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-T HE 


TRANSLATOR*s 


Ir R E F A C E. 


CZ HEN I had employed ſome 
ENWE lciſure hours in reading over 
| theſe Peruvian Tales in the 
original, they appeared to me 
10 innocently agreeable and entertaining, 
that I was eaſily prevailed upon to attempt 
the tranſlation now offered to the public. 
lam ſenfible, indeed, there are many 

ſerious and contemplative perſons, to 
whom all fictions in general appear taſte- 
leſs and unimproving ; and who limit the 
rational pleaſures of reading, to works of 
deep learning and ſolidity: in conſequence 
of which perſuaſion, they conſider philo- 
ſophic ſyſtems of nature, methodical eſſays 
on morality and religion, or mathemati- 
cal inveſtigations, as the only ſources from 
A 2 whence 


iv The Tranſlators PRETACE. | 
whence the pure ſtreams of knowledge 
can flow into the minds of men. Ei 
When true .Jearning appears in her 
native and unaffected dreſs, I muſt own % 
her charms are irreſiſtible; and ſhall 3 
always have the greateſt veneration for t 
thoſe maſters of ſcience, who either un- 
fold the wonders of terreſtrial nature to n 
our view, or aſtoniſh our imagination with F ; 
the harmony of a planetary ſyſtem, and F 
lead us to inummerable ſuns and worlds in p 
the immenſe regions of the heavens. ? 
Each of the ſciences has ſome valuable F,, 
preſent to offer us, and the divine, as well ri. 
as the moraliſt, has a juſt claim to the th 
cultivation of our ſouls: but when I have 
made this conceſſion, I hope, I may be 
ermitted to allow ſome merit to an agree- 
able and well-wrought fiction, and rank 
it in that claſs of writing, which is capa- 
ble of contributing to a reader's improve- 
ment. | 


It is well known, that fable was fre- 
quently choſen by the ancients to be the 
vehicle of their wiſdom: the Grecian te 
AÆſop, and the Arabian Lokman, haveWy; 
taught lions, wolves, and foxes, to im- 
prove mankind, and almoſt tempted us 
| to 


her 
town 
ſhall 
n for SF tain * has put vanity out of countenance : 
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n with 
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to forgive the depredations thoſe fierce 
animals make on flocks and herds, for 
the ſake of the inſtruction they have af- 
forded us in their ſeveral claſſes and diſtri- 
butions on the earth. A teeming moun- 


the trees of the field have reproached a 
mercenary. people for electing a bad 
king +; and the howling wilderneſs has 
enriched the world with as many philoſo- 
phic lectures, as the Tuſculum of Cicero. 

As to theſe Tales, they are calculated 
to recommend virtue and morality in va- 
rious inſtances; and whilſt they amuſe 
the imagination, by a number of ſur- 
priſing incidents, they, at the ſame time, 
affect a reader with the amiable impreſſion 
of humanity to his fellow- creatures, patrio- 
tiſm to his country, fortitude in his miſ- 
285 and purity in his paſſion for the 
alr. ps | 

If it ſhould be objected, that the ſtories 
elated in this work are altogether incredi- 
ble, and conſequently unworthy the at- 
tention of the judicious ; that exception 
will be beſt anſwered by reminding thoſe 


* Parturiunt Montes, naſcetur ridiculus mus; H 
+ Jotham's Parable, Judges ix. 8. TAE 


A 3 who 
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who urge it, of the uncommon approbati- 
on with which the Arabian, Perſian, ard 

Turkiſh Tales were received by the pub- 
lic, when they appeared in an Engliſh 8 
dreſs ; but, as I never yet heard them | 
condemned for the improbability which | 
reigns throughout them, I hope our Pe- 
ruvian Adventures, which are no more in- 
credible than the Oriental, but, im many 


particulars more entertaining, will not} 
be cenſured for a circumſtance, which | 


was not thought a defect in tlze books | 


above mentioned. 


I might on this occaſion take notice, that ; 
ſeveral learned men who have been well 
acquainted with the ſtructure of a hu- 
man body, have recommended, as a ſalu- 
_ tary amuſement to a reader, ſuch pieces 
as entertain the imagination with agreea-| 


ble and ſurpriſing ideas. The incompa- 


ble Lord Bacon * is extremely favourable 
to ſuch productions, and ranks them 
among. thoſe recreations, which careſs the] 


mind with pleaſing enjoyments, and give 
the ſpirits a ſprightly flow thro' the ani- 
mal ceconomy ; by which means the vital 


unctions are preſerved from the languors 
ind interruptions they receive from diſa- 


* Ce Hiſtoria Vitz & Mortis. 
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greeable perceptions, or immoderate atten- 
tiveneſs to more elaborate reſearches, 


It is a known fact, that the admirable 


Monfieur Bayle, and our immortal Milton, 
frequently left the regular walks of their 


more laborious and learned ſtudies, to 


wander in the florid wilds of romance; 
where they enjoyed. an eaſy relaxation 
from more abſtruſe and impairing atten- 
tions, and never received the leaſt injury on 
that inchanted ground 


: and therefore the 
proprietors of this tranſlation flatter them- 
ſelves, that their fair readers in particu- 
lar, who in the fine ſeaſons adorn. the 
mall with the Jovelieſt objects on earth, 
will not be diſpleaſed with the magie 
groves and lawns of Peru. 

It may not be, improper to conclude this 
— with ſome account of the famous 
Mango Copac, who is ſo often mentioned 
in the following ſheets, and is the reputed. 
founder. and jegillator of the onee flou- 
riſhing empire of the Vncas in Peru. My 
obſervations ſhall be chiefly extracted from 
an illuſtrious author of our own country, 
whoſe inimitable writings will be an ho- 


A 4 nour 
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nour to Great- Britain, as long as learning 
and politeneſs are in any repute *. I 

The kingdom of Peru deduced its 
original from their great heroes, Mango 
Copac, and his wife and ſiſter Coya Ma- 
ma, who were ſaid to have firſt appeared 
in that country, near a mighty lake, which 
is ſtill ſacred on that account. - 

Before, this time the inhabitants are re- 0 
ported to have lived like the beaſts among FF 
them, without any traces of order, law, lit 
or religion; without cloathing, or any W. 
habitations but rocks, caves, and trees, to w] 
ſecure them from wild beaſts, or on the a2 
tops of hills; if they were in fear of fierce | fit 
neighbours. When Mango Copac and 
his ſiſter, came firſt into theſe naked and life 
_ ſavage lands, as they were perſons of ex- to 
cellent ſhape and beauty, ſo they were a- 5" 
dorned with ſuch cloaths; as were after- Cie 
wards the uſual habit of the Yncas, by the 
which name they called themſelves. They 
told the people who firſt came about them, 
that were the children of the ſun, 
who had ſent them down in pity to man- 
kind, to reclaim them from their beftial 


Sir William Temple in his Eſſay on Heroic 
Virtue. 


lives, 
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lives, and to inſtru them how to live 
happily and fafely, by obſerving ſuch laws 
as their father, the ſun, had commanded 
theſe his offspring to teach them. The 
great rule they firſt inculcated was, that 
every man ſhould live according to reaſon, 
and conſequently. neither fay nor do any 
thing to others, that they were not willing 
others ſhould ſay or do to them; and this 
was the great principle of all their mora- 
lity. In the next place, that they ſhould 
= worthip the ſun, who took care of the 
hole world, gave life to all creatures, 
and made the plants grow and the herbs 
fit for food to maintain them: After this 


J they taught the arts moſt neceſſary for 


life: Mango Copac inſtructed them how 
= to ſow maize, or the common Indian 
grain; to build houſes againſt inclemen- 
cies of air and wild beaſts; to diſtinguiſh 


themſelves by wedlock into families; to 


cover the ſhame of their nakedneſs with 
cloaths, and to tame and nouriſh ſuch 


creatures as might be of common uſe and 


ſuſtenance. Coya Mama taught the wo- 
men to ſpin and weave cotton, and certain 


coarſe wools of ſome beaſts among them. 
With 
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With theſe inſtructions and i inventions, I 


they were ſo much believed in all they 


ſaid and adored for the general utility they f 


diſpenſed, that they were followed by 


numbers of people, and obeyed like chil- 
dren of the ſun. Mango Copac had in 
his hand a rod of gold, and ſaid, he had 
received it from his father the * Who 
ordered him, when he travelled north- ? 
ward from the lake, to ſtrike this rod in- 
to the ground, and where, at the firſt 
ſtroke: it ſhould: fink to the very top, he 
ſhould build a temple to the ſan, and fix 


the ſeat of his government, 


This happened to be in the vale of Cuſ- N 
co, where he founded that city, which 


Peru. Fe: n 9 


Here he divided his company into two | 


Y 


was the capital of the pen Kingdom of Nat 


colonies, or plantations, and began to be 


lawgiver to them: in each of. theſe were, | 
at firſt a thouſand families; Which he 
gauſed to be regiſtered, with the numbers | 


in each. nd 

He inſtituted Decutians thro both theſe 
coloniess that is, one over every ten fa- 
milies, another over fifty, a third over a 


hundred, a fourth over five hundred, and 
| fl 


tions, 


they 


y they 


2d by 
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a fifth over a thouſand; and to this laſt 
officer they gave the name of Curaca, or 
governor, . Every Decurion was a patron 
and judge in ſmall; controverſies, among 
thoſe under his charge, arg took care 
that every one cloathed themſelves accord, 
ing to the'orders given them by the Yn 
cas from the ſun : one of which was, that 
none WHO couldwork ſhould be idle, more: 
than to reſt after labour; and that thoſe who 
could not work, thro” age, ſickneſs, or in- 
validity, ſhould be maintained by the in- 
duſtry of others. Theſe regulations were 
ſo much obſerved, that in the whole em- 
pire of Peru, and during the long race of 
the Yncas, no beggar was ever known, 
and no woman ever went to ſee a neigh- 
bour without her Work in her hand, which 
the followed all the time of the vit. 
oO. SH EBT TOYS 11113 [19:20 8 

4 Every colony had one ſupreme judge, 
to whom the lower Decurions' remitted 
great and difficult caſes, or. to'whom the 
criminals in Tych "caſes appealed. ** But 
every Decurion, who concealed any rime 


of th ole under his charge aboye a day,and 
a night 

* 4 ty. FCN 
liable to the 1: here 
were laws likewiſe againſt theft, mutfilati- 


<came guilty of, it himſelf; and 


ſame puniſhment... There _ 


ons, 
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ons, murders, diſobedience to officers, 
and adulteries ; for every man was, to. aße 
one lawful wife, but had the Tiberty of 3 
keeping other women as he coul. 
There is no doubt hut that which con- 
tribured muh to this, great order in the 
ſtate, was the diſuſe of other poſſeſſions 
than What was neceſſary to life, and the 
eminent virtue of their firſt great hero or 
e which ſeemed to be entailed 
upon their whole race ; ſo that it is report- 1 

e among the Peruvians; that no true 
Ynca was ever found guilty or puniſhed 3 
for any crime; and it, is certain, no go- | 
vernment was ever eſtabliſhed, and con- 
tinued, by greater examples of virtue and 
ſeverity, nor any ever gave greater teſti- 
es than the Yncas, © an excellent 
inſtitution, by. progreſſes both, 1 in the pro- 
pagation and extent. of empire, in peace 
And plenty, in preafnels emp magnificence 
of, temples, palaces, high-ways, bridges, 
and all proviſions neceſſary to common 
| caſe, ſafety, and utility of en life; 
ſo as ſeveral of the Jeiuits, and particularly 
Acoſta, te the civil conſtitutions of 
Mango Copac, before thoſe of Lycurgus, 


Numa, 8 lon, or any other lawgivers fo | 
cele- 


9 
10 
9 

. 
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celebrated in the more known parts of the 
© world. TIT } 
ty 01 FF The reigning Ynca was called Cupa 
yynca, which the Spaniards interpret, Solo 
” FSennor, or only Lord. He always married 
the firſt of his female kindred, either 
ns Fiiſter, niece, or couſin, to preſerve the line, 
ne Fas pure as poſſible. Once in two years, 
or he aſſembled all the unmarried Vncas, men 

1 Fabove twenty, and women above ſixteen 
f yeats of age, and there, in public, maxri- 

Fed all ſuch as he thought fit. The ſame 
ed was done among the vulgar, by the Cura- 
go Mea of each people. he at 
con- Every family at their time of meals, eat 
with their doors open, that all might ſee 


RT 


their temperance: and order. mY 4 
lent By ſuch laws as theſe, Mango Copac 
pror n firſt ſettled: his kingdom in the colonies of, 
eace ¶ Cuſco, which in time multiplied into ma- 
ence Iny others, by the willing confluence of 
ges, ſeveral nations, allured by the divine au- 
mon WMthority of his orders. The ſweetneſs and 
life clemeney of his reign, and the felicity of 
larly all who lived under it, and indeed the, 


s. of Ewhole government of this race of the Yn- 


gus, cas, was rather like that of a tender fa- 
rs ſo | ther 
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ther over his children, than of a lord over F 
ſlaves or ſubjects. By which they came to 


be ſo adored, that it was like ſacrilege for 


any common perſon ſo much as to touch 


the Vnca without his permiſſion. 


After the extent of his kingdom into 
great territories round Cuſco, Mango Co- 
pac aſſembled all his Curacas, and told 
them, his father the ſun had commanded 
him to propagate his inſtitutions as far as 
he. was able, for the happineſs of man- 
kind; and for that purpoſe, to go with 
armed troops to thoſe remoter parts which 
had not ye received them, and to reduce 
them to their obſervance. That the ſun. had 
commanded him not to hurt or offend any 
who would ſubmit to him, and accept of 
thei happineſs offered by ſuch divine boun- 


vac to diltreſs only ſuch as refuſed, 


without killing” any who did mot aſſail 
them, and then to 10 i juſtly in. iheir o own. | 


defence. | 

For this defign he aſſembled . 
of nien armed both withioffenfive, and 
chlefly defenßve weapons; and with this, 
and other ſuch” armies; he reduced many 


new terfitories under his empire, declaring 
23:13 tQ 


tc 
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over i 


to every people he approached, the ſame 
me to things he firſt imparted to thoſe who came 
* for about him near the great lake. Thoſe who 
ouch ſubmitted, enjoyed the ſame rights with 
the reſt of his ſubje cts; thoſe who refuſ- 
VINtO ed were diſtreſſed by his forces, till they 
Co- were neceſſitated to comply with hi 
told orders. ; | wn 
nde By theſe methods, joined with the in- 
far as fluence of ſuch heroic virtues, and by the 
—_— length of his reign, he ſo far extended his 
on dominions, as to divide them into four pro- 


vinces, over each of which h: appointed an 
Ynca to be viceroy (having many ſons 
grown fit to command) and in each of 


duce: | 
1 had 


any them eſtabliſhed three ſupreme councils ; 
pt ot the firſt. of juſtice, the ſecond of war, 
w—_ and the third of the revenue; of which 
— f an Ynca was likewiſe preſident, which 
alla) continued ever after. | 
ov BY At the end of a long and adored reign, 
| Mango Copac fell into the laſt period of 
8 his life; upon the approach whereof, he 


$1" called together his children and grand- 
this, children, with his eldeſt ſon, to whom 
mY he left his kingdom; and told them, he 
Tre was going to repoſe himſelf with his 58 

er 


„ 
5 
y i 
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ther the ſun, from whom he came; that ee 
he adviſed land charged them all to pur- 4 4 th 
ſue the paths of reaſon and virtue, which 
he had taught them, till they followed 
him in the ſame journey; that by this 
courſe only they would prove themſelves 
to be true ſons of the ſun, and be as ſuch 3 
honopred and eſteemed. He gave the 


fame charge more eſpecially, and more fr 

earneſtly, to the Vnca his ſucceſſor, and tt 
commanded him to govern his people ac- 

cording to his example, and the'precept WF 

! he had received from the ſun; and ever i 

| to conduct himſelf with juſtice, mercy, of 

Il | piety, clemency, and care of the poor; th 

4 and when he, the prince, ſhould go in in 

it | time to reſt with his father the ſun, that he 

lf he ſhonld give the ſame inſtructions to his de 

| ſucceſſor. And this form was according- | mn 

ſl | ly uſed in all the ſuccefſions of the race iſ *© 

lil of the Yncas, which laſted eight hundred IF 

Ill years, with the ſame order, and the 8 ©* 

greateſt felicity that could attend any ſtate, | 5 

This kingdom is ſaid to have extended My 


near ſeven hundred leagues in length, 
from north to ſouth, and about a hun- 
dred and twenty in breadth : it is bound- | 


E 


that 


d pur- | 
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Jed on the weſt by the Pacific Ocean; on 
ae eaſt by mountains impaſſable for men 


lor beaſts, and, as ſome write, even birds 


Wehemſclves, the height being ſuch as makes 
Wtheir tops covered with eternal ſnow, even 


(elves L tn that warm region : on the north it is 


s ſuch Þ bounded by a 


X ſouth with another 7 


eat river; and on the 
which ſeparates it 
rovince of Chili, that reaches to 
ts of Magellan. 

I will not fay any thing of the greatneſs, 
magnificence and riches of their buildings, 
their palaces and temples, eſpecially thoſe 


their triumphs after victories, their hunt- 
ings and feaſts, their military exerciſes and 
honours ; but as teſtimonies of their gran- 
deur, wilt mention only two of their 
highways, whereof one was five hundred 
leagues in length, and levelled through 
mountains, rocks and vallies, fo that a 
carriage might drive through that vaſt ex- 
tent without difficulty. Another very 
long and large, paved with cut or ſquared 
ſtone, fenced with low walls on each fide, 
and planted with trees, whoſe branches 

gave 


1 
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gave hade, and the fruits food to al 0 
Paſſengets. 5 * * 
This mighty empire was at laſt over - 
turned by the Spaniards, whoſe conqueſts J 
Were facilitated and effected by the general 
: Hatred and averſion of the people in that 
kingdom to Atahualp a, who being a baſ- 
"tard. of the Yncas ah had firſt, by in- 
direct practices and ſubtilty, and ler. | 
"wards by cruelty and violence, raiſed bim- a 
ſelf to the throne of Peru, and cut off 
with mercileſs barbarity, all the male rac 
. of the true royal blood, v ho were at man 
"eſtate, or near it, Es that line had lattedlf £ 
pure and facred, and reigned with un- 75 
ſpeakable felicity, both to themſelves andif 
Aber ſubjects, for above eight hondredf 
"years, 
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E natives of Peru have a tradi- 
tion, that this vaſt country was 
originally inhabited by ſavage nati- 
ons, who in their manners reſem- 
bled the brutes; and had no other 
ilitude to mankind, than what appeared in 
eir external ſnaper Fhey lived without any 
gulat ſyſtem of laws ot religion; and had nei- 


in 


75 er houſes or cities to inhabit. They were un- 
Ey 8 quainted with the proper culture of the earth, 
E 4 knew not how to ſpin either flax or 


ool... They lived in caves, and ſubterranean 
ooms. Their, food. was roots, herbs, and 
1d fruits; and they frequently feaſted on hu- 
an Heſh, They were ſtrangets to the inſti- 
tion of marriage; and che men "indulged 
iemſelves in a conjunction with thoſe women 
ho firſt came in their way. 

V'0B. I. B : The 
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The ſun, ſenſibly affected with the unhappy 1 tru 
ſtate of theſe nations, ſent to them, at laſt, tuo cou 
of his children, whom he had begotten of thc Nate 
moon, namely, Mango Copac *, who was the the 


* 


firſt king or Ynca of Peru; and Coya Mama Wite 
Oello Huacof, whom he eſpouſed, notwith- the 
ftanding ſhe was his ſiſter ; and who was like. | 
wiſe the firſt queen. The ſun, their father, Weir 
laid his injunctions on them both, to inſtruct xte 
the people in the principles of that religion Wie 
they ought to profels ; to preſcribe ſuch laws to 


4 


them, as were proper for their obedience ; and} 
to teach them to build houſes, and practiſe hul- 
bandry ; to cultivate the plants, and rear theirſ 
flocks: in a word, how to exerciſe their rea- 
ſoning faculty. b e 

The Ynca Mango Copac, and his wife Ma- 
ma Oello, having gained on multitudes of both} 
ſexes, by their diſcourſes, founded, in the val. 
ley of Cuſco, a city of that name, which they 


choſe for the capital of their empire. They, © 
afterwards, peopled ſeveral other places, in- pf P 
7 Mango is generally ſuppoſed to be the proper name Ie 


and Copae the ſurname ; which laſt the natives gave hin 
when he made ſome conqueſts.  Copac, inthe Peruvian 
language, fignifies rich aud potent in arms; it likewil 
expreſſes the idea of only or alone: and in this fenſe the 
word was appropriated to the king who was called Copa 
Ynca, which in its fignification, imports the only king 
emperor, or lord. 


+ Oello Huaco, in all probability were proper name 
Coya fignifices queen or empreſs; and Mama fignife oo 8 
| ele 


mother. And from thence all the queens of Peru had tht 
ſurname of Mamanchic, which fignifies our mother. 
I ſtructing 
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happy 


tructing the inhabitants in every particular that 
ſt, two Would be advantageous to them, and which re- 
of the Wated either to the worſhip of the ſun their fa- 


vas the Ther, or the neceſſaries and accommodations of 


Mania Wife. The men were inſtructed in their duty by 
xtwich-Whe Inca, and the woman by the queen. 

is like. WY The firſt foundations of the empire of Pep 
father, Weing thugeſtabliſhed, Mango Copac grad. 

nſtruct MWxtended the bounds of his dominions, and, at 
eligion he ſame time, taught the barbarians around 
laws to nim tillage, and gave them excellent precepts 
e; and or the regulation of their lives. He influ- 


iſe huſ · nced them by the efficacy of perſuaſion, rather 
ar cheir Than the force of arms, to renounce their idols, 
| ad adore the fun. In a word, his ſucceſſors, 
Fonducting themſelves by the ſame principles, 
fe Ma · Nyvith reſpect to ſeveral other nations, the em pire 
of both f the Inca increaſed to ſuch a degree, that it 
he val-Woſe to all the . and power which hiſ- 
ch they{Worians have aſcribed to it. | 
They, One of the deſcendants of thoſe firſt kings 
es, in- If Peru, was called the Inca Yahuarhuacac 
4 name name which ſignifies, He who weeps blood. 
ave hin le received this appellation, becauſe, when he 
erovialvas born +, he ſhed tears of blood: which the 


; „* Noeople, who valued themſelves for their ſkill in 
L: opal livination, imagined to be a very fatal omen. 
oly king They thought, ſuch an unpropitious circum- 


er name! * He was the ſeventh king of Peru. 

a ſignißeſſ + Some writers declare, that the prince did not hed 
ru had thEWhecſe bloody tears till about the third or fourth year of 
other. his age, 


3 ſtance 


tructing 
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ſtance threatened their prince with ſome un. 
common misfortune, and even the curſe of hi 1 
father the fun: However, at the beginning off 
his reign, he governed his dominions with great 
tranquillity and reputation; and his juſtice, pil 
ety, and gentle diſpoſition, gave him as large: 
ſhare of his ſubjects reverence and love, as waj 
ever enjoyed by any of his predeceſſors. 
In reality, Yahuarhuacac durſt not like bi 
anceſtors, make war, in perſon, againſt hi 
neighbours. His name ſeemed to him ſo omi 


nous and intimidat-d to him to ſuch a degree h 
that he was under great apprehenſions chat that 
ſun,” his father, would afflict him with ſom HAnly 
ſevere inſtance of his diſpleaſure; and therefon en 
he contented himſelf with making a frequenWbo 
progreſs to different parts of his kingdom, railW<m 
ing magnificent ſtructures, and repairing cio 
nals, aqueducts, palaces, public magazines p: 
fountains, bridges and cauſeways ; and when no 
at laſt, he determined to perform ſome militarW v3 
exploits, his only motive to ſuch a reſolution Me e 
was the hope of eſcaping the diſhonourabigs a 
character of indolence and puſillanimity, anWreſe 
that he might not be reproached, for being thWerb: 
only Tnca who had neglected the enlargemer dent 
of his empire. inc 
The Inca Mayta “, his brother, was intruſtihd | 
ed, by him, with the conduct of the intende bit 
* ex pe, det 
* The name Ynca, was common to the king and all Mat ſ. 


Princes of his blood. The firſt Ynca was deſirous that Meta 


* 


! | 
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me un.“ xpedition ; and the eventſucceeded to his wiſh: 


> of huhu the fortunate progreſs of the monarch's 


ning oi rms, had no power to diſſipate the inquietudes 
th great e received from his inauſpicious name; be- 
tice, pi des which, he was perpetually tormented with 
large Womeſtic vexations. Theſe latter were chief- 


created by the diſorderly conduct, and, una- 


„ as wal 
7 4 ; 47 . * 1 
I iiable qualities, of his, eldeſt; ſon, whom the 


55 | 

like biss deſtin'd for his ſucceſſor in the empire, 
unſt hi his prince was every moment giving new 
ſo omi roofs of a ſavage and untractable diſpoſition: 
degree ih his very infancy, he had made it evident, 
that that his ſole delight conſiſted in tormenting nat 
th ſomMaly the ſlaves and people who ſerved him, but 
hereforWen the princes themſelves, whoſe. rank was 
frequen}Wbordinate to his own.. In; his youth, h 
om, railWemed to breathe nothing but violence an 
ring caWlood.. In vain did the Inca, his father, uſe 
oazincs{WÞ! poſſible endeavours to reform and ſoften; his 
d whenWnlovely temper; and his cares were ineffectual: 
militarfÞ vain did he labour to point his ſon's View to 
ſolution We examples of wiſdom and moderation which 
nourablWs anceſtors had left behind them; every day 
nity, anW-reſented the king with ſome new inſtance of 
being thharbarity in the actions of his ſon. Reſent- 


ents and threats were all unavailing; the 
ince continued to proceed in his on track: 
d his vicious inclinations being now grown 
bitual, changed into poiſon, all the remedies 


s deſcendants ſhould be honoured with a title of royalty, 
at ſo the people might regard them with the greater 


B 3 by that 
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that were employed to cure the indiſpoſition Wa 
of his mind. * N. 
Severity became, at laſt, the only expedient he 
from hence any benefit could be expected My 
but as yet it had never been judged proper to in 
treat any Ynca, much leſs the preſumptive heiſ th 
of the crown, with rigour ; and it was danger. fa 
ous to come to ſuch an extreme. There was by 


reaſon to be apprehenſive that the people, accul.Wrb 
tomed to conſider their princes as the offspring ch 
of the ſun, and conſequently as gods, woulaiſ im 
take occafion, from their being puniſhed, ten 
imagine that the Yncas were men like them. — 

e 


ſelves; and, poffibly, even the other Yncas, al 
well as the people, would not patiently have det 
permitted the king to treat the prince his ſon pe. 
with anfterity. 5 ver 
However, a freſh crime, which the young 
prince had committed, made it neceſſary toy 
the king to reſolve on meaſures of ſeverity; and 
they became the more indiſpenſible, becauſe ſaſ te 
crilege made a flagrant part in the aggravation and 


of the offence. with 
The prince was about eighteen years of age jw 


when he ſuffered himſelf to be hurried into aff g 
_ exceſs, which till then, was never known. Oni rog⸗ 
of the ſelect virgins “ was brought to the pa have 

| | lace '* 

In the city of Cuſco was a houſe, where the young af , 
ladies, who were intended to be wives to the ſun, wer not 
educated. They were to be of the blood royal, and in bor 
legitimate deſcent from the Yncas, or their near relation ters 


This houſe was called, The manſion of the felect, beſſ oc + 
cauſe, in the choice of theſe ladies, particular regard 6 
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Face, and deſtin'd for the Ynca's bed, the ſame 


The young prince, happening to meet 
er at her arrival, was enchanted with her beau-- 
y; and the fatal poiſon of love, in a moment, 


roper to infuſed itſelf into his heart, and maſtered it in 


tive heir 
danger. 
1ere wail 
e, accuſ. 
offspring 
s, would} 
iſhed, to 
te them 
ncas, al 
tly have 
e his ſon 


e youn 


Mary fo 


1ty ; and 
cauſe ſa 
ravatio 


of age 
1 into a 
n. On 
the pa 

lace 
the young 
ſun, wen 
I, and in 
r relation! 
felect, be 
regard i 


the moſt abſolute manner. His duty to his. 
father, and the obligations exacted from him 
by religion, made but a feeble oppoſition to 
the glowing ſallies of a young man, who, till 
that inſtant, had never known any law but the 
impetuoſity of hisdeſires. As he found himſelf 
enamoured to diſtraction, he approached the ſe- 
lect virgin, and had the preſumption to acquaint 
her with his paſſion. But the lady, whoſe mo- 
deſty and virtue were equal to the charms of her 
perſon, only anſwered him with an aſpect of ſe- 
verity, capable of diſconcerting any man who 
had not renouncedevery impreſſion of humanity. 


had to their beauty, as well as birth. They were like- 
wiſe to be virgins ; and for the greater certainty of 
their enjoying this qualification, they were choſen under 
the age of eight years. They liv'd in perpetual virginity; 
and, in order to that, were ſecluded from all intercourſe 
with the world. All mankind were debarred their ſight 
and converfation ;. and none but the Coya, that is to fay, 
the queen, and her daughters, ever entered their houſe : 
for tho“ the Vnca, in the;quality of king, had this pre- 
rogative ; he abſlained from exerting it, leſt any ſhould 
have the termerity to follow Wis example. But in ſeve- 
ral parts of the empire there were other manſions of ſe- 
let virgins, that gave reception, indifferently, to all ſorts 
of young maids, whether they were of the royal blood or 
not, or whether they were baſtards, or legitimate, or even 
born of ſtrangers. Theſe were deſtin'd to be the daugh- 
ters of the ſun; or miſtreſſes to the Ynca.; and it is one 
of theſe our hiſtory now treats of. 


B 4 This 
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the prince's criminal deſires; and he meditated 
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This air of reſentment did but add flame rol 3 


how to gratify them at any event. He addreſſ. 
ed himſelf to the ſelect virgin's governeſs, and 
partly by promiſes, partly hy threats, engaged 
her to aſſiſt him in his paſſion. It was agreed 
between them, that the young lady ſhould be 
fraudulently conducted towards the apartment 
of the prince; Which was a ſtratagem caſily to 
be accompliſhed, ſince ſhe had never been in the 
palace till that day. The governeſs led her a- 1 
part, under pretext of giving her ſome necel- 
fary inſtructions; and, when ſhe had inſenſibiy 

ther to the place whereithe prince ex- 
pected her, ſhe: abandoned) ber to his guilty. | 
tranſports. ; 
©! The daughter of the fan; was diſmiſſed from | 
the prince's arms, with a face covered with 
confuſion, and a heart rackt with, deſpair. 
Without knowing where ſhe went, ſhe entered | 
into thefirſt chamber ſhe found open, and there, 
19, agonizing tears, deplored the prinee's crime, | 


and her own. misfortune. When her governeſs Hen 
came to acquaint her, that, by the king's com- I in! 
mand, ſhe was to be immediately introduced th: 
to his majeſty, the afflicted fait one wiped, away an 
her tears ; and, after ſhe had taken. a little time ¶ thi 
to recover her foul from the agitations-thatat- ¶ th 
feed it, ſhe ſuffered herſelf to be conducted, bl: 

ne 


with a ſeeming tranquillity, 10 the Yaca's 


. N ; ET 37] 
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Fel the firſt effects of her vengeance: and, 
Perefore. when ſhe beheld herſelf in the pre · 
ence of the king, who imputing the trouble 
What was ſtill viſible in her eyes, to her virgin 
odeſty, ſtretched out his hand to recover her 
rom her confuſion: Turn away, faid ſhe, 
turn away, my lord, rhoſe eyes from a 
« wretched object of woe! I am not only un- 
* worthy to appear before you, but do not eyen 
deſerve the life I enjoy. - The woman your 


» 6 


E* majeſty beholds, added ſhe, pointing to her 


governeſs, has, by a baſe compliance, be- 
trayed me to the guilty paſſion of your ſon. 
] demand the death of this criminal, as an 
* act of juſtice to her, and compaſſion to my- 
ſelf ; her treaſon is certainly unpardonable, 
and I cannot ſurvive my diſgrace. It is but 
too cvident, that I am rendered guilty by the 
law, ſince I have ſuffered ſuch a violation of 
my honour.” 
The Vnca was extremely ſurpriſed at this 
diſcourſe 3 but, without diſcovering the leaſt | 
emotion, he ordered the ſelect virgin to retire 
into an. adjoining chamber, and commanded 
the goyernels to return to * own apartment, 
and continue there till his farther orders; he 
then cauſed a cquncil, which, was. compoſed of 
the principal Y ncas.of, his court, to be. alſem- 
bled, - and. bitterly complained, to them of the 
new crime committed by, bis ſon. There is 
« an end, ſaid he, of all religion and govern; 
1 ment, 11 1 permit an offence like t 11s to be 
B 5 « acted 
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1 


acted with Impunity. I can no longer be- | 
ce hold a monſter, who has inſulted the ſun my 


c parent, in one of his daughters, and diſno- 


«ce 
(t 
ac 
cc 
c 
T 


moſt antient of the Yncas declared their opi- 


noured me in my own palace. The mea- | 


ſures of his iniquities is now full; and I am} 
determined on a vengeance Nee ene 
to the enormity of the crime. Let each of 
you, added he, give me his ſentiments with} 
the greateſt freedom.” 

When the king had ended his diſcourſe, the 


nions after each other; and were unanimous in 
their thoughts. Your majeſty, ſaid they, 


«c 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 
«c 


is acquainted with what the law ordains. 
Every daughter of the ſun, who is diſho-| 
noured in her chaſtity, is to be buried alive; 
and the man who corrupted her, is to be 
hanged. This law goes yet farther : The 
criminal, his wife and children, his ſervants, | 
his relations, and all the inhabitants of the 
town where he dwelt, even to the very in- 
fants at the breaſt, are to be involved in the 
puniſhment of the offence. The very town 
is to be razed to the ground, and the ruins 


vhelmed under a heap of ſtones; thatit may 
remain | defart and deſolate thro” its whole 


extent, and be abandoned to the curſes and 
execrations of all the world. But this law, 


"continued they, was only given to inſpire 


the fubjects with terror, and preſerve them 


« from the temerity of violating a virgin con- 
a fecrated to the 1 the god and father of 


66 their 


ger be- 1 
ſun my 
diſho- I 
je mea- - 
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* their kings. And tho' it may be juſtly 


« ſaid, that the prohibition to ſully the ho- 


«© nour of the ſelect virgins, extends to ſons 
« of the Yncas, as well as to their ſubjects ; 
<« *tis however certain, that the quality of the 
«« perſons ought to make a difference between 
« their crime in this particular: the injury be- 
« ing greater or leſs in its aggravations, in 
« proportion to the diſparity that is to be 
« found between the offender and the party 
« aggrieved; and conſequently the crime com- 
« mitted by the prince, who is the firſt per- 
« ſon in the empire, after your majeſty, 
% ſhould not be expiated by the ſame pe- 
„ nalty which ought to be inflicted on a 
« man of the loweſt birth. We are therefore 
« of opinion, that your majeſty. ſhould con- 
i tent yourſelf with, diſgracing your ſon, for 
„ ſome time: tis incumbent on you to ba- 
* niſh him from your preſence; and if this 
e puniſhment ſhould not render him wiſer for 
*« the future, you may then diſinherit him, 
« and nominate for your ſucceſſor another of 
* your ſons, who does. not degenerate from 
the virtue of his anceſtors.” Noah 
The advice of the young, Yncas was not ſo 
moderate. They all cried out that the prince 
ought to die, that the empire might be deli- 


vered from a tyrant, and the royal family 
from a member that ſtained it with diſhenour. 
They acknowledged, indeed, that a firſt of- 
tence might be pardoned but at the ſame time 
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maintained, that as the prince, inſtead of re. | 


forming his irregular behaviour, ſuffered him- 1 


ſelf to de daily abandoned to new exceſſes, his 


life could not have too ſhort a duration, left 


the number and enormity of his crimes ſhould | 
draw down'the diſpleaſure of the fun upon the 
family of the Yincas,” and the whole empire. 


The elders in the aſſembly, who foreſaw Wi 


the fatal conſequences that might attend the 
death of the prince, demanded of the young | 
- Yncas; if they were certain to find one man in 
all the kingdom, bold enough to plunge his 
dagger in the heart of their monarch's ſon ? 
And ſhould they happen to meet with ſuch a 
perſon, could they undertake to appeaſe the 
ſedition ſueh a puniſhment would infallibl y raiſe | 
among the people? “ No, Sire, added they, 
let us not flatter ourſelves with the poſſibi- 
<-lity of finding, among all your ſubjects, 
"any man who will preſume to- ſtretch His 
„ Hand againſt the prince. Whoever ſhould 
e But dare to think of ſuch an action, ought 
'6 doubtleſs to be perſwaded, that the earth 
it would open, in a moment, and {ſwallow 
« down both him und all his velarions; with 
the very eity” aye: Ree that gave him 

2K) Birth.“ | 
Whether the Tg was ſenſible of the danger 
(he ould incur, by treating the prince with 
dos much ſeverity; or whether ſome remains 
"of 4enderneſs for his ſon gave a check to his 
. he reſolved to conform himſelf 0 
the 


9 
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of re- 4 he advice of the elders :' to which effect, he 
4 him. Wiſgraced the prince, and baniſhed him ſome 
es, his Wears from the court; threatening, if he did 
n; leſt Wot change his manner of life, to diſinherit 
ſhould Wim, and receive another of his children into 

Wis place. As to the ſelect; virgin, whatever 
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Wcluctance ſhe had to ſurvive her ſhame and 
Hiſhonour, the Inca omitted nothing capable 
f affording her any conſolation. He gave her 
o underſtand, that as her fault was involunta- 
y, ſne could not be cenſured, with any juſtice. 
e made ber. ſeveral conſiderable preſents; 
ind, ſome time afterwards, gave her in mar- 
iage to the governor of the province of Chun- 
uri. But the governeſs, who by an infamous 
reachery, had proſtituted the daughter of the 
un, was ſentenced to be buried alive. | 
The prince (for the name he aſſumed in his 
exile was unknown) was baniſhed to a great 
park called Chitta, and which was laid out in 
a variety of fine paſtures, repleniſned with a 
aſt number of flocks and herds, conſecrated 
o the ſun. He was commanded for his pu- 
niſhment, to tend theſe cattle, with the other 
ſhepherds and herdſmen, who were enjoined 
o have a watchful eye over his conduct, and 
be very careful to prevent his eſcape. l 
The diſgraced prince paſſed three years in 
this rural life; but at the concluſion of that 
period, when it was leaſt expected, he one 
day about noon, and without any attendants, 
entered the palace of the Ynca his father, and 
1219 immedi- 


myſelf of my commiſſion, and ſhall return to 
him who diſpatched me to this place; and give 


bis ſon, and ſtill more, at his affirming 


gave orders, at laſt for his admittance: fe 
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zmmediately cauſed his arrival to be notified fl 
the king; adding, that he came charged with 
a particular embaſſy to his majeſty. 


The Ynca was exceedingly enraged at ches 

tidings, and refuſed to favour his ſon with the 
audience he deſired: but commanded him, @ 
by one of his courtiers, to return to his place or 
of exile; adding, that if he heſitated the leaiW m 
in his complianee, he ſhould fuffer immediate be 
death, for his rebellion againſt the orders of th 
his ſovereign; orders which he was ſenſible ob 
none were ever ſuffered to violate, even in: che of 
moſt inconſiderable circumſtance. to 


Tbeſe menaces made but little impreſſion yl 
on the prince; who replied, that he was not pe 
come to infringe his majeſty's commands, andi th. 
that he only paid obedience to another Ynca H 
who was as great a prince as his father, and rol 
had ſent him to diſcover ſome particulars, off fee 


the utmoſt importance, to the king. If his wh 
majeſty, added he, would be informed of what 
TI have to relate to him, I deſire nothing more 


than his permiſſion to approach him: but i 
he has no ſuch inclination, I have acquitted 


him an account of the anſwer I have received. 


The Ynca, aſtoniſhed at the bold reply ©! 
that 
he was ſent by as great a prince, as himſelf, 


he was curious to know who could be fo pre- 
; ſumptuou 
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ified to ſfumptuous to employ his ſon on meſſages of 
ed with uch a nature; and already determined to pu- 

I ni the criminals, as ſoon as he had any know- 
at theſe e of them. | 
with the The prince, when he was introduced, pre- 
d him, fented himſelf before his father, with an air of 
is place i great intrepidity. My lord, ſaid he, per- 
the leaſiſ mit me to acquaint you, that this day, a little 
mediate before noon, as I repoſed myſelf under one of 
orders off the rocks in the park of Chitta, where, in 

ſenſible obedience to your commands, I tend the cattle 

en in he of your father the ſun, a phantom appeared 
0 of to me in the form of a man. I was uncertain 
preſſion whether 1 then ſlept, or was awake. This 
was not n was habited in a ſtrange manner; and 
ds, andi the air of his face was very different from ours. 
r Inca, His beard was of an extraordinary length; his 
ner, andi robe flowed over his body from his neck to his 
alars,. off feet. In his right-hand he held a rein, with 
If his which he led an animal, that, to me, was en- 

| of what tirely unknown. This man, advancing to me, 
ng mor uttered theſe exprefſions : ** My nephew, I 
: but i am the ſon of the ſun, and the brother of 
cquittedlFf . the Ynca-Mango Copac ; I am likewiſe the 
eturn to brother of Coya Mama Oello Huaco, his 
and give * wife and ſiſter, the firſt of your anceſtors ; 
received. 4 and conſequently am the brother of your fa- 
reply oi ther, and you are all my brethren. My 

ing that © name is Viracocha Ynca. Iam come to this 
himſelf, © place, by the order of the fun our parent, 
nce: for « to give you very important advice, which 
e ſo pre-. «© you muſt communicate to the Ynca my bro- 


mptuou 


ther. 
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| &. ther, Lou muſt know, that moſt of the 

| 


% provinces- of Chinchaſuyu, which are part 
0 of his empite, as well as many other pro- 
100 « vinces that are not ſubject to him, have 
|! « taken up arms, with an intention todethrone 
wh 0 him, and lay the city of Cuſco, the capital | 
[ «of our kingdom, in ruins, - Haſte then to uit 
e the Ynca my brother, and direct him, from Wot | 
«© me, to prepare for the prevention of theſe nit 
e calamities, and uſe what remedies he ſhall Will 
judge moſt efficacious. As to your particular, Wwh: 
ebe aſſured, that whatever difficulties you I 
may hereafter happen to be engaged in, I Nhe 
% will never forſake you, + No, Iwill certainly Nhe) 
ten aſſiſt you in the hour of need, as one-who Hrir 
“is part of my on fleſh and blood. Never fear ict 
«« then to undertake the greateſt affairs, pro: pee 
, vided they be worthy of your race, and the Hand 
«grandeur of your empire: and remember {nei 
« that I will always be favourable to you; . 
« that I will guard you with my conſtant de- 
« fence, and ſend you all the ſuccours that 

&© ſhall be neceſſary to your condition.” The ther 
Vacha Viracocha, continued the prince, had the 
ſcarce finiſhed this diſcourſe, when he diſap- Hela 
peared: and I immediately came to acquaint {uct 
your majeſty with what he commanded me to exp 
declare. | r 
The king judged all this language to be mere 
extravagance; and, inſtead of crediting. his Hit tb. 
ſon; was greatly incenſed againſt him. Thou Wor th 
giveſt me, ſaid he, a new proof of thy * wan 


* 


. 
I * »4 
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poſition, and; art come to amuſe me, in 


of the 


re part n ſerious manner, with the fables thou haſt in- 
r pro- Weented, with an intention to make thy dreams 
„have Was for the revelations of the ſun my father. 


:throne We gone, this moment, to Chitta; and if here- 
capital after thou ſhalt dare to depart from thence, 
hen to {Without my permiſſion, expect to feel the effects 
, from Wt my juſt diſpleaſure. As ſuch meances ad- 
ö theſe Nnitted of na reply, the prince returned to re- 


e ſhall ¶ſſume his paſtoral charge, in the park of Chitta, 


ticular, Wwhere he continued three months. 

es you However, the Vnca's brothers and uncles 
1 in, I Wvho were generally near his perſon, fancied 
rtainly Whey diſcovered ſomething myſterious in the 


ne who rince's relation. They were too much ad- 


ver fear icted to ſuperſtition, and particularly with re- 
s, pro; pect to dreams, to entertain any other thoughts“, 
and the 00 they believed themſelves obliged to intimate 
nember their fears to the king, without any reſerve. 
> you; Fire, ſaid they, you: cannot with any appear», 
ant de- Wnce of reaſon, contemn the advice which has 


deen imparted to you from the Vnca your. hro- 
her. There is not the leaſt probability; that 
he prince would invent. the particulars he h 

related. What advantage could he derive from 
ſuch a proceeding ? and if he had not any ta 


xpect. how can Yau, imagine, that he would 


rs that 
The 
e, had 
diſap- 
quaint 
| 325 


* 


1 1 The Vacas, and all 0: ther Gentiles... were —_— 
no. his berſtiticus, with regard to dreams; and eſpecially 
S if they had any relation to the king, the prince bis heir, 


Thou Kor the ſovereign: pontiff: for they eſteemed thoſe as fo 
praved many gods and ofacles.,- 15, 21 4 10 
diſ- commit 
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commit ſuch a ſacrilege in the gaiety of his 
heart? and fuch it would be, to invent a diſ- 
courſe like this, to the diſhonour of the ſur | 
your Father: and it would be a repetition of 
the crime, to impoſe, with a ſerious air, thoſe 
myventions- on his father and ſovereign, for | 
truths. We think it therefore neceflary, to 


weigh the prince's words with deliberation; to 


offer ſacrifices to the ſun, to conſult the gods | 


and augurs, and uſe all imaginable diligence to 
diſcover the truth. To proceed in any other 
manner, would be to make ourſelves wilfully 
obnoxious to the reſentment of the ſun; it 
would be a provocation offered to the Ynca 
Viracocha his brother; in ſhort, it would accu- 
mulate one crime on the guilt of another. 
Notwithſtanding the ſolidity of this advice, 


the Ynca, was exaſperated againſt his ſon, to 


fuch a degree as made him incapable of com- 
plying with the councils of his relations. He 
aſſured them it would be the greateſt weakneſs 


toregard the diſcourſe of a libertine wretch, who, 


inſtead of rendering himſelf worthy of his fa- 
ther's favour by a reformation: of his diforderly 
conduct, was daily launching into new exceſſes: 
This laſt proceeding, continued he, is alone, 
* ſufficient to induce me to diſmherit him, and 


% Jam now come to that reſolution. In a 


« little time, I will chuſe one of his brothers 
« in his place, who, by his probity and gentle 
manners, has made himſelf the worthieſt 
* imitator of his anceſtors, and beſt _ 

1s | | 0. the 


2 gods 
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the glorious title of the ſon of the ſun, It 
«© would be unreaſonable to ſuffer a ſenſeleſs 
« wretch to ruin, in a moment, all the glo- 
<« rious eſtabliſhments of the Yncas my prede- 
« ceſſors; and it is much more important to 
« prevent a calamity like this, than to regard 
<« the dreams of a raſh criminal.” The Ynca 
finiſhed his difcourſe with injoining his relati- 
ons to mention this affair no more, becauſe 
nothing could be more diſpleaſing to him, than 
to hear any mention of ſuch a ſon. 

About three months after the phantom had 
made its appearance, a confuſed report was 
ſpread of the infurreftion of the provinces of 
Chinchaſuyu, beyond Atahualla, which is 
forty leagues northward of Cuſco. The tidings 
were, however, very uncertain, for it was itn- 
poſſible to diſcover the author; and though 
they have been anticipated by the relation the 
prince Viracocha ® made to his father, they 
were defpiſed by the king, who only regarded 
them as a fictitious ſtery, caleulated with a 
deſign to renew the di'courſe of the phantom, 
who was now no longer the ſubje& of any 
converſation. Some days afterwards, the fame 
report ſpread {til} more, without any poſſibi- 
fity of its being verified, beeauſe the enemies 
had cloſely ſhur up all the paſſes, fo that theſe 


This name was given to the eldeſt fon of the Vnca 
Yahuarhuacac, after he had ſeen the apparition in the 


park of Chitta, | 2, & 
tidings 
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tidings were as doubtful as the former. But 
at laſt they were fully informed by a third ac- 
count, that the nations Known by the names 
of Chancas, Uramarcas,. Villcas,  Ultutullas, | 


Hanco-Huallas, and others, were revolted, 
and had put to death the governors whom the 
king had eſtabliſned over them, and that they 
were marching to beſiege the city of Cuſco, 
with an army of above forty thouſand men. 

All theſe nations were formerly ſubject to 
the Yncas, out of fear of their arms, rather 
than any inclination to obey them. They al- 
ways retained an averſion to their ſovereigns, 


and only waited-for an opportunity to make it 


appear with effect. They now thought the 
favourable moment appeared, in the reign of 
the Inca Vahuarhuacac; and were ſenſible, 
that warlike abilities were the leaſt part of this 
prince's character; that his name kept him in 
perpetual alarms; that the repic 2 conduct 
of his ſon, the Y nca Viracocha, conſtantly per- 
plexed him to the greateſt degree; and that he 
had even proceeded to diſgrace that prince. 
Theſe were the motives that induced them to 
aſſemble, with all expedition, and with as much 
Privacy as poſſible, in hopes of ſurpriſing. the 
Vnca in Cuſco. Three brothers, the principal 
Curacas * of three great provinces, in the na- 
tion called Chanca, were the authors of the 
revolt. The firſt, - whoſe name was Huaco 
Hualla, was a young gentlemen about fix 
Curaca ſigniſies, a lord of many vaſſals. : 
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and twenty years of age, and was created 
general of the army. 


The ſecond was called 
Tumay Huaracac; andthe third, Aſtu Hua- 
racac. The two laſt wereappointed lieutenant- 
generals. 

Nothing could equal the ſurpriſe and con- 
fuſion of the Inca Yahuarhuacac, when he 
heard the enemies were on their march. He 
could not perſwade himſelf, that they were in 
a condition to revolt: for ſince the reign of 
the Inca Mango Copac, to his own, none of 
the provinces conquered by his predeceſſors, 
had rebelled. This falſe ſecurity had prevented 
him from uſing the precautions neceſſary to 
allay the ſtorm; ſo that he ſaw himſelf incapa- 
ble of oppoſing his foes. - He had no ſuffici- 
ent time to raiſe forces, and the city of Cuſco 
was deſtitute of a competent garrifon to de- 
tend it, 

In this extremity, the Yncas reſolved to 
give way to the fury of the rebels, till he had 
received ſuch ſuccours as might enable him to 
face them. To accompliſh this, he propoſed 
to retire to Collafuyu, where, at leaſt, he might 
preſerve his life, for he depended on the fide- 
ity of the inhabitants of that province. With 
this intention, he departed from th capital of 
his empire, only attended by a few 'Yncas ; 
but he advanced no farther than the paſs of 
Muyna, ſix leagues from Cuſco, and there 
diſcontinued his progreſs, that he might be 
more eaſily informed of the enemy's detigns. 


In 
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In the mean time, the city of Cuſco was in 
the utmoſt conſternation after the king's retreat. 
All the inhabitants were ſenſible of the danger; 
and there was no chief who preſumed either to 
ſpeak his ſentiments, or undertake their defence, 
The people, to prevent the calamities that 
threatened them, fled from all parts, in ſearch 
of ſome place to which they might ſafely retire. 
Chance conducted ſome of them to the prince 
Viracocha: they informed him of the rebel- 
lion of the inhabitants of Chinchaſuyu, and 
the retreat of the Ynca his father who was in 
no capacity to reſiſt his enemies, and prevent 
the deſolation of his capital. plac 
Phe prince was ſenſibly affected with theſe ¶ theſc 

melancholy ridings, and thought it incumbent Nvirg 
on him to uſe ſome expedient to avert the 
miſeries that threatened the empire. He diſ- 
patched, to ſeveral parts, the inhabitants of 
Cuſco who had found him in his ſolitude ; and 
ſent away ſeveral ſhepherds, who accompanied 
him, with orders to animate all the Indians 
they ſhould happen to meet, and direct them 
as ſoon as poſſible, to join the Ynca their king, 
with all the arms they were capable of pro- 
viding : after which, he bent his courſe to- and a 
wards Muyna, where the king his father had in tt 
taken up his reſidence ; and arrived there in a god o 
very ſhort time. . | intere 

He preſented himſelf before the Inca, co-¶ the fi 
vered with ſweat and duſt, and graſping a Cannc 
ſpear in his hand, My lord, ſaid he, approach- them 
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g to him, is it poſſible, then, that the mo- 


March of this empire ſhould be moved by the 


Falſe or real tidings of the rebellion of a few 
aſſals, to abandon this city and palace, and 
fly from a people he never beheld? Can you 
patiently ſuffer the houſe of the ſun your fa- 
ther, to be defenceleſs, and- expoſed to the 
power of the enemy? Can you permit it to be 
profaned by barbarians, and leave them to re- 
new the abominations your glorious anceſtors 
ave aboliſhed ? Can you allow them to ſacri- 
ice men, women and children, and commit 
the moſt enormous ſacrileges, in that ſacred 
place? But if you can bear ſuch inſults as 
theſe, what account will you render of the 

virgins conſecrated to the ſun? How ſhall they 
preſerve that chaſtity to which they are devoted? 
What can hinder them from being victims to 
the brutality of the hoſtile ſoldiers ? Should the 
deſire of prolonging our lives a few days, 
prompt us to conſent to ſuch calamities ? Permit 
them who will ! For my I will confront 
the enemy; and ſooner be hewed in a thouſand 


pieces, than ever ſuffer them to enter Cuſco. 1 


cannot be an indolent ſpectator of the cruelties 
and abominations thoſe barbarians will commit 
in the capital of this empire, founded by the 
god of day and, his deſcendants, Let all who 
intereſt tkemſclyes in the glory of our parent 
the ſun, follow me. If with their aſſiſtance I 
cannot chaſe away the foe, I will, at leaſt, teach 
them to end their lives by an honourable . 

1 c 
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He did not ſtay for the king's anſwer; but, 

without taking any refreſhment, immediately 
marched towards Cuſco: however, he had 
the ſatis faction to obſerve, that this diſcourſe 
had awakened the courage of the Yncas of the 
blood royal, who accompanied the king in his 
retreat. They followed him, to the number 
of above five thouſand; and none but ſome 
aged men, Who were uſcleſs in war, remained 
With the Ynca. This little army was likewiſe, 
reinforced, in their march, by mukitudes who 
had abandoned the city of Cuſco. As ſoon 
as it was known that the prince Viracocha re- 
ſol ved to defend the capital of the empire, and 
the houſe of the ſun, one might behold them 
returning with emulation; at the ſame time 
promiſing to ſacrifice their lives,” rather than 
torſake their prince. 
As there was no time to be loſt, the Yiica 
Viracocha ordered all thoſe who had Joined 
him, to follow with the utmoſt expedition; 
and thus, inſtead of making any ſtay at Cuſco, 
he took the road of Chincaſuyu, thro” which 
he knew the enemy was marching : arid this}; 
he did, in order to throw himſelf between their 
army and the city. He intended to attack 
them, notwithſtanding the inequality of hi: 
forces; and to die gallantly, rather than behold 
the houſe of the ſur profaned by barbarians. 

He halted in a Tpacious plain, half a Teague 
to the north of the city; and his army then con- 


ſiſted of eight thouſand men, who were all de 
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ermined to conquer, or fall with their prince. 

hey were, there, informed, that the enemies 
were nine or ten leagues from Cuſco, and had 
paſſed the great river Apurimac; but, at the 
ſame time, they had tidings of a very different 
nature: for the prince received intelligence, that 
conſiderable ſuccours were ſent to him from the 
province of Cantiſuyu; and that a body of about 
twenty thouſand men, compoſed of the nations 
by the name of Quechuas, Cotopampas, Cotane- 
ras, Ay maras, and others, were marching to join 
him. 6 

Notwithſtanding the precautions the enemy 
had uſed to conceal their rebellion, the Que- 
chuas, and other neighbouring nations, had 
diſcovered it: but as they believed they had 
not ſufficient time to acquaint the Vnca with 
theſe tranſactions, and receive his orders, they, 
of their own accord, formed an army of alb 
the forces they could aſſemble. Theſe people 
had voluntarily ſubmitted to the empire of tho 
Ynca-Copac Yupanqui. - Their zeal for the 
public welfare, the conſideration; of their own 
intereſt, and the apprehenſions of falling under 
the, tyranny of the Chancas, to whom they 
were mortal enemies, animated them to have 
recourde.ta-arm3$s. +: lien 503 wn do. bay 

The, Y.nca, Viracocha conſidered this event, 
as an effect of the promiſeof his uncle: Viraco- 
cha, ho appeared to him in the park of Chitta; 
and took occaſion from it to ex hort his people 
to be couragious, becauſe their inteteſt was 
eſpouſed by a god, who had already ſent them 

Vol. I. C 2 
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a powerful aſſiſtance, and intended to combat 


at the head of the army. By this diſcourſe he 
animated his ſoldiers to ſuch a degree, that 
there was not one who did not look upon a 
victory as infallible. | 
During theſe tranſactions, the ſuccours, that 
were impatiently expected, joined the army; 
and the prince received them with the greateſt 
demonſtrations of joy: but his careſſes were 
chiefly paid to the Curacas of each nation, and 
their leaders; he applauded their fidelity, and 
promiſed the ſoldiers to recompenſe the ſignal 
ſervices they had rendered him on this import- 
ant occaſion. 11 
After the Curacas had adored their Vinca 
Viracocha, they acquainted him, that, in or- 
der to come to his aſſiſtance with the greater 
expedition, they had left five thouſand men, 
two days march from thence. The Vnca, up- 
on this information, held a council of war 
witch his kindred; and it was there reſolved, 
that the Curacas ſhould be ordered to acquaint 
the auxiliary troops, by an expreſs, of all that 
had paſſed; and directed them to haſten their 
march to certain eminences in the neighbour- 
hood, where they ſhould form an ambuſcade, 
and obſerve the motions of the enemy. It 
was added, that if the rebel army ſeemed dil- 
poſed for battle, thoſe troops ſnould watch the 
oper time to charge them in the rear, whilſt 


B ado: 

the Vnca, and his allies, attacked them in the 

front; but if they did not ſee the armies en 
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gaged, they ſhould continue in their ambuſ- 
cade, and be perpetually upon their guard. 
Two days after theſe new ſuccours had poſ- 
ſeſſed themſelves of the ſituations pointed out 
to them, the van- guard of the enemy was diſ- 
covered on ariſing ground near Rimac Lampus, 
for, being informed that the Inca Viracocha 
was ſix leagues from them, they continued, 
their march, and ordered their rear-guard. to 
advance. Theſe latter joined them at Sacſa- 
huana, three leagues and and a half from the 
prince Viracocha; who ſent deputies thither, 
to offer them a general pardon, if they would 
return to their duty, and promiſe, for the fu- 
ture to live in peace with the Incas. 
But the Chancas, who knew that the Ynca, 
Lahuarhuacac had abandoned the city of Cuſco, 
and fled with great precipitation, judged this 
proceeding of the ſon to be only a hravado, and 
refuſed to give his deputies an audience, diſ- 
miſſing them without hearing their propoſals. 
The next day they decamped from Sacſahuana, 
and marched directly towards the Y nca's. ar- 
my; but notwithſtanding their utmoſt diligence, 
the order of battle, which they were obliged to 
obſerve, prevented them from coming up to 
him before night. 14 125 
The prince Viracocha, ſeeing the enemies 
ſo near him, diſpatehed new meſſengers to offer 
them his pardon once more; but this deputa- 
tion had no better effect than the former. The 
Chancas, who * already encamped, and 
* * flat- 
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flatteredthemſelves with an approaching victory, 
refuſed to admit the deputies into their preſence; 
and only ordered them to be acquainted, that 
the next day would diſcover whoſe province it 
was to command, and who had a right to 
offer pardon. 

That day had no ſooner begun to dawn, 
than the two armies ranged themſelves for 
battle, with loud cries, accompanied with the 
ſound of hautboys, cornets, timbrels, and 
rrumpets *, The Ynca Viracocha put himſelf 
at the head of his forces, and was the firſt who 
charged the enemy. Each army diſcovered an 
equal ardour. The Yncas, who accompanied 
their prince, 'formed a battalion. around him, 
which preſented a very formidable appearance. 
The Chancas ſuſtained the ſhock with a won- 
derful intrepidity; and the combat laſted till 
noon, whilſt Mors, ſeemed to declare ior nei- 
ther hoſt. 

In the mean time the five thouſand men, who 
formed the ambuſh, charged the right wing of 
thcir foes ſo ſeaſonably, and with ſo much vi- 
gour, that they obliged them to give way, and 
retreat with ſome precipitation: notwithſtand- 
ing which the Chancas, far from being intimi- 
dated with this diſgrace, erer a greater vi- 


79 Theſe eee were uſed in war, in order to ſtrike 
the enemy with conſternation. The Indians imagined, 
that the power of their god gave theſe inftruments of 
mu ic two contrary effects; one to charm their cars with 
harmony, the other to | wſpire their Enemies With terror. 
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vacity. Their mortification to ſee the victory, 
with which they had flattered themſelves, be- 
gin to waver, rouſed them to ſuch a degree, that 
in a few moments they regained the ground 
they had loſt. Aal 

The combat being thus reſtored to its former 
equality, continued two hours longer with great 
vigour, and little diſparity on either ſide. One 
circumſtance alone decided the advantage: for, 
in the heat of the battle, all the ſtones and trees 
in the plain were transformed into men“ arm- 
ed for the defence of their prince. This new 
ſuccour which the ſun, to accompliſh his pro- 
miſe, ſent to the Vnca Viracocha, diſconcerted 
the Chancas: they were unable to ſtand againſt 
fuch. ſuperior forces; their ranks were broken, 
and all their army throw into diſorder. 

They diſputed the battle, however, for ſome 
time, like deſperate men, who were now deter- 
mined to die gloriouſly: but, at laſt, they all 
fled in confuſion, and the Ynca remained maſ- 
ter of the field. The enemies were purſued 
in their flight, till they acknowledged them- 
ſelves overcome; and then the prince, that he 
might not ſeem as inhuman as the Barbarians, 


* The Yncas were very dextrous in illuſtrating their 
adventures by aſtoniſhing circumſtances. When the Yn- 
ca Viracocha fought for the defence of the houſe of the 
ſun, he was, from time to time, reinforced. by freſh ſup- 
plies from Cuſco, or the adjoining cities ; and, from 
thence, took occaſion to propagate the report, that the 
ſtones of the country were, 57 the ſun's permiſſion, 
changed to men, armed for his defence. : 


S cauſed 


30 PERUVIANY TALES. 


cauſed a retreat to be ſounded : he went in per- 
ſon through the field of battle, ordered the 
"wounded to be dreſſed, the dead to be interred, 
and gave the priſoners liberty to return home. 

During the combat, which continued above 
eight hours, ſuch a deluge of blood was ſhed, 
that the waters of a little river were all diſco- 
Joured, and conſiderably ſwelled by the crim- 
Jon torrent: for which reaſon, the plain, Whereſi the 
the battle was fought, was afterwards called, 
Tahuar Pompa, which ſignifies, the field o 
blood. The lain were computed to exceed 
thirty thouſand; of which number the Ynca 
| Joſt eight thouſand, and the rebels the reſt 
The general of the latter, and the two lieuteY - 
— were taken priſoners, and re th 
ſerved · to grace the triumphant entry, which 
the conqueror intended to make into the capi 
tal of the empire. | 

The Ynca Viracocha, diſpatched-three me 
ſengers'to-carry-the-news-of this great victory .o: 
to different parts. The firſt was ſent to the the. 
houſe of the ſun, to render the-moſt grateful 

acknowledgments to him, for his aſſiſtance in 
tho enemy's defeat. The ſecond had it in chargt 
to inform the prieſts, and thoſe of their orde 
Who had fled, that nothing more was incum 
bent on them, than to return to the temple 0 
the ſun, to thank him for his protection, and 
offer new ſacrifices to his divinity; he was all 
to acquaint the ſelect virgins, that the ſun 
through the merit af their prayers, had grant 


S 
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d victory to the prince. The third wa 
in der | $ com - 
4. oY miſſioned to find out the Inca Yahuarhuacac, 
wor and give him a full relation of all that had 
ns paſſed, and earneitly entreat hjm not to leave 
ko the place of his preſe nt reſidence, till the 
is ſhed prince's return to his maje 
11 diſco. The prince, having dilmiſſed the meſſengers, 
8 made his army pals before him in review; af- 
> whine ter which he kept about his perſon ſeven 
called thouſand men, ſelected out of his beſt troops, 
2 0 and then diſbanded the reſt. As to the Cura- 
\ exceed” he promiſed them an acknowledgment, 
ne Vine: ſuitable to the fervice they had rendered him: 
ier he then appointed tWo of his uncles his heute- 
en nant · generals, with orders to follow him. 
and re Two days after his victory, he marched 
„ hie thro* the country with his little army, intend- 
de capi ing to viſit his enemies, and relieve them, 
by his preſence, from the apprehenſions they 
e might ſuffer by the conſciouſneſs of their guilt. 
victory With this intention, he haſtened his march in- 
+ 4s th to the province of Antahuaylla, the country of 
grateful the Chancas; and, at his arrival, was ſurpriſed 
Res _ a ſpectacle that charmed him exceedingly: 
- hart he beheld, juſt before him, a mixed multi- 
8 - of women and children, bearing 
um 5 in their _ and, at ſmall — 
: crying out, O great and only ſoverei 
— 2 offspring of the ſun, and friend if _ 
1 wat pity our condition, and pardon our crimes ! 
The prince received them with the moſt en- 


the fun 
d grant Sing goodneſs; and gave them to under- 
| C 4 a ſtand, 
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ſtand, that their fathers and huſbands were the 
authors of all their miſery, but that he vouch- 
ſafed his pardon to every rebel, and only came 
thither to grant a general indemnity for what. 
ever had paſſed. He recommended to their 
particular care, thoſe widows and orphans, who 
had loſt their fathers and huſbands, in the bat- 
.tle of Yahuar Pompa. 

In this manner he took a progreſs thro? all 
the provinces that had revolted, and, in each 
of them, eſtabliſhed governors, on whoſe fides 
lity he could ſafely depend. He left garri- 
ſons, in ſome places, to protect them, in cafe 
of need; and having thus provided for the HAI 
defence of che country, he haſtened his return 
to Cuſco, loaded with the bleſſings. of the peo- 
ple, who, inſtead of theſe inſtances of mercy, 
expected nothing leſs than a general maſſacre. ed 

The prince arrived at the capital, in the 
ſpace of one moon * after he laſt had left ir. W » 
He choſe to make his entry on foot, to con- 
vince the inhabitants, that the quality of a ſol- ¶ his 
dier was more amiable to him than the title of ¶ the. 
a monarch. He was ſurrounded by his mar- 
tial troops, and walked between his uncles, the Wc. 
two lieutenant-generals : the captives, who He 
were reſerved to grace: his triumph, marched 
ſlowly, with an air of dejection, N Wea 
Conqueror. 0 


® The Indians compute their months by the reroluti- 
an of the moon. | 
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The people received the victorious prince, 
with all the acclamations and evidences of joy, 


that the ſight of a deliverer could inſpire. The 


aged Yncas advanced to meet him ; and after 
they had paid their adorations to him, as ſon 


of the ſun, they mixed with the ſoldiers, to 


have a part in the triumph. Alas, cried they, 
hy were not we young enough to ſhare the 
glory of combating under ſo heroic a captain 
The Coya Mama Chicya his mother, attended 
by his ſiſters, aunts and couſins, and followed 
by a vaſt number of the Pallas “, ſoon after- 
wards received him with ſongs of feſtivity, and 
all the marks of a profound reſpect: ſome of 
them embraced him, with the moſt endearing 
tenderneſs ; others gently wiped away the ſweat 
that bedewed his face, and the duſt that cover- 
ed and incommoded him; moſt of them ſcat- 
tered fragrant herbs and flowers in his way. 
The prince, with all his court, went to the 
temple of the ſun; and made his entrance with 
his feet bare, in conformity to the cuſtom: he 
there offered up his grateful acknowledgments 
to that glorious luminary, for the happy ſuc- 

ceſs with which he had proſpered his arms. 
He afterwards viſited the: ſelect virgins ; and 
when he had performed all the proper ceremo- 
nials, he thought it time for him. to return 
the Ynca Yahuarhuacac, in the paſs of. Muna, 

where he had lately left him. 21 | 
This name was appropriated both to the married and 
maiden prineęſſi s of the blood royal. f 
C5 The 
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The father did not vouchſafe to his ſon that 


reception which ſeemed due to the merit of his 


victory; he aſſumed an air of ſeriouſneſs and 
ſolemnity, that was far from intimating a per- 
flect ſatisfaction. However, it was not eaſy to 
determine, whether jealouſy at his ſon's glory, 
or ſhame. at the recollection of his own unman- 
Jy-indolence, or fear, left the young conqueror 
ſhould deprive him of his throne, moved him 
to treat the prince in ſuch a manner. Perhaps 
each of theſe paſſions had its influence; and 
their united impreſſions might produce that 
ſullen air, which gloomed in his countenance. 
Whatever might be the cauſe, their conver- 
ſation, in this public interview, was of a very 
fort continuance. But when the reſt of the 
company were withdrawn, they diſcourſed to- 
gether for a conſiderable time; but the fubje& 
of their conference was a ſecret toall the world. 
It: has been imagined, that they debated: which 
of the two ſhould ſway the ſcepter, the father 
or the ſon; and this opinion receiyed ſome con- 
irmation, when it was known, that the 
prince refuſed to let his father return to Cuſco, 
.which:he had been ſo puſillanimous as to aban- 
don; and doubtleſs chis pretext alone, ſeemed 
49rthe ſon a ſufficient inducement to dethrone 
this parent, who was then in no condition to 
. the reſolution of the Ynca Viracocha; 
becauſe he was informed, that the Ynca, as well 
as the capital of the empire, favoured his ſon's 
Pretenſions; and thus either through . 
" ut 1 0 
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of mind, or apprehenſions of a civil war, the 
unfortunate father was conſtrained to accept 
the conditions impoſed on him by the prince. 

The ſtipulations between them being ſettled, 
the Ynca Viracocha gave orders for a ſtately 
palace to be erected in the paſs of Muyna and 
Quieſpicancha; and took care to improve the 
delightful ſituation, with all the advantages 
and embelliſhments that could be deſired in a 
royal palace: the eye was raviſned with a beau- 
tiful variety of parks and garders, woods and 
artificial waters; whilſt the river Yucay inter- 
mixing its pure ſtreams with theſe lovely ob- 
jects, diffuſed new charms through all the deli- 
cious proipect. | 91 

Whilſt the new palace employed the ſkill of 
the artiſt appointed to compleat it, the Inca 
Viracocha took up his reſidence at Cuſco. It 
was then that he quitted the yellow border, for 
one that was red“; and yet he had ſo much 
moderation, as not to permit his father to reſign 
that mark of royalty. But tho' the king con- 
tinued to ear that honourable badge of em- 
pire z yet the reins of government were intire- 
ly in the prince's hands. 4 1e 

As ſoon as the palace was finiſhed, the prince 
turnifhed his father with every thing neceſſary 
to the conveniencies and ſatis faction of life. He 


» * The border was at ornament for the head, peculiar 
to the Vnca and his eldeſt ſun; and was properly a band 
age of wool, in the form of fringe, which covered the 
forchead from temple to temple. The Ynca wore a red, 
and the prince his ſon, a yellow border. * 

0 C 6 aſſigned 
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aſſigned him a train of attendants, ſuitable to 
his high rank, and left him nn! of nn | 
but the regal power. 

The Ynca Yahuarhuacac, .norwitlifinading 
all theſe enjoyments, was far from taſting any 
tranquillity in his ſolitude. He became inſenſi - 
ble = all the pleaſures his retinue were aſſidu- 
ous to procure him: he reſigned himſelf to 
gloomineſs of ſoul, and melancholy muſings, 
whichan a little time plunged him into deſpair. 
He could not turn his thoughts to the throne; 
from whence he had been obliged to deſcend, 
nor meditate on the conduct of his ſon, without 
ſtarting into diſtraction. In the day, he was 
tormented with ſad and painful reflections; 
and the night diſcompoſed him with diſmal 
viſions, which ſeemed to threaten. him with 
new misfortunes : ſo that he, at laſt, reſolved, 
by poiſon, to put an end to his days, that were 
rendered inſupportable by the bitterneſs of 
affliction. It was with difficulty, indeed, that 
he came to this determination; and the fear of 
diſpleaſing his parent the ſun, diſſuaded him 
from it for ſome time. He was aſhamed to 
commit a crime, which he had puniſhed-in his 
ſubjects, with the utmoſt ſeverity : for, during 
all his long reign, he had been indefatigable in 
his endeavours. to exterminate the pernicious 
uſe of poiſon. in his dominidus; and could not, 
without the greateſt mortification, reflect, that 
he was preparing, by his own example, to 


e in one moment, all he, good he had 
| been 
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able to een eſtabliſhing in ſeveral years d. But his 
othing eſpair made all the reflections unavailing: 
- | ſhe prepared the fatal draught, with his own 
and; and was now ready to raiſe it to his lips, 


anding | 
then the moon , touched with the crime her 


ag any 


nſenſi · Won was haſtening to commit, endeavoured to 
aſſidu - Prevent his periſhing in ſo fatal a manner. 

ſelf to There happened to reſide; in the college of 
uſings, Ihe ſelect virgins of Caſco, :*a young lady 
eſpair. bout ſeventeen years of age, called Aclahua;z 
hrone, rhich ſignifies, the manſion of the ſtars. She 
ſcend, eceived this name, to intimate the ſparkling 
ithout Mivacity of her eyes, whoſe luſtre was inſup- 
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dortable to every beholder.” This. lady, from 
er early years, had made hiſtory 


and poetry 
er favourite ſtudies; and the hymns ſhe com- 
poſed, in honour to the ſun, were thought 
rreferable to thoſe of the greateſt poets. She 
perfectly remembered all the antient and mo- 
lern tranſactions that had been related to her 
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Among the Indians were numbers of , both ſexes, 
ho made it their profeſſion to deſtroy others by poiſon ; 
ome kinds of which operated by a ſudden, others by a 
ingering death: they Had other forts which would de- 
drive the perſons they were practiſed upon, of their rea- 
on, and disfigure their countenances to a horrid degree 
of deformity; Sometimes, theſe pernicious ingredients 
yould cover the whole body with black and white puſ- 
ules, that crippled all their limbs. The Yncas were 
licitious to prevent ſuch practices among their ſubjetts. 

+ The Vncas believed the moon to be che wife and 
iſter of the ſun; and as they called them{elves-tons of 
the ſun, they were frequently ſtiled the ſons of the moon 
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by her Mamacunaꝰ; ſhe likewiſe ſurpaſſed her 
companions in every manual art, wherein th 
ſelect virgins were trained up: and all theſe 
amiable qualities were ſtill heightened by her 
admirable modeſty and ſolid virtue. 
This accompliſhed perſon was treated, by 
the Mamacuna, with much more -tenderneſz 
than the reſt of che ſelect virgins who were 
placed under her care. She as ahways in the 
preſence of that venerable matron; who tool 
a peculiar pleaſure in beſtowing new eultiva- 
tions on a genius, that was ſo correſpondent to 
reuter, „ (5 who ho 7th anvg 
One day, when they were together, the you 
Mamaduna took notice, chat Acllahua appearediſ but 
extremely diſcompoſed; ſne thought her coun-· 
tenance plainly intimated; ſome in ward diſſatis· I in 1c 
faction of ſoul. What may be the reaſon, my ſhot 
dear daughter, ſaid the, that I ſee you, to day, 
without that ſerene and eaſy air, which uſed tc 


A my honoured mother, replied Reflahus, 
you telieye me from a. great perplexity: for 1} Part 
was at a loſs in what manner I ſhould diſpoſe only 


294 Nie, n. 0 nn | |; 
This name, in general, fignifies a woman appointed I he 
toidiſcharge the functions of a mother, and is ſtrictiyſ ber 
applicable to thoſe of the ſelect virgins, Who had grown 
aged in the college of the ſun. The whole regulation oſ Plac 
that college was conſigned to their care: ſome of them beh. 
were like abbeſſes of convents, aud others reſembled the] inte! 
ſaperiors of noviciates : they inſtructed the younger ſeled Thi 
wirgins in their dwine worſhip, and taught them the va- 
rious works of the loom and needle, . 
L myſel:, 


PERUVIAN TAIZS, 39 


yſelf, to requeſt a favour, which I moſt 
undi entreat you to grant to me. You may 
f ſaid the Mamacuna, without any re- 
ſerve; and I will conſent to all you deſire, pro- 
vided it be reaſonable. You- yourſelf ſhall 
judge, replied Acllahua. The affair is to 
prevent the Inca TLahuarhuacac from drinking 
poiſon in deſpair : he is preparing to empty the 
fatal bowl; and his crime will infalliby draw 
down the diſpleaſure of the ſun on the royal 
family, the ſacred Guy of -Cuſeo, and all the 
empire of the Vncas. Mx deareſt daughter, 
interrupted the Mamacuna, I muſt needs think 
your zeal for your / country very commendable; 
but muſt ke wiſe blame your indiſcretion, for 
imagining a ſon of. the ſun capable of acting 
in ſo criminal a manner. But though the fact 
ſhould be as you ſuppoſe, how would — 879017 
upon you to prevent it? 

You ſhall ha ve all the ſalisfaclion you de- 
fire, ſaid Acllahua. Laſt night I Was — 
out of my ſlumber by a dreadful dream, the 
particulars of which I have forgot; and can 
only recollect, that at the time I was repeating 
a hymn, I had compòſed in honour of the fun, 
I heard an extraordinary noiſe at my cham- 
ber door; when turning myſelf towards the 
place from whence the Mum proceeded, I 
of: beheld a ſhining arm, adorned with pearls, 
1bled the intermixed with emeralds of an admirable luſtre. 
ger ſelea This arm moved towards me; thou Kae Icould 
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When it was near my bed, it bended towards 
me; in a kind of ſalutation, and then folding | 
itielf round my waiſt,” raiſed me up in a mo- 
ment, and conveyed me to the pavilion of the 
moon *, where it placed me on a ſilver throne, MW * 
at a little — from the throne of the ſun | 
conſort, and near the bodies of the deceaſed pre! 
queens . My eyes were dazzled! with the Put 
brightneſs that furrounded the face of the f t 
moon; and this glorious light made ſuch an 
impreſſion on my foul, as, for a few moments, 
ſuſpended all its faculties. Such was my con- 
dition, when my ears were pierced with a loud 
and dreadful voice, that awakened' me from 
my trance. Give attention; Acllahua, faid} 
<< this voice: the Ynca Y ahuarhuacac i is NOW 
preparing to commit an enormous crime. 
This prince, who was commanded by his 
« father the ſun, to exterminate from the 
empire of the 'Yncas the abominable uſe} 
Hof poiſon, is now determined to practiſe . ©” 


eden kambelf, Should He perpetrate his reſo. J. U. 
6 Dead W lh fall Rey; not only ; the 


4 


* Though the Yaeas conſidered the moon as the fiſter 
and ſpouſe of the ſun, and even their o-. mother, yet 
they never ador'd her in the quality of a goddeſs; they 
neither offered ſacrifices to her, nor erected temples in 
her honour, ''They only raifed for her a great pavilion. 0 


near the temple of the ſun, to ſerve her for an habitation;Y, 4 

and ſhe was there painted on a plate of filver, with tt 9 

face of a woman. Tb 
+ In the pavilion of the moon, on each fide of hetfons, 


| e the bodies of the deceaſed queens were range 
order, according to their ſeniority. 


PERUVIAN Tales. 41 
wards on him, but on the family of the Yncas, 
olding « and all their empire. The fun will, elſe- 


« where, | eſtabliſh other children, more 
« worthy of his blood; he wilt chuſe other 
«& adorers, other conſorts, and another temple. — 
] was ſo confouded with theſe menacing ex- 
preſſions, that J had no power to reply; 
but fell proſtrate on the earth, before the throne 
of the moon, and uttered the anguiſh of my 
foul in fighs and tears. But whilſt I was thus 
affected with fad impreſſions, the luminous 
rm that conveyed me thirher, raiſed me from 
he ground, and placed me, once more, on 
he filver throne; and then a voice, very dif- 
erent from the former, for it was exceedingly 
oft and melodious, ſpoke to me in theſe terms. 
O Acllahua, thou alone canſt preſerve the 
empire of the Yncas from deſtruction. G0 
then, without any heſitation, to the kin 
© Yahvarhuacac; and endeavour, by the moſt 
© prevailing reaſons, to diſſuade him from 
drinking the poiſon he has prepared. Tell 
him, that a prince, and eſpecially a fon of 
the ſun, ought always to preſerve an equa- 
„de gel lity of mind, and be ſerene amidſt all the 
I * viciſſitudes of fortune. Remember, Aclla- 
eſs; they hua, to take the cotton girdle, which you 
emples i“ will find on the bed in your appartment; 
t pavilion you will experience its virtue in the needful 
5 hour.“. 
ol The voice had. ſcarce uttered theſe. expreſ- 
ide of he ons, when the luminous arm embraced me 
re range I ane w. 
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anew, and conveyed me back to my chamber 


where I really found the girdle that was promiſed = 
me, and it is the very ſame you now fee me wear, . 


The Mamacuna was ſeized with horror at 
this relation. Great gods ! cried ſhe, what do 
F now hear, and is it poſſible , daughter, you 
ſhould entertain a thoughtof leaving this ſacred 
manſion? Have you forgotten the conditions on 
which you were placed here, and the. obligati- 
ons to which you conſented to be ſubject ? As 
you are ſelected to be the ſpouſe of the fun, you 
have devoted yourſelf to perpetual virginity; 
and are obliged to ſhun the fight, not only dl 
men, but even women “: and you would no 
expoſe yourſelf to the promiſcuous view d 
both.! In what mannuer do you propoſe to br 
faithful to your engagements? Are you not ve 
ry ſenſible, that the palace of the Inca Lahua 
huacac is inhabited by men and women? Be 
ſides, have you conſidered the fatal con: 
quence, to Which your imprudent zeal wi 
make you obnoxious; the moment you ſtepꝑ ou 
of this houſe, you are deemed guilty. of adul 
tery: the law. is moſt expreſs; and you wil 
inevitably be entombed alive. 
Tes, my deareſt mother, replied Acllahua, 
am ſenſible, both of my engagements, and th 
dangers to which I expoſe myſelf: but no con 

The ſelect virgi a lives in 
cloiſter, 2 n e con 
munication with any but themſelves ; and none but t. 
Coya, that is, the queen, and her daughters, were pet 
mitted to enter the collegſee.. 

N. - . fideratio 
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ſiderations are ſufficient to intimidate or detain 
me. Should I be fo fortunate as to diſſuade 
the Ynca from his fatal purpoſe, what bleſſings 
ſhall I ſecure to my country by that important 
ſervice! But ſhould diſappointment and death 
® bow conſequences of my attempt, I-ſhall at 
55 eaſt, enjoy the glory of having ſacrificed my- 
lions: ſelf for the welfare of my family, and all the 
ect! As hation. 
fan, you No, interrupted the Mamacuna, I will never 
rginity; ſuffer the deareſt of all the virgins confided to 
only, of to my care, to periſh by an ignominious death, 
114 nouland could you alledge reaſons never ſo unan- 
al ſwerable, do not flatter yourſelf with obtainin 
ſe to. Im conſent : nay, ſhould-you be certain of ſuc- 
"not vel ceeding in your deſign, the Inca will behold 
vahuan our excurſion with horror, and will be the 
2 firſt to deliver you to the Ynca Viracocha, his 
1 conſel n, who will ſentence you to all the ſeverity 
cal will denouaced by the law. Who then will defend 
ſtep ouſſ'® from that fate? and how reproachful will 
of aul our conduct prove to religion! What a diſ- 
vou will onour will you be to this holy habitation, and 
Jou. all — ſiſters, and with how much mortifica- 
11.1... tion will you affect your governeſs! Ah! 
ape deareſt daughter, added he with — 
no con f Jou have no apprehenſions of the rigour with 
lives in which you are threatned by the law, yet in- 
4 don dulge a generous fear of afflicting ine with tlie 
ne but thFmortal pangs I muſt ſuſtain, when I behold 
were peiſmyſelf loaded with infamy, by the puniſhment 
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ſoul. I am under a neceſſity, ſaid ſhe, oi. 


ourſelves and the empire, are much greater 


| diſſatisfactions. C 


44 Prrvvian Tales. 


The Mamacuna's tears made a tender im- 
preſſion on Acllahua; but as dreams were then h. 
regarded as certain prognoſticks from whence .. 
infallible confequences could be drawn, with re N 
ſpect to the good or evil that might ſucceed, , * 


the ſelect virgin was too great a proficient in phy 
in her religion, to make her duty ſubſervient -H 


to the ſentiments of compaſſion that roſe in her 


obeying the commands of our mother the 
moon; and the calamities that threaten both 


JR. thoſe you preſage from my intended con. 
uct, 
Your. obſtinacy, replied the Mamacuna, if"!P< 
perfectly: ſurpriſi ing ; and you run blindly to 
your ruin. When people raſhly expoſe them · Its. 
ſelves to apparent dangers, they ought to fink 
under the conſequence ; and when we grow 10! 
diſcontented with our proper condition, we run. ©© 
the hazard of plunging ourſelves into Sera 


I foreſee, that you will ſuffer: eu ſame mil 
forme that befel the phyſician Uruya. He 
was in a happy ſituation; but very difcontented; 
and ambition was his ruin. What happened 
then to this phyſician, interrupted Acllahua? 
I wit} make you acquainted; with the particu- 
lars, replied the Mamacuna; and theretore de 
my your attention. | 
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er im- 
re then 


op | N the reign of the Ynca Lloque Vupanqui, 
gang the third of our monarchs, a very famous 


dient in 
ervient 


3 * ince, engaged this phyſician to attend him to 


ger rhe uſco, where he liberally ſupplied him with all 
en bothlthe enjoyments neceſſary to make life agreea- 


a, in the country of Collaſuyu. The Ynca 


reatellble. Uruya, encouraged by theſe favours, fol- 


ed con owed bis profeſſion very ſucceſsfully for ſeve- 
al years. The Ynca conſulted him in all in- 
liſpoſitions, that affected either himſelf or his 
elations; and daily loaded him with rich pre- 
nts, Put whether it be, that the greateſt men 
re liable to the greateſt diſaſters, or that am- 
dition made Uruya diſſatisfied with his fortune, 
e took it into his head to ſurpaſs all his fra- 
rnity. Till then, indeed, he had confined 
is labours, like them, to the cure of diſtem- 


2una, is 
ndly to 
ſe them- 
to ſink 
e grow 
we run 
greater 


ej 5 wiſh himſelf, if he could but invent a ſpeci- 
Auth bor cfor all diſeaſes. He was a long time engaged 
ed this diſcovery; and applying himſelf to 
Judy the various conſtitutions of mankind, 
p articu- e gained a perfect knowledge of all plants and 
efore de. Irbs, that were either ſalutary or injurious. 
It laſt, after a long and laborious ſearch, he 

e perſuaded that he had found out the pre- 

vative he fo paſſionately deſired: it was an 
extract 


he His ron y of the phyſician UR U YA. 


phyſician, named Uruya, lived at Hatun-Col- 
loque Yupanqui, who conquered that pro- 


ers; but now he imagined he ſhould diſtin- 
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extract of ſeveral drugs, which he called the u 

uniyerſall preſervative z- of which he made the ablic 
firſt experiment on himſelf, and then recom. 
mended it to his neighbours and friends; whe 


having uſed it with a ſeeming ſucceſs, it ob- T 


tained a general demand: every perſon was de.. al 
ſirous to poſſeſs it; and the people contended ſcllal 
who ſhould beſtow. the greateſt praiſes on, the 
phyſician and his preſervative: The fame oi c 
Rey onderful diſcovery, being at laſt com. '*! 
municated to the Ynca Lloque Yupanqui, that 
rince-had recourſe to the remedy without thei 
leaſt heſitation, and uſed it as freely as his ſub 
jects. The court, the city, and the whole em 
pire called for the miraculous ſpecific.. I 
was to be reduced to powder, and taken every 
morning and evening: they even mixed it witl 
their food and drink; and ſeveral rſom 
chewed! it the whole day. By an effect d 
chance; no diſtemper was mentioned in Cuſco 
for the ſpace of three years, during which this 
madneſs prevailed: but as the beſt; things © 
when they are abuſed, degenerate into poiſon, e N 
ſo theſe powders had that effect. The gener: 
lity of thoſe. who had taken them, fell into 
languiſhing diſorder, and multitudes of them 
died. It was even with great difficulty, thi 
the Vnca himſelf recovered; and now there 
wanted nothing more to open the people's eyes 
Every one rejected the imaginary preſervative, 
as a fatal poiſon. The phyſician was treated 
28 a common murderer: all his zeal for the 
N R © public 
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ublic good was unable to protect him; and 
e was condemned to die by the law, which or- 
lined that puniſhment for every one who de- 
rived another of life. 

The Mamacuna now addreſſed herſelf to 


\cllahua: Daughter, ſaid ſhe, this hiftory ought 


þ warn you of the danger we incur, when we 
ould perform actions beyond our abilities. 
\ falſe prudence betrays us to our ruin: and 
erefore let me perſuade you to change your 
ſolution, and not be acceſſary to your own. 
eſtruction. My deat mother, replied Aclla- 
ua, I fee nothing in the example you have 
lated, that ſhould induce me to alter my in- 
ntions. I can give you a number of other 
ſtories, that will conyince you of your injuſ- 
ce in oppoſing my defign : but it is not neceſ- 
ry to relate them to you; for you are better. 
quainted with them rele m ſelf, and T owe 
em to your information. WII only con- 
ne myſelf to one inſtance, which I had from 
e Mamacuna your predeceſſor. One day, 
I related ſome ſtories to her that ſhe thought 
ery entertaining, I defired her to give me one, 
ker turn. She conſented ro my requeſt; and 
eliyered herſelf to this effect. 


he Site xiv of — i. 1 runs 
Mzrals. 


HE provinces called Charcas, beyond the 
— paſs of Collaſuyu, with reſpect to 


uſco, were formerly governed by „ of 
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an amiable diſpoſition, who feared the gods“ 
and whoſe only paſſion was to give happineſ! 
to his people. All perſons. had acceſs to his 
preſence, and he liſtened to the poor withoutf 
any-impatience or contempt; nor did he everf 
diſmiſs the; unfortunate, without ſome con. 
ſolation. But notwithſtanding he was ſo inde- 
ſatigable to accompliſh his generous deſires, 
he perpetually met with oppoſitions, that were 
in a manner. invincible. He was frequently 
diſturbed by his neighbours, who made inroad 
into his dominions, and carried off the greatelWiit+ 
part of his people; whom they either devourÞthe 
ed, or offered in ſacrifice to their gods. was 
This good prince would ſome times endeaſunle 
vour to oppole the fury of his enemies by rehem 

priſals, but was generally repulſed with loſs Wm 
but one of his greateſt afflictions was an un 
known diſtemper, that, from, the time he firl 
aſcended the throne, had attacked his own fa 
mily, and thoſe of the principal lords of hyeng! 
provinces. The malady began with a kind long 
tcurf, which from the crown of the head, graffimedy 
dually diffuſed itſelf over the whole body: Fvoida 
corroded the ſkin and fleſh, infected the boneFs no 
and ended in death. In vain had the phyſicÞvho t 
ans endeavoured to cure this diſtemper ; theſfor ye 
. remedies, inſtead of aſſuaging, only added neſmajc 
force to the malignity. t 'wo 
. The, prince ot the Charcas was ſo affficted And t 
the calamity. which, invaded bis family, tha left 
The Charcas adpred cygers/and ſerpents. ech 
| | v wrt 
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y a public proclamation through all his do- 
inions, and the neighbouring territories, he 
bromiſed half of his provinces to any one who 
ould cure his relations, and the lord of his 
ourt, of the diſtemper with which they were 
iſited. Several phyſicians preſented themſelves 
on this occaſion; but their preſcriptions were 
altogether ineffectual. Ar laſt, a magician, 
amed Churi, arrived at the palace; and bein 
Introduced to the king, Sire, ſaid he, I have 
long been acquainted with the cauſe of that 
iſtemper, which afflicts your children, and 
the principal lords of your empire: but as it 
was needleſs to make it known to your majeſty, 
nleſs I could have recommended an effectual 
remedy, I was obliged to be ſilent, that I 
mght not drive you to deſperation. In vain, 
for ſeveral years, did I conſult the ſecrets of 
my art, to enable me to cure this leproſy. All 
own tatmy endeavours, were defeated; and I became 
s of hYenſible, that the malady was to continue as 
kind Mong as its author was alive; and that the re- 
ad, griffinedy, during all that period, would be una- 
body: Nroidably concealed. But that the impediment 
he bones now removed; and the magician is dead, 
» phyſiawho thus preſecuted your family, in revenge 
er; thelfor your refuſing him, in marriage, one of your 
dded nei majeſty's relations, whom he paſſionately loved. 
o days are paſſed ſince I heard of his death: 
fflicted and the moment I was certain of the tidings, 
ily, tha left nothing unattempted to diſcover the re- 
medy, which is of ſo much importanee to your 
ajeſty. | | 
„ on D After 
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After ſome operations, I diſcovered, that in the 
the northen limits of your dominions, and on the ha 
higheſt mountain, named Utumcuna, there i wi 
a veſſel compoſed of three metals, gold, filver, 
and copper, and which contains a balſamic} w! 
liquor, proper to cure the leproſy, and all 
malignant defilements of the ſkin, and that this 
treaſure can be acquired by no mortal, but 
one of your majeſty's ſons. However, added 
the magician, tho* the remedy be now diſco- 
vered, there are many difficulties to be ſur: 
mounted, before it can be obtained, The 
mountain, as you well know, is, in a manner, 
inacceſſible: from the bottom to the middle, 
it is inhabited by tygers, and other fierce ani- 
mals, who permit no human creature to ap- ¶ dre: 
proach with impunity; and from the middle fan 
to the top, the eye beholds nothing but ghaſtly Pre 
rocks and precipices, that ſeem almoſt imprac-· -4 
ticable : ſo thatir will require the greateſt mag · ¶ ciar 
nanimity and conduct to ſucceed in this enter- all 
priſe. | 
The prince of the Charcas was exceedingly} he, 
diſcompoſed at the magician's ſpeech : his co- can 
tour frequently changed; he ſometimes lifted I anir 
up his eyes to heaven, and as often directed the 
them to the earth. Is it poſſible, cried he, that 
any of my children ſhould befable to ſurmount the | 
ſo many obſtacles ! I even think, that an hun-ſ tion 
dred thouſand men would be too inſufficient for glov 
ſuch an expedition; that they would all be to le 


devoured before they could reach the foot of treaſ 
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the mountain : ſuch a remedy might as well 
have been concealed, as ever made known, 
without a poſſibility of enjoying it. 

The magician, who ſaw the prince over- 
whelmed with melancholy thoughts, did his 
utmoſt to comfort him. Sire, ſaid he, 'I have 
had the honour to intimate to your majeſty, 
that intrepidity and prudence will conduct the 
adventurer to the top of the mountain. Theſe 
qualities are certainly to be found in ſome prince 
among your children : but if not, they are ne- 
ver to be expected in any other mortal. A re- 
medy of ſuch importance may inſpire any one 
with an inclination to obtain it. Let me 
then, interrupted the prince, if any of my chil- 
dren will ſacrifice himſelf for the welfare of his 
family. Let them all be admitted into my 
preſence. 

As ſoon as the prince was arrived, the magi- 
cian, at the king's requeſt, repeated to them 
all the particulars he had related to their father; 
and, at the cloſe of his account, Princes, added 
he, if the danger has any circumſtances that 
can intimidate you, conſider you ought to be 
animated by the advantages that will attend 
the poſſeſſion of the vale of three metals. 

At theſe words, all the ſons of the prince of 
the Charcas unanimouſly replied, that emula- 
tion, as well as intereſt, incited them to ſo 
glorious an enterpriſe. We ought, ſaid they, 
to leave nothing unattempted to obtain ſuch a 
treaſure ; and we would as ſoon chuſe to be 
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by the wild beaſts, or to periſh among the 
precipices of the mountain, as to live in cala. 
mity, and ſee ourſelves the reproach of our 
nation. 

The prince of the Charcas was alarmed to 
find all his children, who were forty-five in 
number, reſolved on the adventure of the 
mountain; he reflected that they might, poſſi- 
bly, be all haſtening to deſtruction. It is no 
way neceſſary, ſaid he, for every one of you 
to expoſe himſelf. Divide yourſelves into two 
equal companies; and let the one continue with 
me, whilſt the other employ their courage and 
addreſs for the general welfare. No, my fa- 
ther, replied the youngeſt, in the name of the 


reſt; as we are equally intereſted in the cure, 


we intend to ſhare the ſame danger, and will 
contend for the glory of preſerving one another. 
At leaſt, interrupted the prince of the Charcas, 
ſuffer me to prevail on you to draw lots, and 
let one of you remain here to comfort my de- 
clining age, and ſucceed to my dominions when 
I am dead. The magician now interpoſed : 
my lord, ſaid he, that would be a vain pre- 
caution ; for the lot perhaps might fall on him 
whois deſtined to make the vale of three me- 
tals his prize. 

When the prince ſaw that he could neither 
prevail on the magician, nor his own children ; 
Go then, faid he, and may the gods -accom- 
pany you with their protection. I have only 
one thing to recommend to your obſervance: 
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et each of you be as ſolicitous to defend his 
brothers, as he would be to fave himſelf. 
The princes, after this, made the neceſſary 
preparations for their expedition: and when 
they had compleated them, they all departed 
in a body ; every one being armed in the man- 
ner he imagined moſt advantageous. | 
It required a journey of fix days to ar*ive at 
the mountain Urumcuna, The laſt day of their 
march they began to ſee troops of lions and 
tygers, of a monſtrous ſize, bounding along 
the country: but that appearance had not ſut- 
ficient terrors to make nem proceed no farther, 
and they continued their progreſs with an he- 
roic bravery of ſoul; at the ſame time ſuſ- 
taining ſeveral aſſaults, and leaving many of 
the furious animals dead on the earth. But 
as thoſe enemies increaſed upon them, the 
farther they advanced, the eldeſt prince, who 
beheld twelve of his brothers wounded, pro-: 
poſed to them to return: if our approaches to 
the mountain, ſaid he, are ſo dangerous, what 
may we not expect from the mountain itſelf ? 
And if we find it ſo difficult in the plain, to pre- 
ſerve ourſelves from being devoured, what 
defence will be left us in thoſe aſcents, where 
inſtead of ſufficient liberty for our neceſſary 
motions, we muſt employ our utmoſt ſkill to 
walk ſteadily? Beſides, what probability have 
we of gaining the ſummit of this mountain, 
and climbing up declivities that ſeem ſo impaſſi- 
ble, as thoſe before us? And who can be cer- 
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tain that, though we ſhould be ſo fortunate as the 
to ſurmount all theſe obſtacles, we ſhall, at ¶ the 
laſt, find what we are now ſearching for? What the 
aſſurance have we of ſucceſs? Why, truly, the 
word of a magician, as great a barbarian, per- I the 
haps, as he whoſe vengeance we all ſuffer ; and tal 
who doubtleſs would willingly deſtroy us in Ver 
this place. Had he that benevolence for us, n 
which he pretended, ought he not himſelf, to by 
procure the vaſe of three metals ? But if this fan 
was an enterpriſe impoſſible for even a magician I his 
to perform, how can we flatter ourſelves with tar 
any ſucceſs ? 
All the princes except the youngeſt approved law 
of this diſcourſe. For my part, ſaid this latter, ¶ fur 
nothing ſhall make me conſent to ſodiſhonour- iſ ne 
 1rable an action: I neither fear the rage of lions ¶ wit 
and tygers, nor the difficult aſcent of theſe hin 
rocks ; and will ſooner die than return : and 
tho* you all ſhould forſake me, I ſhall not ceaſe ſo t. 
to try my fortune. And ſhould Enot ſucceed i im 
in my attempt, I ſhall have this conſolation in by! 
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death, that 1 have done the moſt. for my king, incl 
my family, and my country. 20 
e 


The princes were extremely mortified at a 
contradiction, that ſo reproached their own ti- ep 
midity. The youngeſt, ſaid they, affects to beat 
be the wiſeſt among us; and is ambitious of 
the glory of being the laſt in returning. Let Se 
us leave him then to himſelf : when once he i © 
alone, he will learn by experience, that a par- 
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the general prudence. Upon this, they began 
their march; leaving the mountain behind 
them, and returning by the way they came. 

In the mean time, Apuquepa, for that was 
the young prince's name, afcended the moun- 
tain with a ſteady pace, and with his lance, o- 
verthrew in the duſt, the firſt lion who came 
in his way; and being immediately aſſaulted 
by another, he mortally wounded him with the 
ſame weapon. But the lion, being rolled by 
his own weight to the bottom of the moun- 
tain, dragged with him the lance of the young 
hero; who, as he was preparing to recover it, 
ſaw two tygers ſpringing towards him in all the 
fury of hunger. His deſtruction had now been 
inevitable, had he not reforted to other arms, 
with which he had the precaution. to furniſh 
himſelf. He took a trumpet that hung by 
his ſide, and ſounded it with all his might, and 
ſo terrible was the blaſt, that both the tygers 
immediately fled. The prince was ſo animated 
by this happy experiment, that he had now no 
inclination to draw his lance out of the lion's 
body, but thought his trumpet a more infalli- 
ble weapon, The event was anſwerable to his 
expectation, for as often as he ſaw any wild 
beaſt approaching, he blew the trumpet with 
his former ſucceſs, and put all the lions and 
tygers. to flight, 

By this ſtratagem, the indefatigable prince 
arrived at the middle of the mountain, .where 
he met with new difficulties, for which he was, 
however, prepared. But before he attempted 
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covered the vaſe of three metals, at the foot of 


ported him, that he forgot all the perils and 
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to aſcend higher, he repoſed himſelf, and eat a 
little maize, and ſome roots which he had 
brought with him; and having, by theſe re- 
freſhments, regained his vigour, he began to 
purſue his progreſs. Sometimes he was oblig- 
ed to climb from one rock to another, and 
leap over wide clefts that opened a dreadful 
abyſs before him; beſides which, the ſtones 
frequently rolled from under his feet and hands, 
and, in their fall made ſuch an aſtoniſhing noiſe, 
that it ſeemed as if all the mountain was tum- 
bling into ruins. But the prince, no way diſ- 
couraged with theſe terrors, hung ſometimes 
by his hands, whilſt his eyes were in ſearch of 
another place, where he might faſten himſelf 
with more ſecurity. At laſt, by a length-of 
pains and toil, he aſcended ſo high, that he diſ- 


a very thick tree; the fight of which ſo tranſ- 


labour he had ſuſtained : and, falling on his 
knees, he returned thanks to the gods for the 
fuccours they had afforded him ; after which, 
he made a ſhort repaſt, and fell aſleep for ſome 
Apuquepa, when he waked, went to take up 
the vaſe, but found it ſtrongly faſtened to the 
Foot of the tree, that diffuſed its boughs over 
it. He made ſeveral efforts to diſengage it; 
but how great was his aſtoniſhment ! when he 
'beheld the tree, in proportion as he redoubled 
his ſtrength, changing into a young lady of in- 
"Ot PHE | com- 
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omparable beauty, and with whoſe features 
e was well acquainted, He was ſo ſtruck 
ich admiration at the ſight, that he had no 


d eat a 
ie had 
eſe re- 


gan to power to ſpeak ; but the lady, who obſerved 
oblig- he diſcompoſure into which this event had 
r, and Whrown him, began the diſcourſe, and expreſſed 
readiul Mierſelf in this manner. 


ſtones Apuquepa, my deareſt couſin! may heaven 
hands, Wor ever crown you with its bleſſings ! you have 
; nolle, Weſtored me to my liberty, for which may our 
s tum- 


pods condeſcend to reward you, The magi- 


ay dil- i ian Rurac, not being able to obtain me in 
1eumes? Bnarriage, carried me away by force, one day 
arch of Wc 1 was enjoying the cool air in the gardens of 
himſelf he prince your father, and my uncle. He 
igth- of onveyed 'me to his. habitation: where I was 
he dil- Whur up in a chamber nine days; on each of 
oor 1 hich he viſited me twice to entertain me with 
0 tranſ- 


is paſſion, and entreat me to accept of him 


ils and or my ſpouſe : I rejected his ſuit with diſdain, 
on his ind loaded him with reproaches. The ninth 
_— ay he aſſumed another tone; if you will not, 
which, 


aid he, very fiercely, this very day conſent to 
fer me your hand, I ſhall treat you in a dif- 
rent manner from what I have yet done: 

but as I anſwered him only by my tears, I have 
puniſhed your father, continued he, for: oppo» 
ing my demand, and all thoſe, whoſe-counſels 
ave been any impediment to my marriage, are 


or ſome 


take up 
d to the 
hs over 


hen he Nnarers of the ſame chaſtiſement ; z It only now 
emains, that I avenge myſelf on your diſdain ;- 

you. do not immediately preſent. me with 
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your hand, as a teſtimony of your compliance 
with my deſires, you ſhall feel the effects off 
my indignation. Act whatever you are capa- 
ble of performing, replied I, death will be: 
thouſand times more ſupportable to me, than 
the ſight of an unjuſt raviſher. 
The magician, mortified at this new re- 
proach, cried out : Tis now too much, and | 
will be amply avenged. Upon which he im. 
mediately opened a calebaſh, which he held ir 
his hand, and I ſaw it filled with a liquor as 
green as the verdure of the ſpring : he then 
fprinkled ſome drops of it on my head, and: 
chilling coldneſs inſtantly froze the blood in 
my yeins, my feet became extended, like the 
root of a plant, and my arms and head ſhot 
out into branches covered with leaves. In 
vain I endeavoured to diſtinguiſh my body, 
could only diſcover the trunk of a tree. In 
ſuch a ſtate did the 1 2p" place me on this 
mountain, and at my feet fixed the veſſel you 
hold in your hands; and, after he had uttered 
ſome words which were not underſtood by me, 
he fetired, and I have never ſeen him ſince. 
- Apuquepa being now freed from his per- 
plexities by this diſcourſe, Princeſs, ſaid he, 
I think myſelf very fortunate in obtaining the 
veſſel you mention; but the liberty to which! 
have reſtored you, compleats all my happi- 
neſs. The princeſs was curious to know what 
treaſure might be contained in that veſſel, 
which had ä him to ſo many * 
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I ſhall have opportunity enough, ſaid he, to give 
you that ſatisfaction ; at preſent ſomething 
of more importance demands our attention : 
let us ſee how we may beſt quit this-place. 
Apuquepa, in 3 theſe words, 


turned to the ſide of the mountain on which he 
aſcended ; but was ſtrangely ſurpriſed to ſee the 

roſpect entirely changed. Great gods, cried 
E. what do I behold! I ſee an eaſy and gen- 
tle deſcent, in the very place that, a moment 
before, preſented frightful rocks and precipices 
to my view: and then addreſſing himſelf tothe 
princeſs, Let us improve, ſaid he, the favour 
offered by the gods. You have expreſſed my 
thought, replied the princeſs, and I was going 
to tel] you, that we had a very agreeable way 
to walk down; and, if you did not diſcover it 
when you aſcended, "tis probable that the en- 
chantment ſubſiſted to the moment you' ſeized 
the vaſe, which the magician placed at my feet ; 
and this made the way, you ſhould have taken, 
inviſible. 

The prince and princeſs proceeded without 
the leaſt danger, - to the middle of the moun- 
tain, and from thence to the plain. Apuquepa 
had recourſe to his trumpet, to drive away all 
the wild beafts they met: and thus his forti- 
tude and courage preſerved him from ſuch dan- 
gers, as any other mortal had certainly ſunk 
under. 
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related is ſufficient to prove, that the greateſt 
perils ſhould never diſcourage us, when we 
would avoid greater calamities. I ſhall only 
add, that if the prince Apuquepa made no 
(cruple to expoſe his life on the word of a 
magician, I ought with leſs heſitation to riſk 
mine, on the command 1 have received from 
the moon, the comfort of our god the ſun. 
Acllahua, at the concluſion oF this diſcourſe, 
placed her two hands on her right ſhoulder, 


- Which was one act of their adoration, and then 


bringing them lower, ſhe without thinking on 
what ſhe did thruſt her right thumb into her 
girdle, with the virtue of which ſhe was, as 
yet unacquainted. But at the ſame inſtant 
the luminous arm. preſented itſelf before her, 
and a ſoft harmonious voice was heard to utter 
theſe words: O Acllahua! I obey both the 
moon, and the wearer of that girdle, If you 
are deſirous of going to the Inca Yahurahua- 
cac, 'tis time for me to convey you to his pa- 
Jace: neither walls or gates ſhall exclude you, 
nor ſhall you be ſeen by any mortal, but the 
Ynca to whom you are ſent. 

Acllahau, before ſhe made any reply to the 
voice, addreſſed herſelf once more to her Ma- 
macuna. Had TI not reaſon, ſaid ſhe, to be 
thus importunate with you? And now pardon 
me if I tell you, that it is if vain for to op- 
pole my requeſt. The Mamacuna, who be- 
held the luminous arm, and had heard the 
voice, was obliged to ſubmit. She embraced 
| FRY Acllahua, 
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Acllahua, with tears in her eyes; an 
ſhe had thrice kiſſed the air, which mY _ 
ther act of adoration, My dear child, ſaid ſhe 
may our god the ſun be propitious to you, and 
may the moon guide you in your way. 

The Mamacuna ftill continued to ſpeak; 
when Acllahua turning her eyes to the lu 
minous arm, Let us now, ſaid ſhe, haſten to 
the Ynca Yahuarbuacac. The obſequious arm 
immediately enfolding her body, rendered her 
inviſible, and conveyed her to the Ynca's 
apartment in the palace of Muna. 

The prince was raiſing the poiſon to his lips, 
the very moment Acllahua entered the cham- 
ber: but the virgin haſtily advanced to him 
and ſeizing him by the arm, Prince, ſaid ſhe, 
what are you about to commit ? Do you no 
more remember, that you are the offspring of 
the ſun? and can you be ſo degenerate as to 
diſobey him? Can you, my lord, who durin 
all your reign have beem indefatigable to ſup- 
preſs the uſe of poiſon, as contrary to huma- 
nity z can you, I ſay, act ſo inconſiſtently 
with your former conduct? And is it poſſible 
an Ynca ſhould flatier himſelf, that he may 
commit with impunity, the very crime for 
which he has ſeverely puniſhed ſuch numbers 
of his ſubjects ? | 

Theſe cutting reproaches, joined with the 
Ynca's ſurpriſe to ſee a daughter of the ſun in 
his apartment, prevented him from drinkin 
off the fatal cup, He replaced it on the table, 


and 


father, offended at the profanation offered him 


62 PRERUVIAN TALES. 


and viewing the young lady, whom he knew ſet 
to be a daughter of the ſun, becauſe he hadi ch 
formerly ſeen her in the college of the ſeled the 
virgins at Cuſco. Acllahua, ſaid he, what do yo 
I now behold! Do you really live? or is i ple 
your ſhade that ſtands before me? ] am loſt in for 
perplexity: for if you are {till among the num-W of 
ber of the living, by what means have you 
been able to quit the ſacred college, where you reſc 
was for ever conſecrated to the fun ? How way pri 
it poſſible tor you to enter this chamber when exx 
the door was ſhut? But if you are no longef I h 
an inhabitant of this world, what have you to a p 
deſire of an unfortunate prince ? rele 

O Inca! replied Acllahua, I am not as yet I ar 
numbered among the dead, nor is it neceſſary - 
that I now ſhould ſatisfy all your demands. *Ti def 
ſufficient if I inform you that I am diſpatchedi mis 
to prevent, if poſſible, your ſhortening yourſ you 
days by poiſon, The moon, your mother ſtate 
has condeſcended to appoint me her meſſenger the 
to ſet before you the horrors of the crime you you 
propoſe to commit, and the fatal conſequen - tbe 
ces that will inevitably enſue. The fon, your 


by one of. his own progeny, will inflict his 
vengeance for your tranſgreſſion in a remark 
ble manner : he will withdraw all his regard 
from the. royal family, .and utterly ſubvert 
the empire of the Yncas: he will config 
the imperial -city of Cuſco to the rage 
the barbarians ; he will ſuffer his prieſt to bt 
facrificed to falſe gods, and abandon his cho 


» kney 
ne had 
e ſele® 
yvhat do 
or is 1t 
loſt in 
e NUM- 
ve you 
ere you 
ow Was 
xr when 
) longe! 
> you to 


dt as yet 
eceſlar 
Is. Lig 
patched 
ng your 
mother, 
>flenger, 
ime you 
Mequen- 
on, your 
red him 
fAiAR hi 
emark- 
is regard 

ſubvert 

config 


rage 


ieſt to be 


his cho 


let 


PzrRuvian TALES. 62 


ſen virgins to a ſhameful violation of their 
chaſtity. You alone will be the cauſe of all 
theſe abominations. Let me therefore conjure 
you, my lord, for your own and your peo- 
ples welfare, to calm your diſcompoſure of 
foul ; and live, O Ynca! for ſuch is the will 
of the ſun your father. 

No! Acllahua, no! replied the Ynca, my 
reſolution is already fixed. An unfortunate 
prince, and a more unfortunate father, can 
expect no conſolations to reconcile him to life. 
I have ſuffered enough, and will no longer be 
a prey to ſo many calamities. I may even be 
relerved for ſorrows, ſtil} more agonizing; but 
I am determined to prevent them. 

Alas ! my lord, anſwered Acllahua, the 
deſpair which now oppreſſes you, is a greater 


misfortune than any you would elude, Are. 


you hardy enough to run the riſk of an eternal 
ſtate of wretchedneſs ? who will cover you from 
the indignation of the ſun, your father ? Have 
you permitted your thoughts, my lord, to de- 
liberate on theſe particulars? are the diſhonours 
that afflict you, ſufficient to juſtify your deſpair? 
Liſten to the language of your reaſon : this 
will certainly condemn your inordinate conduct, 
and inform you, that *tis advantageous to all 
mankind, and eſpecially princes, to experience 
ſome adverſity. This refines and poliſhes their 
virtues. How! interrupted the Ynca, do you 
call the loſs of an empire, the rebellion of a 
lon, and perpetual baniſhment, no more £8 
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ſome adverſity ? Are theſe the calamities to 
which virtue owes: it refinement; or, rather, 
are they not ſuch misfortunes as overwhelm and 
drive to deſperation ? 3 

My lord, replied Acllahua, I will no longer, 
repreſent to you the inſult you offered to the 
ſun your father, nor any more reproach you 
for murmuring againſt the determinations of 
Providence; I will content myſelf with ac- 
quainting you, that your words and actions 
diſcover an impotency of mind, not very con- 
ſiſtent with your birth. There have been 
princes, without number, whoſe extraction 
was much inferior to yours, and whom we 
even rank among barbarians, and yet they have 
ſupported their adverſity with a fortitude far 
ſuperior to any you diſcover. I remember their 
hiſtories, and with your majeſty's permiſſion, 
will offer one to your attention. Tow will ſee, 
that they, in a ſeries of misfortunes, much 
more tedious and oppreſſive than thoſe you re- 
pine at, have at laſt, by their conſtancy, tri- 
umphed over all their calamities, and never 
ſuffered, themſelves to be dejected by diſtreſs. 

The Inca was ſenſibly mortified by this 
diſcourſe ; - the colour fluſhed into his face; and 
turning upon Acllahua, with an air of indig- 
nation: Perhaps you are not fenſible, ſaid he, 
that, as much dethroned as I am, I have ſtill 
ſufficient power to puniſh any one, who ſhall 
dare to inſult me to my face; but ſince you 
have the temerity ta compare the conduct of 
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barbarians with mine, I command you to re- 
late to me, one of theſe hiſtories. Ard ſhould 
it appear, that the princes, of whom you are 
to ſpeak, were leſs unfortunate than myſelf, 


and that their conſtancy of mind has not ſur- 


mounted their adverſity, you ſhall be puniſhed 
for your inſolence, and expiate your crime by 
death. 

Acllahua was far from being intimidated 
with theſe threats. My lord, ſaid ſhe, I have 
advanced nothing inconſiſtent with truth; I 
deſire no other judge than your majeſty, and 
willingly ſubſcribe before hand to my con- 
demnation, if I be not punctual to my pro- 
miſe, We ſhalt ſoon ſee that, replied the Ynca, 
who, at the ſame time, placed himſelf on a 
throne, and then turning to Acllahua, Be ſeat- 
ed, ſaid he, and let me hear the hiſtory you 
have mentioned, The ſelect virgin was obe- 
dient to his commands, and began her relation 
in the following manner. 


Ao 


The Hisroxv of prince H IMA, ſovereign 
of the Mand of Titiedch. * 

About an hundred years beſote the Vack 
Mango Copac, and his wife Mama Oe:lo 
were ſent down to the earth, to civilize tie 
barbarous people, and train them up in the 
rue religion; the ſceptre of the iſland of Titi- 
| caca, 
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caca, and ſeveral of the neighbouring pro- 
vinces, was ſwayed by a prince, who, though] 
a barbarian, was ſo favoured by nature, as not 
to be unacquainted with the principles of hu- 
manity. His name was Himan; and he go. 
verned his ſubjects with ſo much wiſdom and 
juſtice, that even the divine Mango Copac, 
might poſſibly have found nothing reproach- 
able in any part of his conduct. 

This prince had never been married; and 
though he was perpetually ſolicited to turn his 
thoughts to an heir, he obſtinately refuſed to 
gratify the prayers of his people: and ſo fond 
was he of ſolitude, that, whenever he had diſ. 
patched the public affairs, he withdrew alone 
to a deep cavern, that ſerved him inſtead of a 

alace. If, at any time, he happened to quitEmig| 
bis retreat, which was but ſeldom, he then ſe · they 
cluded himſelf, as much as poſſible, from hisWlong 
courtiers, that he might enjoy his own medita-Wcont 
tions in private; and when he found himſelf N 
obliged to admit any company into his pre Ifirſt 
ſence, ſuch dejection appeared in his counte · N maſt 
nance, as plainly intimated a ſettled melancho · them 
ly in his mind. The elders of the people, who out c 
were his officers and courtiers, were conſtanthyj wou 
ſaying to each other, What ſtrange ſadneſs mi 
it, that thus affects our ſovereign? He is re-YUpo 
ſpected by his neighbours; he is the darlingFapart 
of his people; all his words are regarded afwhic 
oracles; we endeavour to divert him by allBalong 
imaginable amuſements; the lovelieſt virginsFpalac 
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n the kingdom are preſented to his embraces z 
ind yet his ſenſes are ſo prepoſſeſſed, that he is 
indifferent to all things, and his melancholy 
ſeems to be altogether inconſolable. 

Though prince Himan had frequent intima- 
tions of theſe complaints, yet he intirely diſre- 
garded them, and continually reſigned himſelf 
o the moſt penſive impreſſions. At laſt, the 
principal officers of his court grew weary of 
:xpoſtulating to no purpoſe. They aſſembled 
together, and ordered the firſt miniſter to en- 
quire of the prince, the cauſe of his melan- 
holy, and exhort him to take a conſort to his 
ded, as ſoon as poſſible. There were ſome in 
this aſſembly, who even hinted in their diſ- 
courſes, that how great ſoever their misfortune 


might be, to loſe ſo accompliſhed a prince, 


they were determined to acknowledge him no 
longer for their ſovereign, if he retuſed to be 
conformable to their deſires. | 

Mora-Conay (for that was the name of the 
firſt miniſter) had a ſincere affection for his 
maſter, and trembled for him, when he heard 
them talk of dethroning him. However, with- 
out diſcloſing any emotion, he replied; that he 
would withngly charge himſelf with their com- 
miſſion, and hoped the event would be ſucceſsful. 
Upon which he immediately wentto the prince's 
apartment, to acquaint him with the danger to 
which he was expoſed. He found his ſovereign 
alone, in the moſt unfrequented part of the 
palacez and throwing himſelf ar his oats + 7 
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lord, faid he, may a wretched worm of the earth 


be permitted to ſpeak, without reſerve, to the 
ſon of the lion? At which, Himan, raiſing his 
miniſte from the earth, replied, Thou art ſen- 
ſible, Mora-Conay, that I liſten with pleaſure 
to all you tell me, and have conſtantly directed 


you to conceal nothing from me: if there be | 


any thing wherein my perſon, or the public 
good is intereſted, ſpeak freely, without the 
leaſt apprehenſion of offending me. 

Since you thus command me, replied Mora- 
Conay, I muſt. acquaint you, my lord, that 
your people impute-your fondneſs for ſolitude, 
to an averſion you entertain for them; they 
loudly cry, they have no ſhare in your affecti- 
on, that you deſpiſe them in your heart, and 
count them unworthy of having any princes of 
your blood, to rule them after your death. 
There is reaſon to ſuſpect, that they will be 
ſpirited, by this perſuaſion, to ſome fatal ex- 
ceis. Every place reſounds with murmurs ; 
and ſecret aſſemblies are held, wherein they 

repared 
— to your intereſt. It is neceſſary my lord, 
added he, to check this evil in its firſt appear- 
ance. Is it poſſible, that no part of your do- 
minions can furniſſ you with a virgin worthy 
to be your ſpouſe? Should that be the fact, 
yet at leaſt, give your people the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing you take a miſtreſs. This is the 
only ttep by which you can appeaſe their diſ- 
content, and reinſtate all things in their prope! 
order. a The 
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The prince of Titicaca was convinced by this 
diſcourſe, that his dominions were threatened 
with an inſurrection. Let my people then, ſaid 
he, if they are weary of my government, raiſe 


e earth 
to the 
ing his 


art ſen- 


leaſure 5 

refed another lovereign to the throne. Let them try 

mie be it they can be happier under a new prince. . As 
public for me, the felicity of my life has nodependance 


n adiadem, and I am ready do reſign it to him 
ho (hall be thought more worthy to wear it. 
It will be much more ſatisfactory to me, to 


out the 


Mora- | 

d, that eſcend from my throne, than comply with 
Alu heir importunity. No, Mora-Conay conti- 
n; they wed the prince, I am abſolutely; averſe. to all 


affecti- olicitations to marriage, or even a miſtreſs: 


rt, and uch a propoſal is inconſiſlent with my duty and 
rinces of Notereſtʒ and you yourſelf will entertain the ſame 
tr death. pon, when 1 have acquainted you with ſome 


7 will be“ ticulars of my life. I ſhall open them to 
fatal ex- without any reſerve, and only deſire you 
urmurs; conceal them with inviolable ſecrecy. 

ein they Mora-Conay promiſed not to divulge the 


y favou-þ** circumſtance. that ſhould be imparted. to 
my lord, I after Which, Himan proceeded to this 
t appear- dation. ain 1 

your do- Thou knoweſt, Mora-Conay, that my fa- 


\ worthy Reer, after he had reigned, five years in this 
he fact, $224, was compelled to reſign his dominions 
is faction A conqueror. I ſhall not remind thee of 
his is the of thoſe ſtrange events, which gave a riſe to 
their dif. Nauietudes that have ſome reſemblance to the 
ir proper clent diſſatisfactions of my people; nor will 
The lell thee by what revolutions I aſcended the 
throne 
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throne of my anceſtors : thou hadſt too conſi nes 


derable a part in thoſe tranſactions, to mah h. 
any information neceſſary from me, and I ſhalWmir 
only confine myſelf to ſuch circumſtances I 
never came to my knowledge, and which, foWolit 
many years paſt, have interrupted the tranquil Wer v 
lity of my life. ture 

I lived till my. eighteenth year at RaymMeiſt: 
Pampa, near a mountain covered with ſnouMeatio 
1 was brought up in ſuch a manner as habitu{Wrer 
at ed me to hardſhips, and contributed not Marte 
little to make my conſtitution vigorous. MyWcem 
father, who had no child but myſelf, diſcovereWrom 
in me a courage ſuitable to my birth; he ac-MWornt 
cuſtomed me to combat the tygers and bearmpl 
Which are very numerous in thoſe parts. it hi 
wreſtled with the youths of our neighboufas 
hood; could ſwim to perfection; and, at thy fo 
age of fourteen years. had the glory to win iftn 
prize in thoſe exerciſes more than once. © tmoſ 
My father did not content himſelf witWpectat 
forming my body to labour and agility, bufound: 
was very careful to cultivate my mind. Hlaces 
inſtructed me in hiſtory, and intermixed ons o 
relations with ſuch remarks, as made me diff my 
cover a great difference in the action of manickle 
kind; and by his reaſoning, taught me to f graſp 
prove ſome of thoſe actions, and diſlike other deſce 


Among other particulars, he inſpired me wi he r 
ſuch an averſion for a plurality of wives, an der t 
the ſhameful freedoms to which all the younF!th a 


women were abahdoned, that I determines boc 
1 neyt 
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con never to marry, unleſs I could find a woman 
o mak{Wwhoſe inclinations had ſome conformity to 
| I ſhalWmine. 
nces 1 In this manner did I paſs my days in our 
ich, fa ſolitude, very different from other men, when 
anquil t was my fortune to meet with ſtrange ad ven- 
tures. One day when I was hunting, at the 
liſtance of three days journey from our habi- 
h ſnoy tation, I ſaw the moſt formidable tyger I had 
habituWver beheld, marching towards me. His eyes 
d not Wirted ſparkles of flame; his mouth, with a 
1s. Mreming impatience to devour his prey, opened 
covereWrom time to time, and offered to my view two 
he ac ointed ranges of teeth that appeared ready for 
d bean mploy ment. I lanched an arrow at him, which 
arts. Wit him on the right ſhoulder, but the wound 
ghbouffvas very inconfiderable, and only animated 
J, at thy foe, who came upon me with redoubled 
» win u viftneſs. We immediately clofed with the 
-» W{Wtmolt rage, and our combat merited other 


Raym 


4 
ſelf witiWpectators than the trees and rocks that ſur- 
lity, byſſounded us; I wounded the tyger in ſeveral 
nd. Hlaces; but in revenge, he left terrible impreſ- 
nixed Hons of his claws on one of my arms, and one 
e me dit my thighs; but the moment Ifaw my blood 
of manÞickle down, I was inſpired with new courage: 
me to a graſped my ſabre with both hands, and made 
ce other} deſcend on each ſide of my enemy. At laſt; 
d me wil he reared himſelf on his hinder paws, in 
ives, ander to ſpring full upon me, I received him 
che your! ith a back blow, and parted his head from 
etermineſſis body. But the moment I gave him his 


neVe death's 
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death's wound, he cried, Ah Himan! is it 
thus thou treateſt thoſe who deſire thy welfare 
Acllahua was interrupted in this part of he be 
relation, by a gentle noiſe at the chamber- doo. ©! 
upon which ſhe immediately thruſt her hand th 
into her girdle, and the luminous arm as in- m 
ſtantly appeared, the voice which attended ii W 
at the ſame time, enquiring of the ſelect virgin, 
what ſhe would have performed? Cauſe me, fle 
ſaid Acllahua, to be inviſible for a moment. P/ 
She had ſcarce pronounced this order, when Y 
the luminous arm wound about her, and made mu 


her diſappear from the Ynca's view. YOu 
The prince was much diſpleaſed at this un- tha 
ſeaſonable accident; he went to the door u true 
order to know the meaning of the noiſe, and the 
was told, that the neceſſary preparations wen f YOu 
made for the chaſe. The Ynca commanded . 


them to wait his. pleaſure. a few moment 
Upon which he ſhut the door of his apartment ciſes 
and Acllahua, at the ſame time, deſiring the ſoon 
luminous arm to leave her viſible, , he had the vie: 
pleaſure of ſeeing her appear anew. Ho- pe 
ever, he made no diſcovery of his ſatisfaction hiſto 
but on the contrary pretended to be always of will; 
fended at the parallel the: ſelect virgin had 

drawn. I perceive, ſaid he, that your hiſtor 
is ſomething long, and I-amynot deſirous you 
ſhould fatigue yourſelf; return to-morrow i 
the fame hour you came to day: you- ſhal 
proceed in your relation, and I will hear yo! 


totheend, betore I decide any thing, 


Acllahu 
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Acllahua having promiſed to return the next 
day, directed the luminous arm to convey ger 
back to Cuſco, and place her in the apartment 
of her Mamacuna: ſhe was accordingly carried 
thither in an inſtant, and found the venerable 
matron in ſtrange apprehenſions; but theſe 
were all diſſipated by Acllahua's relation of 
what had happened at Muna. Daughter, ſaid 
ſhe to the ſelect virgin, you have made ſo: apr 
py a beginning, that you may juſtly promiſe 
yourſelf ſucceſs in your enterprize; and you 
muſt now perſevere, ſince ſuch is the will of 
your mother the moon. I am now perſuaded, 
that the revelation lately imparted to you is 
true; and may the ſun our parent grant, that 
the Inca Yahuarhuacac may be delighted with 
your ſtories, and by his attention to them, loſe 
the remembrance of his misfortunes. | 

Acllahua paſſed that day in the uſual exer- 
ciſes of the ſelect virgins. © The next morning 
ſoon after ſhe roſe ſhe returned to Muna, 
where ſhe found the Ynca Yahuarhuacac, who 
expetted her with impatience. Proceed in-your 
hiſtory, ſaid he; I ſhall now ſee whether you 
will be punctual to your promiſe, 


HOUR II. 


MV lord, replied” Acllahua, the prince of 
Titicaca continued. to relate his hiſtory in this 
manner. I will confeſs to you, my dear Mo- 
ra Conay, I knew not what to think of the 

R 1. 4 aadven- 
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adventure you have heard. So extraordinary an 
event made me at firſt regret the tyger's death, 
and I began to wiſh I had only diſabled him 
from the combat, that I might have known 
what particular benefit he intended me. But 
recollecting with what fury he aſſaulted me, 
tis impoſſible, ſaid I, that this animal could 
have any inclinations in my favour ;. nor did hut 
he treat me as if he wiſhed me well. The im- We 
preſſion his claws have left upon me, ſufficiently Natel 
convince me, that he only wanted to devour Hin 
me, and I could do no better than kill an ene- not 
my who endeavoured to deſtroy me. ä ov 
Thoſe refteftions baniſhed from my heart, Wjuci, 
all the compaſſion that had begun to ſpring up Ia lo. 
there, and I now flead off the tyger's ſkin char 
without the leaſt reluctance. As I had loſt a Where 
large quantity of blood, 1 had occaſion for the W1;11 
animal's ſkin to bind up my wounds, and ac- Won 
cordingly I cut off two large thongs, one of Nom. 
which I applied to my arm, and the other to only 
my thigh, taking care to faſten them with fil- 
lets in ſuch a manner, that the effuſion of 
blood was ſtopped, and I then began to think 
1t time to retire, | firſt 
The day was now upon the cloſe,and the fa · Ning 
tigue J had endured in the cqmbar, together Or 
with my loſs of blood, very much weakened ecov 
me; beſides which, I was excedingly torment- Noun 
ed with thirſt. At laſt I aſcended the crag of Þchel, 
a rock, to try if I could diſcover any little cot ou f 
to paſs the night in; all I could obſerve, was Nppre 
| a 
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ary an ¶ a little column of ſmoke riſing at ſome diſtance 
death, W from me, and to this I immediately directed 
d him my ſteps. 

now This ſmoak aſcended from a cave, whoſe 
But I entrance was cloſed up; but the neceſſity I was 
2d me, Wunder of ſome aſſiſtance, made me knock at the 
could ¶ door, upon which four aged women appeared; 
or did ¶ but the moment they caſt their eyes on me they 
he im- ¶ were ſeized with a ſtrange fear, and immedi- 
ciently WW ately fled leaving the door, upon which I was 
devour Win ſome heſitation, whether I ſhould enter or 
an ene: Wnot; but my need of refreſhment inclined me 
to venture, and curioſity determined my reſo- 
7 heart, {lution ſo to do. After I had paſſed through 
ring up a long ſubterranean gallery I came to a large 
s ſkin chamber, illuminated by ſeveral tapers, and 
d loſt a Where found the four antient women, who were 
for the Witill under the impreſſions of their fear. My 
and ac- Wood ladies, ſaid I, take courage, I am not 
one of come here to offer you the leaſt injury, and 1 
other to only implore your aſſiſtance :_ theſe two days 
with fil-Ppaſt, I have followed the chaſe in the neigh- 
Gon of Pourhood of your grot, and have been exceed- 
to think ingly fatigued this day; I am even dying with 
hirſt, and only intreat you to give me ſome- 

d the fa · hing to drink. 


together One of theſe women, whom my words had 
eakened ecovered from her fright, made me this reply. 
orment- Noung ſtranger, ſaid ſhe, if we fled when we firſt 
crag of Þcheld you, it was not becauſe we ſuſpected 


little cot Fon for an enemy; but we were ſeized with 
rve, was Fpprehenſions to ſee you arrive at a place 
a E 2 where, 
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where, for the ſpace of ſixteen years, we have 
never beheld any man but yourſelf. We were 
ſenſible that the avenues to this grot were 
ſtrictly guarded, and thought that none could 
approach it without inevitable deſtruction: 
and yet you are arrived here in perfect ſafety. 
What are we to think then of you; doubr- 
leſs ſome magician, or rather a propitious god, 
has preſerved you from the danger. 

Madam, replied I, before I ſatisfy your cu- 
rioſity, permit me to quench my thirſt. I had 
no ſooner repeated this requeſt, than they pre- 
ſented me with a cocoa, the juice of which | 
drank with exquiſite pleaſure, and never till 
then taſted any liquor ſo delightful. But 
- whilſt I was drinking, one of my old hofteſſ:: 
perceived that I was covered with blood. She 
was extremely ſtartled at the fight, and aſked 
me if I had been wounded, and by whom. | 
acquainted her, that a tyger of a prodigious 
ſize had aſſaulted me, and in the combat 
torn my fleſh with his claws: added, that | 
had been ſo fortunate as to leave my enemy 
dead on the ſpot. 

Act theſe words the four matrons burſt out 
into a loud exclamation. Young ſtranger, ſaid 
they, you mult inevitably periſh unleſs we ten- 
der you ſome aſſiſtance; afd without loſing 
any time, two of them began to unbind the 
ſkins I had wound round my arm and thigh, 
and the other two, with the ſame expedition, 
paſſed into an adjoining chamber, from . 
| | the) 
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they preſently returned, bringing a calebaſh 
e have filled with ſo odoriferous A balm, that the fra- 
e were Ml grance diffuſed itſelf through all the apartment. 
t were The virtue of it was ſtill more excellent; for 
could the moment they anointed my wounds with it, 
action: Wh I found myſelf fo perfectly cured, that there 


ſafety. was not the leaſt appearance of any: ſcar, 
doubt— The late cry of the four aged women echoed 
us god, thro' all the grot, and inrallibly reached the 

ears of a young perſon, who was carefully 
our cu- WW guarded in that place. I have ſince been in- 
I had if formed, that ſhe was the young Cumac Riti, 
ey pre- the only daughter of him who had uſurped my 
vhich 1 father's dominions. She had the curioſity to 
ever till diſcover, what was tranſacted in the chamber 
. But where we then were. Her majeſtic ſhape 
hoſteſſes MW might make her paſs for a goddeſs, and the 
2d. She luſtre of her beauty would induce one to be- 
id aſked heve fome ſtar, in all its brightneſs, had de- 
10M. I ſcended to grace the earth. 


odigious was preparing to teſtify to her the admira- 
combat tion ſhe had infuled into my ſoul, and the im- 
|, that preſſions the view of her charms had fixed in 
y enem j my heart; when I heard z terrible noiſe at the 
door of the cavern, We liſtened to it, and 
durſt ou heard the ſound of an exceeding-ſtrong voice. 
ger, ſaid Great gods! cried the four aged women, we 
$ we ten · ¶ are all undone ! It is the magician Coran ! We 
ut loſing have violated his orders, and nothing can pre- 
bind the ſerve us from his fury. Ah, unhappy ſtranger, 
nd thighſ added they, what fatality has conducted you 
pedition, x E 3 -- here, 
n whence 


the) 
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here, to be the cauſe of our deſtruction, as well 
as your own | 
hey were proceeding in theſe melancholy 
lamentations, when the magician appeared, 
There was ſomething very ſtern and gloomy 
In his air; his ſtature was four cubits high; 
the tincture of his complexion ſeemed more in- 
elining to black than white; and he held a red 
wand in his hand. Preſumptuous wretches, 
faid he to the four ancient women, you deſerve 
to die, for giving admiſſion to that ſtranger in 
this place, contrary to my commands; but! 
pardon you in conſideration of the care you 
have taken to ſave his life. And then turning 
to me, 1 likewiſe forgive you, ſaid he, the in- 
jury you have offered me by killing an in- 
chanted tyger, who coſt me the labour of ten 
years to produce; and how much ſoever I am 
diſſatisfied at that loſs, I am willing to forget 
it, on account of the courage you diſcovered 
in the combat : however, the poor animal had 
no deſign on your life; he only attempted to 
intimidate you, and oblige you to fly from a 
place, to which you could not approach with 
impunity : for which reaſon, continued he, I 
cannot entirely pardon the crime you have 
committed, by intruding here; and, for your 
puniſhment, I condemn you to continue three 
moons in this grot, after which you ſhall wan- 
der for the ſame ſpace of time, on the earth ; 
and I ſhall then know, by your conſtancy of 
mind, if you be worthy of the fortune to 
which I intend to raife you. | I 
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I would willingly have excuſed myſelf, by 
alledging the neceſſity I was under of coming 
to that place for ſome aſſiſtance, But whilſt 
I was addreſſing him with ſuch expreſſions, as 
were moſt inſinuating, and capable of ſoften- 
ing his reſentment, a ſudden ſlumber cloſed 


my eyes, and I did not awake till a long time 


after, 

But, O heavens! how great was my aſto- 
niſhment when my ſleep left me! I no more 
beheld. in the grot, either the magician or the 
tour aged women, or the young lady who had 
charmed me. The tapers were all extinguiſh- 
ed, and a ſolemn darknels reigned thro? all the 
place; and as an addition. to my misfortune, the 
gate, through which I entered, was exactly 
cloſed up with a huge ſtone. The thought 
of being alone in a ſubterranean cavern, with- 
out light or food, filled me with horror, and 
my hair roſe upright on my head. How ! ſaid 
to myſelf, was a tranſient glance at a youn 
lady, who preſented herſelf to my view, ſo 
great a crime, as to draw upon me ſuch a 
levere puniſhment? What would it then. 
have been, had I acquainted her with the ſenti- 
meats of my heart? 

I was a long time engaged in reflections on 
this adventure, and found my ſoul agitated by 
a variety of ſtrange emotions; for, notwith- 
ſtanding the melancholy fituation to which I. 
was now reduced, my thoughts were taken 
up with the idea of this amiable perſon, and I 

E 4 was. 
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was ſenſible of impreſſions in her favour, which 
1 never knew till then. | 
My grea:={t perplexity was, how to recon- 
cile the mercy of the magician, to the barbari- 
ty with which he treated me. He pardoned 
me, faid I, the death of his tyger who coſt him 
ten years labour, and yet condemns me to pe- 
riſh by famine, only for gazing on a perſon 
who appeared but a moment before me. The 
four women who were diſobedient to his com- 
mands, received mercy from him, becauſe they 
ſaved my life; and now he himſelf would de- I. 
prive me of that enjoyment. He ſhuts me up © 
in a ſubterranean ſolitude, from whence *tis 01 
impoſſible to diſengage myſelf, and where! f 
cannot long ſubſiſt without food. | 
Upon the whole, the reſult of all theſe IM th 
thoughts was, that it was not probable the ma- ¶ ft: 
gician could have any deſign againſt my life; 
and I began to imagine, that he only intended m. 
to divert himſelf with my ſurpriſe and afflic- m. 
tion, Let me reſolve then, ſaid I, to ſuffer, m. 
and leave the gods to diſpoſe of me as they Me 
pleaſe. But for all this I diligently endeavour- I fat 
ed to find out a paſſage from that confinement. iſ dy 
I knew there was another door, beſides that I Vil 
which was opened by the two women, when © Pat 
they went for the balm they applied to my tha 
wounds; and which was the very ſame door 01 
at which the young lady made her appearance 
to me. But I ſearched round the chamber ſe- I ap 
veral times to no purpoſe, and met with no- 


thing but a continued wall extremely ſolid. 
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HOUR III. 


1 had now been ſeveral hours, and to my 
apprehenſion, as many years, in a ſtate the 
moſt diſmal that a man could poſſibly experi- 
ence. My throat was inflamed with thirſt, 
and I felt all the ſeverity of hunger. My 
ſtrength began to fail me; and I had no hope 
of being accommodated with what I wanted. 
In ſhort, I was reduced to ſuch a languiſhing 
condition, that being no longer able to hold 
out, I was obliged to lie down on the earth; 
for the magician had not left me ſo much as a 
bed to repoſe on, I there determined to await 
the concluſion of a wretched life; but was in- 
ſtantly ſeized with a deep ſlumber. 

In this ſtate an antient woman e to 
me, and ſaid, Give attention, Himan; the 
magician Coran permits me to offer you ſome 
mitigation of your misfortunes. Give me im- 
mediatel y then ſome little refreſhments of food, 
ſaid I; my ſpirits are exhauſted, and I am 
dying with faintneſs. You ſhall not want pro- 
viſion, replied the aged perſon, provided your 
patience does not fail you; and remember, 
that if you diſcover no weakneſs of mind- in 
your diftrefs, ' you ſhall one day enjoy the 
brighteſt proſperity to which a mortal can 
aſpire. n 
At the concluſion of theſe words, me- 
thoug he the old woman left by me a pannier 

E 5 made 
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made of reeds, which till then ſhe had held in 
her hand; upon which ſhe retired, and I im- 
mediately awaked. The idea of this perſon 
was ſo perfectly imprinted in my mind, and [ 
found ſo much conformity between her diſ- 
courſe, and the laſt part of what the magician 
had faid to me, that I looked on this adven- 
ture to be, not ſ much a deluſive dream, as 
a real apparition ; and grew perſuaded that 
I had received a ſupply ſuitable to my preſent 
neceſſity. In this confidence I ſearched about 
with my hands; and in a little time found at 
my ſide, the pannier that ſeemed in my dream 
to be left by the aged matron : it contained 
eighty-ſeven cocoas, a very moderate nouriſh- 
ment for a man ſo afflicted with hunger and 
thirſt as myſelf. I opened one of the cocoas. 
with great eagarneſs; after which I drank the gr 
juice and eat the pulp. 
I eaſily judged by the number of cocoas, t 
that they were to be my proviſion for the whole N ſho 
time I was to remain under ground; and that 
I muſt only eat one every day: but the diffi- 
culty was, how to diſtinguiſh day from night Uth 
in ſuch perpetual darkneſs: I therefore regu- I 89c 
lated my appetite. by a reſolution, not to eat hol, 
or drink, but when I found nature in abſolute 
need of a recruit. And the event convinced If fou 
me that 1 had acted with diſcretion: for by fat 
theſe means my cocoas laſted as long as I want- Jed, 
ed them. In reality, when I took the laſt 
which remained, tht three moons. were com- 
| pleated, 
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pleated, as preſently appeared; for the mo- 
ment I took the cocoa into my hands the ſhell 


changed into a bow, the pulp became a quiver, 


and the liquor was transformed into three ar- 
rows. | 

Whilſt I was in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment at 
this prodigy, I heard a voice which ſaid to me, 
Himan, you are now at liberty; ſhoot one of 


your arrows againſt the door of the grot : after 


which, depart from this place, and direct your 
courſe towards that quarter from whence the 
wind ſhall happen to riſe. Whenever a calm 
enſues, proceed no farther ; but as ſoon as the 
wind begins to blow again, renew your jour- 
ney; and above all things, be careful not to 
diſquiet yourſelf with any manner of diſtruſt, 
At theſe tidings, I raiſed myſelf from the 
ground, exceedingly revived with what I had 
heard; and immediately diſpoſed. myſelf to 
comply with the injunctions of the voice, I 
ſhot an arrow againſt the gate; and. at the 
inſtant, the ſtone which cloſed {the entrance, 
ſhattered into duſt, and left me a free paſlage. 
| then offered up my acknowledgments to the 
gods, for. permitting me, once more, to be- 
hold the light; after which, I took notice of 
the quarter from whence the wind roſe, and 
found it blew from a point : oppoſite to my 
father's habitation. . This circumſtance abat- 
ed, in ſome meaſure, the joy with which my 
liberty affected me. However I determined, 
without any heſitation, to purſue the track 
E 6 pPreſcribep 


resin As. 


preſcribed me, notwithſtanding any difficulties 
or inconveniencies that might happen. 

After a journey of three days, through 
woods and over mountains, I ſaw a ſolitary 
cot near a little river, and as the wind that 
had hitherto been my guide, no longer blew, 
J went into this forlorn manſion; where I be- 
heldan old man, and two young women. They 
received me with an air of hoſpitality, and I 
reſolved to continue there, as long as the calm 
| laſted, I ſoon recovered my ſtrength by reſt 
and food. The old man frequently hunted 
in the fields, and his wives caught fiſh out of per 
the river; by which means they were plenti- Wan : 
fully ſupplied with proviſions: and as I cre- fro. 


ated an additional expence to my hoſts; I like- ( 
wile hunted and fiſhed in my turn, thatT might to 


incommode them as little as poſſible.” And avo 
indeed I always came back loaded with game ing 
and fiſh; but my ſucceſs was chiefly owing to 1 1 
my arrows, If I ſhot them into the air, they 
ſpontaneouſly returned to me with ſome bird 
they had pierced; or if I launched them along 
the earth, or into the water, I was ſure of be- 
ing ſupplied with ſome beaſt or fiſh. Theſe 
ſhafts were certainly made under ſome favour- 
able conſtellation; and I diſcovered their vir- 
tue from the firſt day of my p̃rogreſs. 

As I was in poſſeſſion of ſuch a treaſure, it 
was no wonder that I became agreeable to my 
hoſts: they never lived in ſo much profuſion 
before; and were continually bleſſing the day 

| that 
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ulties chat made me their gueſt : for my part, I had 
an extraordinary pleaſure to find myſelf uſeful 

ough to them. 
litary For the ſpace of fix days, I lived with much 
that tranquiility in my new habitation; and happy 
blew, [W ſhould I have thought my condition, had not 
I be- my deſtiny, or rather the infidelity in my hoſt's 
They wo wives, changed my pleaſing ſituation. I 
and I Wtcok notice, that they began to appear very 
> calm thoughtful, and were ſoon after ſeized with 
zy reſt unuſual languors, till at laſt they had an entire 
unted diſreliſn for their food. All this time 1 was 
out of ¶ perfectly unacquainted with the cauſe of fuch 
plenti- {Wan alteration, and little imagined it proceeded 
1 cre- from myſelf. 8 = NE 
1 like- One day theſe women made a declaration 
might Ito me, that they had found it impoſſible to 
And avoid loving me; and were incapable of reſiſt- 
| game ing the flames which confumed them. « 
ring to M This confeſſion filled me with the utmoſt 
„they Neonfuſion. Is it poſſible, ſaid I, that the faith 
ze bird ou both have ſworn to your huſband, ſhould 
1 along be inſufficient to preferve you from this weak- 
of be- reſs? Or do you really imagine, I can be ſo 
Theſe bandoned as to yield to your criminal defires, 
favour- nd bring the greateſt of all infamy on a man 
er vir- {ho has entertained me in his houſe, and con- 
ſ antly treated me with the moſt obliging hoſ- 
ſure; it Pitality? In a word, I omitted nothing in my 
> to my Power, to reſtore them to reaſon; but I found | 
rofuſion ll my endeavours were unavailing. The poiſon, 
the day ad ſunk too deep. They conjured me to pity their 
that ſufferings, 
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ſufferings, and even practiſed the powerful Mur 
artifice of tears, to ſeduce me. Hor 


The better to diſengage myſelf from their 
importunity, I repreſented to them the ab- 
ſurdity of their proceeding. Were J even ca- 
pable, ſaid I, of excuſing your frailty, and 
gratifying either the one or the other of you 
with any returns of love; yet can you flatter 
yourſelves that I could 1 725 regard you both 
with equal tenderneſs? How ſhould J divide 
myſelf between you, and in what manner would 
you reconcile yourſelves to a 8 that 
would unavoidably be attended with diſcord 
and jealouſy? Be not diſquieted at that appre- 
henſion, replied they; we two are united by 
the ſtricteſt friendſhip : we are infected with Nthoi 
the ſame diſtemper, and apply for the ſame Nord 
relief. We are mutually deſirous of each other's Muſt 
cure; and the advantage of the one, will cre- Nive 
ate no jealouly in the other: nay, ſhould the be tl 
advantage be common to us both, we ſhall be Nheart 
incapable of jealouſy for that very reaſon. the | 

As I perſiſted in my refuſal, notwithſtand- hey 
ing all their blandiſhments and inſinuations; T. 
barbarous man ! ſaid they, you wiſh to ſee us the v 
die unpitied, but your diſobliging indifference 
ſhall farſt be fatal to yourſelf. At the ſame 
time, with rage in their Iqoks, they each of 
them ſeized a knife of ſtone, Thy. reſiſtance; 
cried they, is. altogether. unavailing; and it 
thou haſt no compaſſion for us, we will firſt 
kill thee, and then put an end to our on 


lives, 
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werful Fives, which we have languiſhed away for a 


long time. 
n their It I felt ſome emotion at the danger wherein 
he ab- WW beheld myſelf, I was as much affected with 
7en ca- 


horror at the exceſſes to which a fooliſh paſſion 


* 


7, and Wrranſported theſe women, and was at a loſs 
of you how to regulate my future proceedings. I was 
_ fatter Pgitated with different reflections, that ſtrangly 
u both Ndiſcompoſed me; and aſked myſelf, if I could 


divide We weak enough to yield to the threats I had 


would Heard? Where then, ſaid I, is that fortitude 
on that WW exerted in my combat with the enchanted ty- 
diſcord Meer, and in the grot that was lately my pri- 
appre- Non? But, as I was not long permitted to de- 
red by Wlberate on the reſolution Þ had to take, I 


ed with Nchought it moſt proper to diſſemble; and ac- 


ie ſame Meordingly gave them to underſtand, that their 
other's Mhuſband was aged and infirm, and could not 
vill cre- Nuve many days longer, and that I then would 
uld the Wbe the firſt to attempt the conqueſt of their 


ſhall be Wearts; or at leaſt, would endeavour to make 
ſon. the beſt returns to the tenderneſs. with which. 
hſtand-'Fhey had favoured me. 

ations; This diſcourſe ſoftened, in ſome meaſure, 
o fee us the violence of their rage, and their impetu- 
ference ſolity, by degrees, ſeemed enchanted into mild- 
he ſame eſs, by the hopes I gave them; but if they 
each oi ere tranſported to ſee me in a diſpoſition ſo 
ſiſtance Wavourable to their deſires, the ſatisfaction they 
and it Nerived from it would not permit them long 
will firſt Wo wait for the happineſs they beheld at ſuch a 
ur own 


lſtance, The very, night that ſucceeded this 


lives, adventure, 
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adventure, they murdered their huſband ; and of 
after they had thrown him into the river, cam dc 
to acquaint me with their proceeding. cr 


HOUR IV. 


The horror with which I was affected at fc 
monſtrous an action, made the ſight of thele 
infamous creatures inſupportable; and I even 
reproached myſelf for having been the inno- 
cent cauſe of their crime. This was a ſufficient 
motive to make me forſake then. I left their 
cot, with a thouſand proteſtations, never to 
converſe with ſuch women for the future: bu 
became an offender in my turn; for I never 
conſulted the wind: ſo that the conſequence d 
my flight was very different from my expecta 
tions. 

Theſe women, exaſperated at the contempt 
with which I treated their paſſion, had medi 
tated my ruin, and reſolved to throw the guilt 
of their huſband's murder upon me. With this 
intention they left their cot; they. wildly ran 
about the country, and alarmed it with dread 
ful ſcreams. Where-ever they came, tiefWaid 
cried out that a ſtranger, whom they had reFiol: 
ceived” into their habitation, had murder f th 
their huſband: and thus, By their fearful ex Ney 
clamations, and feigned tears, they eaſily imFnore 
poſed on the credulous inhabitants, who afſerWuilr 
bled in ſeveral troops, and then purſued andccu! 
overtook me; afttr which, loading * wil 
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chains, they dragged me before the aſſembly 


Jof the elders, not to judge my cauſe, but to 


denounce the puniſhment of my pretended 
crime. 

Great gods! cried I, is it poſſible that a fate 
more dreadful than that which befel me in the 
grot of the magician Coran, ſhould await me 


in this place! I am loſt, if you deny me your 


protection! Ah, you my lords, added I, ad- 
dreſſing myſelf to the elders, will you permit 
me to juſtify myſelf before you? May I be- 
lieve that innocence will find a ſanctuary in 
your preſence; and that you will not be deaf 
to its cries? May I hope that you will ſuccour 
an unfortunate ſtranger perſecuted by injuſtice? 

My two female adverſaries would not ſuffer 
me to proceed. They made the place reſound 
with their horrid cries : they tore their cheeks; 
ind with weeping eyes, demanded vengeance 
on the murderer of their huſband. All who 
aſſiſted at the aſſembly, moved with their com- 
plaints, cried out, O barbarity moſt deteſtable ! 
engeance | vengeance | 

The judges imagined they had no need of 
uller information, Ah, pernicious wretch ! 
ad they, the laws of hoſpitality ſhall not be 
olated with impunity. I then aſked them, 
t they were determined to puniſh me before 
hey were convinced I was a criminal ? No 
tore, ſaid they; we are too ſenſible of thy 
zuilt: and then, addreſſing themſelves to my 


ccuſers, Virtuous women, ſaid they, what act 
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of juſtice do you require? Let the murderer, 
replied they, make reparation for the injury 
he has offered us; or elſe let him be doomed WW to 
to die. He has deprived us of a huſband who ex. 
tenderly loved us; let him offer us his hand, ¶ by 
and engage to treat us with the ſame fondneſs, 
We pardon him on theſe terms. If he rej; 
them, let death avenge us on his barbarity. 

I could not bear ſuch a propoſal, without 
ſhuddering with horror. Ah wretches! cried 
I, can a project, like this, enter into your 
thoughts ? Do not flatter yourſelves with ga- 
thering the fruit of your crime, and never hope 
that I will gratify your deteſtable paſſion. | 
cannot -behold you without horror : and every 
mortal who loves juſtice, ought to regard you 
with the ſame averſion, I would ſooner die a 
thouſand times, than comply with your cri. 
minal deſires; but the gods, who protect the 
innocent, and whole eyes always behold 
the actions of mortals, to chaſtiſe thoſe who ham 
do evil, will one day puniſh you for you he. 
perhdy. eb 
_ Wretch as thou art, replied the judges, Wudg 
thou thyſelf haſt pronounced thy condemna- rde 
tion. Whereupon they ordered me to be con · Nhic 
veyed to the bank of a river, to be devoured I! 
by a crocodile, who generally lived in the wa-xect 
ter, but never failed to quit that element, the eld: 
moment he ſaw any prey on the banks. I wasedi: 
led by four men to the place of puniſhment : egar 
but whilſt they were binding me to a 1 ting 

» e 
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I, who are the protectors of innocence! ſupreme 
and immortal powers, who make a juſt dis- 
tinction between virtue and vice! if I be guilty 
of the crime imputed to me, may I periſh in ¶ to 
the midſt of the flames; but if two infamous 
wretches would betray me, by a guilty combi- ¶ gi. 
nation between them, ſuffer not an innocent wi 
perfon to be deſtroyed before your eyes da 
The gods were moved at my prayers ; a 
terrible ſtorm aroſe in a moment, and a flood II 
of rain deſcended : the little rivers ſwelled into hu. 
torrents, which floated all the plains, and ex- if tali 
tinguiſhed the flame of the pyre. All the ſpec- 
tators, {truck with aſtoniſhment at ſuch a pro- 
digy, fled in confuſion, and became divided 
in their'opinions. This young man, cried ſome, 4 
is certainly innocent; and heaven manite!!'y WW pea 
interpoſes in his defence. Let him be innocent, Iv 
or not, ſaid others, it was but natural to con- MF you 
demn him, becauſe he is a ſtranger. lu a word, Mſ bei 
the ſentiments of each perſon, correſponued ' 
with his diſpoſition. you 
In the mean time, the judges, who ſaw mel con! 
preſerved” a ſecond time from the puniſhinent 
to which they had doomed me, commanded 
the two women to be brought before them once 
more. They examined thoſe wretches, and, 
by their anſwers, difcovered the truth : but 
yet, they only reproved- then for the crime 
they had committed. As to my particular, 
they diſcovered ſome concern for my misfor- 
tune, and permitted me to direct my courſe 
where 
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where I pleaſed ; after which they ordered my 
bow and arrows which my accuſers had ſeized, 
to be reſtored to me. | | 

| took care to improve the liberty they had 
given me and travelled all the reſt of the day 
without intermiſſion. When it began to grow 
dark, I found myſelf at the door of a cave at 
which I knocked, tho? I was uncertain whether 
[ ſhould fall into the hands of ſavage and in- 
human men, or of ſuch as inclined to hoſpi- 


tality, and feared the gods. 


HOU R-YV., 


An elderly man who made a graceful ap- 
pearance, opened the door and aſked me what 
| wanted in that place? O father ! replied I, 
you behold a ſtranger, who knows not where 
he is wandered, or in what ſolitude he is going 
to bewilder himſelf, and therefore I conjure 
you to receive me into your habitation. He 
conſented to my requeſt, and deſired me to 
come in; and after we had ipent ſome time in 
an agreeable repaſt, my hoſt, whoſe name was 
Suyu, deſired me to inform him of my adven- 
tures. I complied with his curioſity, and he 
leemed extremely affected with what I related. 

The next day, I intreated Suyu to acquaint 
me, in his turn, with the hiſtory of his life. 
He conſented to my requeſt, and related his 
ſtory as tollows. 


The 
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The HisTory of Su vv the fiſherman, 
and the fair Ru x 4. 


I AM, ſaid he, a ſtranger in this country as 
well as yourſelf, I was born in the pro- 
vince, or rather the valley of Parmuca, and 
fiſhing has been my ſole employment. When 
I was fifteen years of age, I became paſſio- 
nately fond of a young virgin in our neigh- 
bourhood, who was perfectly charming, and 
at that time in her thirteenth year. I had the 
good fortune not to be diſagreable to her, and 
we frequently paſſed the happy days in a mu- 
tual conformity to each other's inclinations, 
Our intercourſe laſted the greateſt part of a 
year. We daily taſted new pleafures in meet- 
ing and converſing together, and reciprocatty 
vowed perpetual conſtancy in our paſſion. 

A magician, jealous of our felicity, found Þ 
means at laſt to interrupt it. He gave ſeveral 
preſents to the father of Runa, for that was the 
name of my young miſtreſs, and demanded 
his daughter in marriage. The father conde- 
ſcended to his defires, and by an impulſe of a- 
varice reiolved to ſacrifice his daughter, not. 
withſtanding her averſion to, that alliance. 

Runa, at firſt, ſtedfaſtly refuſed to tender 
her hand to a man, for whom: ſhe had not the 
leaſt inclination : but, at length, perceiving 
that all her refuſals would be unavailing, - ſhe 
endeavoured to pròtract her nuptials E few 

| ays. 
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days. During that time ſhe found an oppor- 
tunity to ſee me, and diſcloſed to me all her 
inquietudes, in which I equally ſhared with 
herſelf, We at laſt determined to quit that 
try a 8 and accordingly had recourſe to flight: 
e pro- Nand after a long journey of ſeveral days we 


rman, 


a, and arrived at this cave, where we flattered our- 
When felves with living in the ſweet union of marri- 
paſſio- ge, and being perfectly happy in the enjoy- 
neigh- ments of each other. But, alas! thoſe de- 
g, and Iightful moments were but of a ſhort continu- 
had the FWnce, and we were convinced by experience, 


hat when mortals have reached the height of 
heir deſires, they gre generally at the laſt ſtage 
t happineſs, and on the brink of ſome great 
alamity. | 

The magician, receiving information of our 
light, found means to diſcover the place of our 
ON. treat; and came there two days after our ar- 
„ found val. We. were enjoying the-freſh gales at 
e ſeveral e door of this cavern, when we beheld him 
t was the t ſome diſtance from us with a bow and ar- 
emanded p in his hand. He drew his bow and ſhot 
r conde · Nuna in the middle of her breaſt. The arrow 
alſe of a-W enchanted, and threw my wife into a 
mer, not · Nance, which I apprehended was the harbin- 
ince. r of, death. The barbarous magician laugh- 
to tenderÞ at his ſucceſsful malice, and diſappeared 
d not theben he ſaw my tears, and heard my lamen- 
erceiving ions. | 
iling, ſteſO miſerable Suya ! ſaid I, to what misfortune 
als a feußzre the gods condemned thee! And fo in- 
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ſupportable was the grief that ſeized me, tha Wl © 
I cried aloud and tore the hair from my ſi 
| head. Bur ſighs and tears were all ineffectual ti 

and my calamity was without relief. Run 


my deareſt Runa, was perpetually ſunk in the be 
magic ſlumber, which, by means of the en. 2: 
chanted arrow, had diffuſed its fatal poppies he 
o'er her eyelids z and from which for thee lo- 
twenty years ſhe has never awaked, but re- fol 

mains in the ſtate of inſenſibility, which the 
magician invented for her puniſhment as wel d 
as mine, ane 
However, I always hope to ſee her riſe from th 
the 


this pernicious ſleep; at leaſt the enchantment] i 
will expire at the death of the magician; who init 
is much older than me: and I flatter my ſel, con 
that I ſhall once more behold Runa ſenſible A tot 
my paſſion. This is the hope that ſuppom evil 
my ſoul, and preſerves me from ſinking unde 
the weight of my deſpair. I live with her, 
if ſhe heard me ſpeak, and beheld me a 
formerly. I lay me down by her, and eat and 


drink by her ſide. I never leave her but whe and 
I go to fiſh; and as often as 1 return from tif 1 
employment, the ſight of her alone makes mi new 
forget ail my labour and fatigue, it 
uy 
The ſequel of the HIS TRY of the Prin the! 


of TiTicaca. 


8 UCH a fingular adventure, faid Himan! 
Mora, Conay, rouzed all my curioſity ; 
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could ſhew me the object for whom he had 


ſighed ſo many years. You ſhall have the ſa- 
tisfaction you deſire, ſaid he; and at the ſame 
time he conducted me into a chamber, at the 
bottom of the cavern, and which was illumi- 
nated by two lamps. You ſee, ſaid he, after 
he had breathed a deep ſigh, you ſee that be- 
loved wite for whom I prelerve an unavailing 
fondnels. 
lareality, I beheld a young perſon moſt ex- 
quiſitely beautiful, laid on a bed of ruſhes, 


and her head reclined on a pillow of bear-ſkins. 


The fatal ſhaft that oppreſſed her ſenſes with 
the tedious trance, lay by her. I took up that 
inſtrument of her calamity, and attentively 
conſidered it for ſome time. At laſt, I began 
to think the arrow might be at once, both the 
evil and the remedy, and I communicated my 
ſuſpicion to my hoſt ; at the ſame time advi- 
ſing him to break the arrow. This he did; 
and the moment he had ſnapped it in two, his 
wite fetched a deep ſigh, uncloſed her eyes, 
and roſe from her bet. 

Tho” I was aſtoniſhed at this event, yet a 
new prodigy increaſed my ſurpriſe. - A ſmall 
ſhiver of the enchanted arrow having wounded 
Suyu in the little finger, he himſelf ſunk into 
the ſame inſenſibility, from which he had re- 
covered his wite. I was-not ſo much alarmed 
at this accident as Runa; for ſhe was perfectly 
unacquainted with the myſtery I had diſcover- 
ed. Fimmediately broke the two pieces of the 
You, I. F arrow, 
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arrow, and at the ſame inſtant my hoſt, afta 
à deep ſigh, revived from his trance. 
Nothing could equal the joy the married 
pair diſcover'd, when they -found themſelve 
capable of talking to each other. After the 
Arſt tranſports were over, they thanked the 
gods for the ſuccour they had vouchſafed 00 
lend them; and both the one and the other 
treated me with a thouſand endearments, 
Their only perplexity was, how they ſhould 
beſt teſtify their gratitude to me, and you 
ſhall now hear what a ſingular contrivance they 
formed, in concert, at a time when I was ab. 
ſent from them, and diverting myſelf at the 
chace. 10M 
At my return, Suyu thus addreſſed himſelf gone, 
to me, in the preſence of Runa. O young Hour 
ſtranger, you have reſtored my wife to e fo 
arms. And you, inturrupted Runa, have ea o 
reſtored my huſband to my embraces. WeW In 
are deſirous, ſaid Suyu, to acquit ourſelves of Wife, 
the infinite obligations with which you Wontfer 
have charged us; and have no other expedient Wuitec 
than to make you a propoſal to live with us. Wods ; 
T ſhall look upon you not as a brother, but my enſed 
ſecond ſelf. You ſhall have Runa for the Wontr i! 
partner of your bed one night, and the next m, 
the ſhall be mine; this ſhaJl hᷣe our cuſtom ſuc- Iffuge 
ceſſively : her endearments ſhatl be common oſpit 
to us both; and we will have an equal proper- me. 
ty in our pleaſures, our children, and all other Wh 
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„ After : 
HOUR VI. 

Harriet 1 found ſomething very diverting in this 
nlelveFropoſal ; and could not avoid ſmiling when I 
ter theheard it. No, my dear Suyu, replied I, the 
ed the pleaſure I have given you, does not merit fo 
ated tofreat a ſacrifice ; nor will I by an unjuſt par- 
other icipation leſſen the delight you enjoy, by the 
ments. Wevival of your beloved Runa. She ſhall befor 
ſhould ver yours, and yours alone; and I can never 
nd you Wccept of a propoſition, which in its conſe- 
ce they Wuence would be too injurious to your repoſe. 
was ab · ¶ muſt likewiſe acquaint you, that my continu- 
at the hnce here is limited to a certain period; the 
zoment the wind begins to blow, I muft be 


himſel gone, and ſhall then leave you alone to cheriſh 
) young our undivided loves. Beſides, *ris impoſſi- 
to my Je for me to eraſe from my remembrance, the 
„ have Nea of the princeſs Cumac Riti. 

s. We In what manner then, replied Suyu and his 
elves oi ite, ſhall we return the obligations you have 
ch you Wonterred upon us? You have ſuficiently re- 
epedientWuited me, ſaid I, by your gratitude to the 
with us. Wods; and [likewiſe think myſelf amply recom- 
but my ned by the ſatisfaction I enjoy, in having 
for the Nontributed to your felicity. I may even af⸗ 
he next Irm, that my reward was anticipated, by the 
om ſuc- Nrfuge you allowed me in this place, and the 
o mmon oſpitable reception you have ſo long afford- 


l me. 
Whilſt I was ſpeaking, I accidentally caſt 


eyes to the entrant of the cavern, and iaw 
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the duſt whirling up aloft from the earth 
This was a ſufficient intimation to me, thx 
the wind was riſen; and I needed no more u 
make me think of my departure. I roſe wy 
and took leave of my hoſts; and, notwith- 
ſtanding the importunity with which they de 
fired my company a few days longer, Il 
them, and began to purſue my progreſs. 
After I had travelled for the {pace of te 
days, I met with ways very difficult to be paſ 
ed. The earth was dry and parched, no tre 
or herb appeared, nor was any food to b 
found in that ghaſtly ſolitude. I was oblige 
as I advanced, to climb over wild and cragy 
rocks: but notwithſtanding theſe obſtructions. . 
I continued my progreſs. At laſt, when | 
had aſcended one of the higheſt of theſe rocks 
I diſcovered a ſpacious valley blooming with! 
delightful fertility, and which ſeemed to be in- 
habited : it was of a circular form, and bor- 
dered with verdant woods; towards the mid 
dle I perceived a vaſt number of huts, among 
which roſe a Jarge pavilion, which I imagined 
was the reſidence of the prince of the countr) 
The wind blew from that quarter, and i 
duced me to direct my ſteps thither. Accord: 
ingly I deſcended into the valley; but beto 
I could arrive at it, I was obliged to ſwin 
over a wide river, which, dividing itſelf it 
two branches, formed the valley into a larg 
_ iſland ; but when I thought to have landed of 
the other ſide, I faw a * number 
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pers, piſmires, muſkettas, and other reptiles 
and inſects marching up to me, and who ſeem- 
d to contend for the glory of preventing my 


e earth 
ne, thy 


more ug cceſs to the iſland, by ſetting before me the 
roſe uy anger to which I ſtood expoſed. 

notwith. It was with much difficulty that I forced-a 
they de paſſage through this army of animals ; the hit- 
3 Tet ing of ſome, and the loud buzzing of others, 
18. 


perfectly diſordered me, and their ſtings were 


e of tel: -athed in every part of my body: but I ſtill 


be pal: er my way thro' the foreſt, notwithſtand- 
no tne all theſe inconveniencies. 

d to d hen I came to the edge of it I found a 
3 oblige 0nd river, which formed another iſland, and 
2 => as ſmooth and ſtagnant as well as the former. 


he people by their induſtry had ſtopped its 


when | ourſe, to accommodate their lands and gar- 


ſe oy ens with its ſtreams. My entrance into this 
1g * land was as eaſy and free from obſtruction, 
on = s my landing on the former was difficult and 
and bor 


onteſted; and 1 had hardly ſet my foot on 
he earth, when two men without any habit or 
weapons, and of a ſoft and effeminate air, came 
0 meet me, and civilly offered me their ſer- 
ice, My friends, ſaid I, deſtiny has com- 
elled me to wander above the term of one 
noon, thro* countries entirely unknown to me, 
ind chance has now conducted me to your ter- 
tories ; but I thank the gods for permitting me 
o meet with generous and hoſpitable people. 

Young ſtranger, anſwered one of the-men, 
ou ate in the country of the Caravillis, and 
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ſhall want for no accommodation. All mer 
to-whoſe perſons nature has been liberal of her 
favours, are ſure of a friendly reception here; 
and we are perſwaded you will be treated by 
our ſovereign, with the utmoſt diſtinction, 


With your permiſſion, added they, we wil 
conduct you to the palace; but, if you wil 


credit what we ſay, it will be proper for you 


firſt to be diſarmed. Our prince has a paci 
fic ſoul, and never beholds thoſe inſtrument 
of death with pleaſure. Even we ourſelve 


are ſo little accuſtomed to ſuch a ſight, that 
we ate ſeized with a kind of horror, whenever 
it is preſented to our view. | 

I had no great inclination to oblige them i 
this particular: I have that regard for my 


arms, ſaid I, that I cannot be without them a 
moment; and were you but acquainted with 


their virtue, inſtead of perſwading me to qui 
them, you would adviſe me to keep them with 


the greateſt caution. Ah! replied one of the 


Caravillis, what virtue can be infuſed into 
thoſe arrows ? But after I had informed him 
in what manner they were uſeful to me, If that 


be ſo, ſaid he, you may ſtill keep them; but, 


at the ſame time, he gave me to underſtand, 


that 1 ſhould be received with more reſpect, 


if I would but conform to the cuſtom of the 


country: but, for all that, I made them ſen 


ſible, by my ſilence, that they were not t 
expect any ſuch compliance from me. 
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As we advanced into the ifland, my two 
conductors led me to the edge of a large baſon, 
and told me it wauld be proper for me to bathe, 
before | came into the preſence of their prince. 
did not ſtay to be requeſted twice, but taking off 
my habit, which I threw on the ſideof the baſon, 
leaped into the water with my bow and arrows, 
which I did not think it adviſeable to part with. 
It was to no purpoſe for them to tell me, that 
no one ever bathed with a bow in his hand, and 
a quiver on his back; I was deaf to all their 
remonſtrances, and the event made me ſenſi- 
ble, that I had taken a juſt reſolution; for, 
after I had waſhed myſelf, they refuſed to de- 
liver my cloaths, notwithſtanding. all my 
intreaties to obtain them; and I was compelled 
to remain in the ſame indecent condition, in 
which the inhabitants of the country appeared. 

Whilſt I was bathing myſelf, a croud of 
Caravillis came to ſee me, and tendered me a 
thouſand civilities, which I returned in the beſt 
manner I was capable ; but my aftoniſhment, 
when I came out of the water was inexpreſſible, 
to hear them cry all around me, O lovely 
youth ! what a noble air! what grace! what 
majeſty | He is worthy to be the favourite of 
the prince of the Caravillis. This diſcourſe 
was above my comprehenſion, and I conld 
wa tell, at firſt, whether they mocked me'or 

but when I ſaw that the old men, as well 
as 7 perſiſted in admiring: me, I then, 
to free myſelf from theſe diſagreeeble commen- 
| F 4 dations, 
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dations, intreated them to conduct me to the 
palace. | 

J was led thither by all tis concourſe of 

ople who -had gathered about me, and 
through the whole length of the way, heard 
nothing but acclamations of joy, which cried 
vp my fine mein to the fkies. Two of the 
principal Caravillis received me at the entrance 
into the pavilion, and immediately introduced 
me into the prince's apartment. He repoſed 
himſelf with a foft and negligent air on a bed, 
covered with ſeveral very fine ſkins; and the 
moment J appeared, Approach, ſaid he, young 
ſtranger ; and when I came near him, Your 
preſence is agreeable in this place, continued 
he, and this day preſents me with the moſt a- 
miable conqueſt I ever made. Beſides theſe 
expreſſions, he from time to time | beheld me 
with ſuch a langutſhing and paffionate air, as 
threw me into the utmoſt confuſion, and my 
embarraſſment was ſo great that I could not 
utter one word. My foul was agitated with 
various thoughts, that affected it with the moſt 
diſagreeable impreſſions. . 


HOUR VII. 


When the prince had attentively conſidered 
me from head to foot, with a kind of admi- 
ration, which frequently appeared in his coun- 
tenance, Let a collation, ſaid he, be imme- 


diately ſerved up tg this lovely ſtranger, * 
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Upon 
which I was preſently conducted to an adjoin- 
ing hall, and entertained with all ſorts of re- 
freſhments ; and indeed, I much wanted ſome 


nouriſhment, for I had not taſted any food all 


that day. | 

Whilſt I was at table, two of the prince's 
officers came to entreat me in his name, to lay 
aſide my bow and arrows, and uſed all imagi- 


nable ſolicitations to that effect; but when 


they ſound me inflexible to all they could ſay, 
they forbore to urge me any farther, and re- 
turned to give an account of their commiſſion. 
Some ſhort time after this, twelve young 
men of an agreeable appearance, came to me 
with a myſterious air, as if they had ſomething 
of importance to impart to me. This was a 
new deputation on the ſubject of my weapons. 
Young ſtranger, ſaid they, congratulate your- 
ſelf for your preſent fortune, for your happi- 
neſs may well be envied. If you can diſpoſe 
yourſelf to love none but our maſter, and ſhew - 
an entire conformity to his inclinations, he 
will oblige you with all you can poſlibly crave: 
he loves you with the moſt paſſionate fondnels, 
determines to make you his principal favourite, 
and has now, commanded us to give you the 
ſtrongeſt aſſurances of his tenderneſs : prepare 
then to entertain him with all poſſible compli- 
ance, and know that he expects as a firſt proof 
of ſuch a diſpoſition, that you ſend him your 

bow and arrows. | Es 
F5 * 
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dations, intreated them to conduct me to the 
palace. 


I was led thither by all Ulis concourſe of 


ople who -had gathered about me, and 
through the whole length of the way, heard 
nothing but acclamations of joy, which cried 
vp my fine mein to the flies. Two of the 
«Aer Caravillis received me at the entrance 
into the pavilion, and immediately introduced 
me into the prince's apartment. He repoſed 
himſelf with a foft and negligent air on a bed, 
covered with ſeveral very fine fkins; and the 
moment I appeared, Approach, ſaid he, young 
ſtranger ; and when I came near him, Your 
- preſence is agreeable in this place, continued 
he, and this day preſents me with the moſt a- 
miable conqueſt 1 ever made. Beſides theſe 
expreſſions, he from time to time beheld me 
with ſuch a languiſhing and paſſionate air, as 
threw me into the utmoſt confufion, and my 
embarraſſment was ſo great that I could not 
utter one word. My ſoul was agitated with 
various thoughts, that affected it with the mol 
diſagreeable impreſſions. 


HOUR VI. 


When the prince had attentively conſidered 
me from head to foot, with'a kind of admi- 
ration, which frequently appeared in his coun- 
tenance, Let a collation, ſaid he, be imme- 
diately ſerved up to, this lovely ſtranger, * 
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he may recruit his decay'd ſpirits. Upon 
which I was preſently conducted to an adjoin- 
ing hall, and entertained with all ſorts of re- 
freſhments ; and indeed, I much wanted ſome 
nouriſhment, for I had not taſted any food all 
that day. | 
Whilſt I was at table, two of the prince's 
officers came to entreat me in his name, to lay 
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I was ſo aſtoniſhed at this diſcourſe, that it th 
was ſome time before I could make any reply; W m 
but at laſt I broke ſilence in this manner; M he 
friends, ſaid I, *tis impoſſible for me to com-. th 
prehend any part of the language you have WW pa 
uſed to me; but I am defirous you ſhall know, IM 1o! 
that I am not permitted to take up. my reſ-· wi. 
dence in this iſle, and therefore cannot be i- fo! 
fuenced by your prince's promiſe of giving me gic 
the firſt rank among his favourites; and as to you 
my arms, I ſhall never truſt them in the hand trie 
of any mortal: and therefore I would give you MW not 
to underſtand, once for all, that if any one to 
Mall hereafter take the liberty to repeat ſuch : all 
.. propoſal to me, I will that moment pierce hi on 
heart with one of my arrows. The twelve ce-W fry 
puties were ſo alarmed at this menace, that the | 
immediately fled from my. preſence. of! 

They were preſently ſucceeded by four others, for 
who acquainted me, that their maſter deſired u of 1 
ſee me. This third embaſſy gave me no great 
ſatisfaction; I was already warmed into ſom 
reſentment, and was on the point of carrying 
things to an extremity, However, after a. fen 
deliberate reflections, I roſe from my ſeat and 
followed the four meſſengers, who conducted 
me ingo the apartment of the prince. He wi 
ſtill extended on his bed; and when he ſaw me, 
he cauſed me to be ſeated near his own perſon 
Young man, ſaid he, what is this that I havs 
heard? You refuſe to live with me, and in 
tend to leave this iſland ; what are the thought 


that it 
reply; 
r; My 
o com. 
zu have 
know, 
ny rell- 
be in- 
ing me 
id as t0 
e hand 
zwe you 
any one 
t ſuch 4 
Ierce hi 
elve de- 
hat the 


r others, 
efired to 
no great 
to ſome 
carrying 
ter a fen 
ſeat and 
onducted 

He wa 
ſaw me, 
n perſon 


at I hav 


and in 


thoughts 
that 


PERuvIAN TALES. 107 


that move you to ſuch a reſolution? Is there a 
more delicious climate than this under all the 
heavens? Can any other place preſent you with 
the happineſs I intend you? Tou ſhall be my 
partner in the throne, and after my death the 
ſole heir of my dominions : beſides which, I 
will communicate to you the ſecrets of my art; 
for though I am a prince, I am likewiſe a ma- 
gician: forget then, young man, whatever 
you may have left behind you in other coun- 
tries: neither parents, friends, miſtreſſes, titles, 
nor any other acquiſitions, can be comparable 
to the advantages you will enjoy with me; and 
all theſe will coſt you no more than a reſoluti- 
on to reſign yourſelf to my deſires without re- 
ſerve. | | 

He waited for my anſwer with a. palpitation 
of heart; and when he ſaw me continue filent, 
for I was ſo diſcompoſed, that 1 was incapable 
of uttering a word, Lovely ſtranger; ſaid he, 
what may this ſilence mean? Am I to count it 
a iavourable omen of your conformity to m 
wiſhes, or muſt I call it an afflitive refuſal ? 
All the happineſs or miſery of my life depends 
on your reply; the firſt moment I ſaw you, I 
felt a fondnels for you ſpringing up in my ſoul 
and the longer I behold you, I grow more ſen- 
ible of its tender impreſſions. 

The prince of the Caravillis accompanied 
theſe words with a ſigh, and his looks all lan- 


guiſhing, though at the ſame time full of fire, 
acquainted me that moment with what I could 


F 6 not 
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not till then comprehend. I was ſtruck with 
the utmoſt ſhame at his criminal deſigns; [ 
ſhuddered with horror; and cried aloud, O ye 
great gods what do I now hear? Was I born for 
no other end, than to be ſubſervient to the moſt 
abominable of all paſſions? — Am I then 
deſtined to be a wretched victim to the brutali- 
ty of an abandoned prince? Ah inhuman 
youth ! replied he, is it thus you treat the pure 
flame that muſt conſume me for ever ! Are al} 
my ſighs and tranſports, with the variety of 
advantages I offer you, incapable of inſpiring 
you with compaſſion for my torments? 

Theſe reproaches, inſtead of ſoftening me 
ta a compliance, made me burn with indigna- 
tion; and I had deſtroyed the prince and al! 
his retinue, had not the uncertainty of what 
conſequence I ſhould derive from ſuch a pro- 
ceeding, ſuſpended my reſentment. My lord, 
ſaid I, let me fly from a country to whoſe cul- 
toms I can never conform. | 

The prince of the Caravillis had recourſe to 
all the gentleneſs, and moſt inſinuating lan- 
guage he could uſe, to affect me with the im- 
preſſions he deſired; but finding me deaf to 
all his vows, and that I perſiſted in my requeſt 
to leave a place that offered nothing but. hate- 
ful objects to my view; Tis too much, ſaid 
he, and I will now diſplay my vengeance for 
theſe provoking indignities : at the ſame time 
he laid hold of a wand that ſtood by his fide, 

and ſtriking me on he head with it, Be gore 
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ſaid he, into the foreſt, and be a companion to 
thoſe who have ſlighted my tenderneſs; let thy 
condition reſemble theirs, and be aflured thow 
ſhalt repent of thy indifference at leiſure. 

I expected, at that very inſtant, to be tranſ- 
formed into one of thoſe inſects I had ſeen in the 
foreſt; but when I found the effect did not 
correſpond with the menace, my courage was 
redoubled, Wretched man, ſaid I, let us ſee 
whether my arms will not be more effectual 
than thine : upon which J immediately took 
one of my arrows, and began to aim it at his 
heart. At this he burſt into tears, and throw- 
ing himſelf at my feet, in the utmoſt conſter- 
nation, Young ſtranger, faid he, who may I 
imagine you be? Tell me who you are, and 
from whence you came; tell me who conduct- 
ed you to this place; my aſtoniſhment is inex- 
preflible to find my wand ineffectual againſt 
you; till this moment, neither men, nor wo- 
men, nor animals, have been able to defeat 
my enchantments; and therefore ſome power 
ſuperior to mine, muſt have taken you into 
his protection. Return, I conjure you, that 
ſhaft into your quiver; let us no more remem- 
ber what has happened, but devote ourſelves 
to pleaſure ; let a perpetual union be eſtabliſhed 
between us, and let us give each other the 
gentleſt pledges of a mutual affection. 

It was impoſſible for me to hear this new 
propofal with any moderation; inſtead of re- 
placing my arrow in the quiver, 1 ſtruck this 
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unhappy prinoe with it, and he was immedi- 
ately changed into a mats of black earth, which 
diffuſed a moſt ofenſive ſcent thro? the whole 
1 

And now the officers and neee of the 
prince, who had been the ſpectators of this 
tragical event, fled from my preſence in the t 
utmoſt confuſion; in vain did | call to them, 0 
promiſing to offer them no injury; it was im- MW » 
poſſible for me to prevail on them to return. a 
For my part, I could not imagine where this t. 


extraordinary ſcene would end, tho' I preſaged n 
a » favourable concluſion, from the general W 1c 
conſternation that affected the people. ti 


With this expectation, I went out of the at 
pavilion wich a ſlow pace, and my bow and th 
arrows in my hand; and walked over a con- Vc 
ſiderable part of the iſland, without finding MW to 
any living creature. I only had a diſtant view hi 
of ſeveral men and women, who ran with the MW {il 
greateſt expedition, and, after ſwimming over W an 
the river that ſeparated the two- e; ad- 
vanced towards me. 

I was ſurpriſed at ſuch a ſpectacle, and be- 
lieving they came to ſeize me, reſolved to 
ſell my life very dear; but when the multitude 
came near enough to be heard, they all cried 
at once, May the bleſſing of the gods deſcend 
on our benefactor, and may he live to reign 
over us and our poſterity! May his life be 
ſpared, to give us the enjoyment of every feli 
city under bis reign; When they came up to 
me, 
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me, they fell proſtrate at my feet, and embraced 
them with ſighs and tears of joy. 


HOUR VIII. 


After theſe teſtimonies of the ſincereſt gra- 
titude, I began to fancy that this multitude 
of both ſexes, whom I had never ſeen before; 
were diſenchanted at the death of the prince; 
and I was fully convinced-that my opinion was 
true, after | had converſed with ſome who 
made the beſt appearance among them. My 
lord, ſaid they, we were informed by the fugi- 
tives, in what manner you deſtroyed the tyrant; 
and, by an unſpeakable good fortune, have b 
that means, recovered our liberty: all the men 
you now behold, were ſuch as had the reſolution 
to oppole the brutal paſſion of the prince, or 
his officers. That prince offended at our re- 
ſiſtance, unworthily transformed us into vipers 
and piſmires, and other inſects: and as to the 
women who accompany us, the prince, who 
had an unconquerable averſion to their ſex, 
changed them at the ſame time, into various 
inſects; and we have all been condemned to 
live a whole year in the foreſt, in thoſe 
ſtrange ſhapes. The laſt night only of the 
laſt moon in the year, the prince and his cour- 
tiers came into the foreſt and reſtored the men 
to their natural form; and after demanding of 
us, if we would always perſiſt in our oppoſiti- 
on, they changed us anew into inſets, if we 
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refuſed to condeſcend to their deſires. The 
ſame night they likewiſe made the women aſ- 
ſume their former ſhape, and then took them 
to their beds; not ſo much out of inclina- 
tion, as from the neceſſity they were under of 
multiplying their ſpecies. When this ſcene 
was over, the women, like ourſelves, reſumed 
the form of inſects which they had quitted, 
and retained it all the following year. 

*Tis not eaſy for me to expreſs my aſtoniſh- 
ment atſuch a relation : I almoſt looked upon 
this adventure as a dream: but at laſt, when I 
was unavoidably convinced of its reality, I 
determined to make the preſent diſpeſition of 
the people, contribute to my deſign of eſta- 
bliſhing order and regulation among them. I 
ſeemed to receive, with pleaſure, the reſpect 
they paid me, and cauſed a throne to be raiſed 
for me in the middle of the public place; | 
then ſeated myſelf thereon, and received. the 
homage of all the multitude ; after which, I 
made a ſign that I had ſomething to ſpeak, 
and that moment they kept an univerſal] ſilence. 
All the aſſembly who liſtened to my diſcourſe, 
beheld me with an attention mixed with reve- 

rence. My beloved people, ſaid I, prepare 
to take poſſeſſion of this iſland, which the 


gods deem you worthy to inhabit : let the lot 


thare among you the dwelſings, which your 
barbarous enemies have compelled you to aban- 
don: but, as it is impoſſible for a ſtate to ſub- 
ſift, without ſome form of laws and govern- 
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ment, let all the heads of families aſſemble in 
the pavilion, and I will there take the neceſſary 
meaſures with them, for maintaining order and 
juſtice among you, and ſecuring to you the 
enjoyment of all manner of proſperity. | 

When I had ended my ſpeech, the people 
made the place echo with new acclamations 
of joy, during which I roſe. from the throne, 
and walked to the palace, into which J entered 
with all the elders: I then deſired them to 
aſſiſt me with their wiſe counſels; and after I 
had intimated to them the laws I thought ne- 
ceſſary to be eſtabliſhed, we agreed upon the: 
following articles. The country was to be 
governed by a prince, to be choſen by all the 
heads of families: the aſſembly of the elders 
were to be at liberty to depoſe the prince, and 
elect another in his place, whenever he ſhould 
violate the laws; and the prince had an equal 
privilege to abdicate his dignity, when he 
ſhould think proper: that. a feaſt ſhould be 
celebrated on the firſt day of every moon, in 
order to thank the gods for their bleſſings: 
that neither the prince, nor any ſubject, ſhould 
do that-to another, which he would not have 
done to himſelf : that every one ſhould marry 
according to inclination : that a man ſhould 
have only one wife, and a woman one huſband : 
that the youth of both ſexes, who abandoned 
themſelves to any irregularities, ſhould be ſe- 
verely chaſtiſed for the firſt offence, and for 
the ſecond, ignominiouſly baniſhed the — 

| an 
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and ſuffer death if they ever returned: that 
the fugitive Caravillis, Who had filled the land 
with abominations, ſhould be condemned to 
perpetual exile; and, if any one ſhould be ſo 
hardy as to ſet a foot thereafter in the terri. 
tories, he ſhould be publickly burnt, and his 


aſhes thrown into the river: that both ſexes 
ſhould always wear cinctures, that would cover 
them from the reins, to the knees: that the 
young men ſhould daily exerciſe themiclves in 
ſwimming, fiſhing, running, or hunting; and 
that a prize ſhould be given to all who excelled 
in thoſe exerciſes. 

Theſe laws were proclaimed, and received 
as commands ſent from the gods; and every 
individual promifed a ſtrict obedience to them. 
Whoever, ſaid they with one conſent, ſhall 
preſume to. violate. them, let him be deemed 
an enemy to his country, a diſturber of the 
public tranquillity, and "be him be puniſhed 
according to his demerits. The people got 
them all by heart, and habituated themſelves 
to practiſe them with the greateſt emulation. 
In ſhort, they regarded them as the rule they 
ought conſtantly to purſue in the conduct of 
their lives. 

I had the . to ſee thoſe laws ob. 
ſerved with all the exactneſs I could deſire; and, 
during the period of one modn that! continued 
in the iſland of the Caravillis, I never heard 


that any perſon had violated them in the leaſt 
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fame view, which was the public good: they 
mutually contended to be firſt in performing 
good offices to each other; and the intereſt of 
each particular, coincided with that of his 
neighbour. 

was perfectly charmed with all this; and 


muſt needs confeſs, that had I been maſter of 


my own deſtiny, I ſhould have delighted to 
pais my days with a people, who knew fo well 
how to uſe their reaſon: but I had no permiſ- 
ſion to infringe, cr neglect the laws that were 
preſcribed to me, and I was every moment ob- 
ſerving whether the wind had begun to blow ; 
for it had entirely ceaſed from the time I came 
to the iſland of the Caravillis. One day I 
perceived the branches of the trees were in 
motion, and this was an admonition to me to 
prepare for my departure. With this intenti- 
on, I aſſembled the heads of families, and ac- 
quainted them with the neteflity that obliged 
me to leave them, and adviſed them to chuſe 
a prince from their own body, in my place, 
after my departure, 

This declaration was like a blaſt of thunder 
to them, and at firſt they ſeemed diſpoſed to 
obſtruct my deſign : but when I repreſented . 
to them, how reproachful it would be for them 
to be guilty of the firſt violation of the laws 
they had made, one of which permitted a prince 
to abdicate his dignity when he thought it ex- 
pedient, and that their example might be at- 
tended with fatal conſequences, they at laſt 

| yielded, 
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yielded, tho* with much reluctance, to my 
departure; and thus, notwithſtanding the re- 
gret that appeared in their faces, and the dif- 
inclination I had to leave them, I bid them an 
eternal farewel. 

When I had taken my leave of the elders, I 
went to the public place, where I addreſſed 
myſelf to the people in theſe terms. Every 
thing which the gods ordained to be tranſacted 
in this iſland by my miniſtration, is now com- 
pleated ; the deteſtable prince who polluted 
the land with his crimes, and detained you in 
the ſevereſt captivity, is now no more; and 
the wretched accomplices of his abominations 
have been compelled to abandon the country, 
and wander in ſtrange lands; you have ſuc- 
ceeded- in their room, as more worthy to inha- 
bit the iſland of the Caravillis, and are now 
entered on their poſſeſſions; your punctuality 
in conforming to the laws preſcribed you, has 
exceeded my expectations; and I beg the gods 
to continue you in the happy ſtate wherein! 
now behold you: may they grant, that you 
may long be the conſolation and joy of your 
children; may they ſhower down all imagina- 
ble proſperity on your heads, and avert from 
you every calamity that would afflict you. 

When I had finiſhed this diſcourſe I prepared 
for my departure, whilſt alt the people wept, 
and knew not how to make me ſufficiently ſen- 
ſible of their ſorrow: men, women and chil- 


dren attended me to the verge of the lecond 1 
8 an 
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LON and would even have paſſed the river, and fol- 
- dif, lowed me much farther ; but I ſo earneſtly in- 
treated them to return, that they could no 
EE me that ſatisfaction. 

y only conſolation at leaving a people fo 
T dear to me was to obſerve, that I wad blew 


m an 


Zvery le 
acded was ſeated: this circumſtance filled me with a 


ane joy beyond expreſſion ; for at that time I had 
Bred no knowledge of the misfortunes I was ſtill 
reſerved to ſuffer. However, I met with no- 


u 1 : 
T "Y thing remarkable in all the countries thro? 
133 which I. paſſed; and after IJ had travelled for 
untry, the ſpace of twenty days, I at laſt ſaw the ex- 
e ſuc. | Piration of the term of three moons, during 
1 which I was fated to wander over the face of 
. the earth. 
tuality I was at the diſtance of only two days jour- 
u, has ney from my father's habitation, when a dread- 
1e gods ful tempeſt, intermixed with thunder and 
erein | lightning, overtook me in my way; I fre- 
at you gently ſaw the thunder burſting at my feet, and 
»f your the danger obliged me to ſeek for ſome ſhel- 
1agina- ter; I at laſt found myſelf at the entrance into 
-r from | Aern, the door of which was open; and 
*y as I hoped to be there in ſafety, I was prepar- 
repared ing to enter; when I beheld a young lady run 
e wept, into the cavern, in the greateſt diſorder, with- 
ty ſen- t an! cincture, and with an air of the ut- 


ad chil- moſt deſolation. She ſeemed to have the very 
ond iſle, features of the young princeſs I had ſeen ſix 
months before, in the cave of the magician 


and 
Coran, 


from that point where my father's habitation 
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Coran,. and the ſight of whom had coſt me ſo 
dear. I had a ſecret preſage that ſhe was the 
ſame perſon, and that I ſhould not even now 
behold her with impunity : however, I took 
a reſolution to follow her, and as ſhe fled with 
extraordinary ſwiftneſs, I imagined ſhe might 
want ſome aſſiſtance. I therefore followed her 
into the ſecond chamber, which was illuminated 
withjavaſt number of lamps: ſhe had thrown 
herſelf on a bed of ruſhes ; and without think- 
ing on the attitude in which ſhe lay, abandon- 
ed herſelf to all the violence of ſorrow. 
Surprized at what I beheld, I approached 
the bed. on which ſhe had caſt herſelf, and 
kneeling before her I claſped one of her hands 
in mine; How happy am I to have found an 
opportunity, ſaid I, of ſerving the moſt ami- 
able creature in the world! You are bedewed 
with tears; permit me to wipe them from 
your cheeks; your limbs are all covered with 
mire z let me waſh away that pollution. Up- 
on which I was preparing to render her thoſe 
little ſervices, which ſhe ſuffered me to per- 
form, or rather was inſenſible of what I did. 
But at laſt as I was giving her to underſtand how 
much I thought myſelf obliged to my deſtiny. 
for conducting me to her preſence, that | 
might ſurrender up my liberty to her; Be gone, 
ralh man, ſaid ſhe, puſhing me away with 
much vehemence; leave me to bewail my miſ. 
fortune, and tremble at that which now threat- 


ens even you. Ataxthe ſame inſtant, happen- 
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ing to recollect that ſhe was entirely naked, 
ſhe was loft in confuſion, to behold herſelf in 
that condition in the preſence of a man, and 
immediately covered herſelf with the ſkin of a 
bear, that ſhe ſnatched from the foot of the 
bed. 100 | 

I was charmed at this inftance of her mo- 
deſty; and perfectly tranſported to diſcover, 
in ſuch a lovely perſon, a decency ſo unuſual in 
that ſex . I endeavoured to calm her forrow 
in the beſt manner I was capable; and repre- 
ſented to her, that it was unreaſonable to aban- 
on herſelf to deſpair, whilſt there was the leaſt 
pe of relief. I aſked her to ſpeak to me 
ithout reſerve, at the ſame time aſſuring her, 
hat I would facrifice my life in her ſervice. 
1 generous unknown ! cried ſhe in a new con- 
ternation, turn your eyes to the door! She 
ad no power to utter a word more, and im- 
ediately fell into a ſwoon. I was preparing 
0 alſift her, when a dreadful hiſs made me 
urn my head to the chamber-door : I there 
wa terrible ſerpent advancing towards us, I 
uddered at the ſight of a monſter, that to me 
peared more formidable than the enchanted 
ger I had killed fix months before. But, 
owever, my courage did not forſake me at 
at juncture: I ſeized my bow and arrows, and 
epared to pierce the ſerpent; but the very 


Almoſt all the women of thoſe times proſtituted 
emſelves to the firſt comer, and the moſt abandoned 
mem was generally beſt diſpoſed of in marriage. 
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moment I was ready to launch the firſt arroy | 
I became motionleſs, - my feet were faſtened v lit) 
the pavement in ſuch a manner, that I cou un 
not move from the ſpot where I ſtood, and ny WM frei 
arms remained extended, without the lea mo 
poſſibility of motion. 83 me 
In the mean time the monſter, winding 1 ſort 
the bed, opened a dreadful throat, in the Har. g0le 
ful cavity of which I ſaw the princeſs ſwallowed Ml celle 
| rag in ie which he retired, leaving me 1 
ſtill in the ſame condition. all t 
It was an hour after this fatal adventure, ¶ fervi 
before the charm: that fixed me to the paye- alter 
ment entirely ceaſed. The firſt uſe J made d adye 
my liberty was to quit the cavern, and ru 
in ſearch of the dreadful animal who had & and v 
voured my miſtreſs; but all my Jabours wer Pn 
unavailing, and the night obliged me to ſto Ste 
at the gate of a cave, where I ſaw a light, . 
begged permiſſion to paſs the night in that 


* 


place; but the domeſticks without making loro: 
any reply, ſeized and carried me to their miſtreis depri 
She was an antient woman, and bowed un- She 
der a weight of years. Venerable mother, {ai of au 
I the moment I beheld her, I implore your obey. 
protection. I had no ſooner uttered theſe word; ber, 
when ſhe ſaid to me, Himan, fear nothing; Laica 
Jam no ſtranger to the laws of hoſpitaliij Plied \ 
and you are in perfect ſafety in this place. ¶ ur c 
In Peru, and chiefly in the eduntry of Antiſuzu a ber 
ſerpents have been ſeen 25 feet in length. dieians 
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I was preparing to thank her for her civi- 
lity; but ſhe would not allow me the oppor- 
tunity. Himan, ſaid ſhe, you need ſome re- 
freſnment; and you ſhall preſently be accom- 
modated : at the ſame inſtant they brought 
me a plate of maze, - pulſe and fruits of all 
ſorts ; after which I was preſented with a large 
golden cup, filled with a red liquor of an ex- 
cellent flavour. 

The aged matron ſuffered me to eat, with 
all the tranquillity I could deſire; but ob- 
ſerving that I continued in a profound ſilence, 
after my repaſt (for I was then recollecting the 
adyentures of that day) Himan, ſaid the, for- 
bare to indulge that melancholy ; conſtancy , 
and virtue ought to be equally inſeparable from 
princes z they ſhould make nobleneſs conſiſt in 
a greater ſhare of wiſdom than other people en- 
joy, Baniſh then from your mind every at- 
fictive thought; and let not an unjuſtifiable 
ſorrow render you unworthy of your birth, and 
deprive you of the princeſs you love. 

She pronounced theſe words with an accent 
of authority, that convinced me I ought to 
obey. I roſe from my ſeat, and bending before 
her, with one knee to the ground, Potent 
Laica *, ſaid I, yourcommands ſhall be com- 
pled with; and 1 vow to conform myſelf to 
your counſels : and yet the grief with which 


* Laica ſignifies a female magician : they were uſu- 
ally benevolent ; whereas the generality of the male ma- 
gicians delighted in injurious actions. ge 
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you have ſeen me affected, is far from being 
reproachful. But why ſhould I trouble you fel 
with the particulars; ſhe who was acquainted an 
with my name the moment ſhe ſaw me, muſt ha 
certainly be privy to the molt ſecret circum- WO ſee 
ſtances of my life. 


HOUR IX. 


Yes, my dear ſon, replied the Laica em- 
bracing me, I am acquainted with all that has 
ever happened to you ſince your birth; and 
am not ignorant of any events which are re- 
ſerved for the future part of your life. To 
give you a proof of this knowledge, I afſure 
you the uſurper will die in a ſhort time, and 
the people will recal your father to his throne: 
as to your particular, you ſhall hereafter be 
Joined, in the ſofteſt union, with the young 
princeſs you beheld this day. She is the uſur- 

er's only daughter, and he was obliged to 
Paniſh her to a cavern very remote from the 
place of his reſidence, becauſe ſhe was threat- 

ned by an oracle with ſome extraordinary ca- 
lamity, if ſhe' came to the iſle of Titicaca be- 
fore ſhe had arrived to a certain age, and each 
of you are to experience very great misfor- 
tunes, ſhould you happen to ſee one another 
before the time prefixed by,fate, Your deſti- Whe 
nies, however, have a mutual dependence on tende 
each other, and will be. accompliſhed in ſpite your 
of all oppoſition. , reney 
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At the laſt part of the Laica's prediction, I 
felt a pleaſing tranquillity reviving in my ſoul, 
and was delighted to hear I ſhould one day be 
happy with the princeſs; and yet, as I had 
ſeen her devoured by a ſerpent, I could not 
comprehend how ſhe could poſſibly be reſtored to 
me hereafter, I intimated my uneaſineſs to 
the Laica, and intreated her to favour me 
with ſome ſatisfactory ſolution of my doubts. 
It is by no means proper, ſaid ſhe, to inform 
you of what has happened to the princeſs, be- 
cauſe the diſcovery would be fatal to you both; 
nay, you will ſuffer ſeverely, for coming into 
her preſence this day : however, a little con- 
ſtancy will make you triumph over your rigid 
deſtiny :- but, above all things, continued ſhe, 
be {ure to remember the verſes you will hear 
immediately; upon which ſhe drew three cir- 
cles, with a little red wand, and was then 
ſeized with ſurprizing agitations ; ſhe reddened; 
ſhe grew pale; ſhe foamed, and at laſt with a 
trembling voice, ſung theſe verſes ; 


Let thy fair princeſs ever prove 

The charming object of thy love: 
In ev'ry place, before thine eyes, 
Let her celeſtial image riſe. 


When the Laica had uttered this oracle, ſhe 
tenderly embraced me; Betake yourſelf now to 
your repoſe, ſaid ſhe, and to-morrow you may 
renew your journey to your own n. 

2 n 
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In leſs than fifteen days after your arrival there, 
you will be viſtted by ambaſſadors who will of. 
fer you the throne of Titicaca, which you are 
to accept; and then govern the people accord. 
ing to the lights imparted to you by nature, 
and which have been cultivated by an happy 
education. When the Laica had ended he 
diſcourſe, I laid me down on a bed of ruſhes, 
and enjoyed a very refreſhing ſlumber. The 
next morning at break of day, I directed my 
courſe towards the palace where my father re- 
ſided. 

My dear Mora Conay, continued the prince 
of Titicaca, you are acquainted with all the 
other particulars; | have been invited to the 
throne, and endeavoured to inſpire my ſubjectz 
with ſentiments of humanity : I have been care- 
ful to give them right apprehenſions of juſtice 
and equity; but none of theſe attentions have 
been able to abate my paſſion : night and day 
the idea of the princeſs is inſeparable from my 
ſoul, and I am perpetually ſighing to behold 
her once more. This is the only cauſe of my 
averſion to all the marriages that have been 
propoſed to me, and do you now think me 
guilty of any injuſtice, in not complying witb 
ſuch importunities ? Give me your ſentiments 
with all imaginable freedom. 

My lord, replied Mora Conay, I muſt ne- 
ceſſarily approve your proceeding; I have fre- 
quently ſeen the princeſs, and her youthful 


charms are worthy gf the paſſion you wo_ 
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for her: and yet, as your majeſty cannot be 
certain when you ſhall be united to the deſerv- 
ing object of your wiſhes, and as the preſent 
diſſatisfactions of your ſubjects are very preſ- 
ſing, tis necellary to think of ſome ſpeedy re- 
medy; and, in my opinion, the propereſt 
expedient to diſſipate the cabals, is to engage 
your people in a war. The prince of Chuqui- 
aqua, during theſe laſt diſorders, has poſſeiſed 
himfelf of ſeveral parts of your dominions, 
which he eaſtward of this ifland ; and you have 
nothing more to do, than to demand a reſti- 
tution, which he will undoubtedly refuſe: this 
will be ſufficient to induce you to declare war 
againſt him, and as long as that continues, 
you will hear no more of marriage: and if 
they ſhould afterwards. renew their former 
mportunities, you muſt contrive ſome other 
expedient to relieve you from your perplexity. 
The prince of Titicaca approved of the 
ſcheme his miniſter recommended; he dil- 
patched an embaſſador to demand the territo- 
ries which had been uſurped, and the brother 
of Mora Conay was charged with this com- 
miſſion : he cauſed himſelf ro be carried. to the 
court of the prince of Chuquiaqua in a golden 
litter, attended by fifty men who ſupported it 

in their turns. | 
When the embaſſador was introduced to the 
audience of the prince, he delivered himſelf 
in theſe terms: My lord, you are not inſenſi- 
ble that you poſſeſs a large tract of land which 
G 3 be- 
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belonged to the predeceſſors of my maſter, the 
prince of Titicaca. The troubles which at that 
time infeſted our country, facilitated your 
conqueſt of thoſe territories ; the reſtitution of 
which, I am now come to demand, and your 
anſwer will decide, whether peace or war is to 
ſubſiſt between the two nations. 

Your demand is juſt, replied the prince of 
Chuquiaqua, and I promile you all imagina- 
ble ſatisfaction ; but, at the ſame time, I 1twear 
by the tyger, from whom I am deſcended *, 
that the fon of the lion ſha!l never obtain what 
he requires, till he has made a treaty with me, 
by which he ſhall engage to be my confede- 
rate in war, againſt the tyrant of Mulobamba, 
My ſubjects have long complained, that this 
offenſive neighbour daily carries off their molt 
beautiful virgins to be ſubſervient to his plea- 
ſures, and their young men to be devoured at 
his table. 5 

As it was no important matter, what nation 
the prince of Titicaca declared war againſt, 
provided he kept his people in action, the trea- 
ty of alliance was ſoon concluded, and the two 
ſovereigns appeared in the field at the head of 
their forces; but the king of Mulobamba was 
too powerful for the allies, and the victory de- 
clared in his favour. With his own hand he 


* The Indians, and eſpecially che great lords, pretend 
to derive their deſcent from a lion, tyger, leopard, or 
ſome other fierce animal. Some among them even drew 
their pedigree from a OE; a marſh, a ſpring, &c. 
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flew the prince of Chuquiaqua, made the 
prince of Titicaca his priſoner, and ſeized the 
dominions of both, except the iſle of Titicaca, 
which refuſed to acknowledge the conqueror. 
The number of its inhabitants was conſider- 
ably increaſed, by the multitudes who fled for 
refuge among them; and, with this additional 
ſtrength, the iſland conſtantly preſerved its li- 

berty. R 
In the mean time, the prince of Titicaca 
was conducted to an apartment in the palace 
of the king of Mulobamba, and committed to 
the care of ſeveral young damſels, who were 
commanded to divert his melancholy, and re- 
gale him with ſuch proviſions as would ſooneſt 
make him fat. The careſſes of theſe young 
women were ſo many tortures to the unfortu- 
nate prince ; and he was obliged to be perpe- 
tually on his guard againſt ſuch amiable ob- 
jects, that he might not violate his fidelity to 
his charming princeſs, whom he was com- 
manded to remember without any intermiſſion. 
During the ſpace of two moons, which he lin- 
gered out in this miſerable condition, his only 
conſolation was to entertain himſelf with her 
lovely idea, and ſing the verſes he had com- 
poſed in her praiſe; but theſe, in the event, 
proved ſo many combats which he had been 
preparing for himſelf, for the generality of 
the young damſels, to whoſe care he was con- 
ſigned, were ſo affected with the harmonyof his 
voice, that they became deſirous of making 
G 4 ſome 
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ſome impreſſion on his heart: they made him 
all poſſible advances, and even offered him his 
liberty, if he would be favourable to their 
flame; but all their ſolicitudes were ineffec- 


tual; the prince refuſed to owe his liberty to gh 
ſuch conditions, and nothing could deface the 
princeſs Cumac Riti in his remembrance. 

Whilſt he was maintaining this conteſt a. 7 
gainſt the charms of ſo many beautiful perſons, WW the 
he received notice, that he was now to be de- wel 
voured at a feaſt, which the King gave to all 1 ; 
the heads of families in his dominions. Thele FL 
tidings were like a clap of thunder to the Thy 
prince of Titicaca; and, yet the thoughts of WM ... © 
death were not fo dreadful to him, as the loſs "rr 
of his beloved princeſs. He repreſented her, I mies 
in his imagination, folded in the arms of ano- Wc... 
ther, and this afflictive thought was the only 
circumſtance that diſcompoſed him: But at Q 
laſt he fortified himſelf with a noble reſolution, ¶ com 
and diſpoſed himſelf for death, if ſuch was to ner? 
be the fate to which his deſtiny had ordained A 
him. * the 

When the day was fixed for this ſcene of WW mini 
inhumanity, all the people devoted themſelves Q 
to public rejoicings. The morning was uſher- Wrhoy 


ed in with dances; and to theſe ſucceeded W own 


plentiful regales of wine. A 
About noon the priſoner was led to the Wmor 
public place, where the feſtival was to be ce- Q 


lebrated. He appeared with an air of mtre- N way] 
pidity, capable of infuſing reſpect into the I king 
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hearts of all but barbarians. He marched with 
a Now and ſolemn pace, and from time to 
time play'd melting notes on the flute, or ſung 
verſes in honour of the lovely cauſe of all his 
ſighs. 


KO U B. LX 


The formality of a kind of ſentence, was 
the prelude to this mournful ceremony. The 
king, at the head of the elders of the nation, 
approached the prince of Titicaca, and ad- 
dreſſed him in this manner; Ah, unhapy man! 
Thy deſtruction is this day inevitable, and 
we ſhall feaſt on thy fleſh : this is the moſt ef- 
fectual method of being freed from our ene- 
mies: but before thou dieſt, continued he, an- 
ſyer me a few queſtions. 


Queſtion. Is it not true, that thou didſt 
pens to invade our country in a hoſtile man- 
ner 

Anſwer. I only came to have ſatisfaction for 
the hoſtilities you daily committed in my do- 
minions, and thoſe of my allies. 

Queſt. Doſt not thou acknowledge, that 
thou haſt ſlain ſeveral of my ſubjects with thine 
own hands? 

Anſw. Thou thyſelf has murdered many 
more of mine. c 

Queſt. Should I reſtore thee thy liberty, 
wouldit thou employ it in new invaſions of my 
Kingdoms ? t 

G-5 Anſw. 
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Anſw. Without doubt; but ſhould I make 
thee my priſoner, I would not devour thee. 


Well then, continued the king, to prevent 
the calamities thou mayeſt bring upon us, we 
are determined to eat thee immediately. 
The moment this fentence was pronounced, 
they began to put it in execution. 
The prince of Titicaca was bound to a tree, 
and the king, with the elders of the country, 
armed with ſharp knives of flint, prepared to 
diſſect alive the unfortunate prince; when two 
meſſengers, all bathed in ſweat ruſhed in, and 
demanded audience of the king ; they ac- 
quainted him, that the inhabitants of Titicaca, 
with thoſe of Chuquiaqua, were aſſembled to 
the number of thirty thouſand men, and had 
already penetrated into the territories of Mulo- 
bambo, putting all to the ſword in their march; 
The tyrant was confounded at theſe tidings, 
and applied to the elders for counſel in that 
exigency. My lord, ſaid they, there is 0 
time for heſitation : you muſt aſſemble, with- 
out loſing a moment, all the forces you cin 
raiſe, and march immediately to the enemy: 
but this is not all, continued they, for as fuc- 
ceſs in war is always uncertain, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary to let the prince of Titicaca live: 
ſhould we be victorious, it will then be time 
enough to eat him; but ſhould the gods or: 
dain us to be defeated, we can make uſe d. 
him, to obtain advantageous terms from thi 
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The prince was ſatisfied with this advice, 
and remanded the priſoner back to the women, 
to whoſe care he had been committed before. 
After this, he placed himſelf at the head of 
thoſe whom the feſtival had drawn together, 
and proceeded with all expedition to meet the 
foe. His army was conſiderably reinforced 
in his march; ſo that when he prepared to 
engage the allies, he had forty thouſand men 
under his command. 

In the mean time, the aged Laica, whe was 
always watchful over the intereſt of the prince 
of Titicaca, went to viſit him in his priſon. 
At her enterance into it, ſhe diffuſed fo thick 
a ſmoak, as-made every thing inviſible : after 
which, ſhe took the prince by the hand, and 
directed him to follow her, becauſe his preſence 
was. neceflary elſewhere :. upon which he was 
conveyed in a moment, to the army of the 
allies, Himan, ſaid the Laica, you have ex- 
perienced many misfortunes and dangers, and 
| was incapable of averting them from you; 
chance led you to confer with the princes, be- 
tore the time preſcribed by a magician, whoſe 
power is ſuperior to mine, and who-delights to 
make thorns ſpring up in all yourpaths of life. 
He had taken a ſolemn oath, that if you beheld 
Cumac Riti, before ſeventeen years and one 
day of her age were compleated, he would pu- 
niſh you with great ſeverity. I hope, how- 
ever, added ſhe, that he will now be ſatisfied 
with your. paſt ſufferings; and I am the-more 

G 6 - inclined 
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inclined to entertain that hope, becauſe he has 
not obſtrufted your liberty: place yourſelf, 
then, at the head of your ſubjects and confede- 


rates, and combat with intrepidity; I may 


venture to aſſure you, that you will be victo- 
rious, and find many juſt cauſes for joy. But, 
as you have an enemy before you whoſe 
arms are inchanted, I here preſent you with a 
lance, whoſe virtue you will experience the 
moment it touches the arms of the King of 
Mulobamba. 
The Laica, having taken her leave of the 
rince of Titicaca, he preſented himſelf before 
his ſubjects, who received him with unſpeak- 
able joy; after which he diſcovered himſelf to 
his allies, and the whole army cried out in con- 
cert, O ſon of the lion! avenge our laſt defeat; 
animate us with thy preſence, and make us 
triumph over our foes! | 
The two armies had faced each other a con- 
ſiderable time, without ſhewing any diſpoſition 
to engage. The king of Mulobamba ima- 
gined, that as the confederates beheld his forces 
{uperior to their own, they would not preſume 
to attack him. He ſent a defiance to his ene- 
mies, and accompanied it with inſulting lan- 
guage ; but the inhabitants of Titjcaca, exal- 
perated at this contemptuous treatment, would 
have put the deputies to death, had not their 
prince thought it · improper to indulge them in 
their intentions. Let the enemy, faid he, con- 
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and let us wait till they march to attack us: 


their precipitation will diſorder their ranks, 
and they will fall upon us with the utmoſt con- 
fuſion; we ſhall then charge them with the 
greateſt advantage, and if the gods condeſcend 
to be propitious, we ſhall make them fly before 
us without any conſiderable loſs on our ſide. 

It was not long before they ſaw the king of 
Mulobamba haſten to the head of his army: 
he was a man near five cubits in height, and he 
fell like a tempeſt upon the firſt ranks of the 
confederate army, whom he intirely routed: 
he graſped an inchanted mace of maſſive gold, 
which weighed two- hundred pounds, and, at 
every blow, laid ten men in the duſt, Beſides 
this weapon, he was aſſiſted by a tyger and a 
condore*®, who were altogether as deſtructive 
as their maſter. | 

The army of the allies had been entirely de- 


feated, had not the prince of Titicaca appeared 


in perſon to ſuſtain them. He advanced at 
the head of his ſubjects, and charged ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully on his foes, that he forced them to 
retreat: but his chief care was to face the kin 

of Mulobamba; to whom at laſt, he forced 
himſelf a paſſage, and, with his lance, had 
no ſooner touch'd the tyrant's golden mace, 
when it immediately ſhrunk in his hands, and 
was reduced to a powder as fine as the ſmalleſt 


A prodigious bird, ſixteen feet in height, and the 
extremities of his wings eighteen feet diſtant from each 


other. 
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ſand. The tyrant being thus diſarmed, thought 
on nothing but his own deſtruction; he no 
more attempted to renew the combat, but en- 
deavoured to owe his ſafety to flight: but al 
his efforts to that purpoſe were vain; and the 
prince of Titicaca aimed ſuch a vigorous ſtroke 
at his foe, as laid him dead on the earth. The 
tyger indeed, as well as the condore, did their 
utmoſt to revenge their maſter's. death: but 
all their fury was- unavailing, and they both 
fell, at the ſame inſtant, pierced with wounds, 
The ſhattered remains of the enemy loſt all 
their courage, when they beheld the bulwark 
of their army in the duſt; they threw down 
their weapons, and begged for quarter, which 
put an end to the carnage. 

The prince of Titicaca, during his captivity, 
had been informed, that a vaſt number ot 
women of all. nations, mourned their loſs of 
liberty in the tyrant's palace, and that mul- 
titudes of the other ſex were ſhut up in cham- 
bers, where they were fattened. in order to be 
devoured, When he had received this infor- 
mation, he thought it would redound to his 
glory, to reſtore ſo many. unhappy captives to 
their liberty, and, with that intention, marched 
to Mulobamba,. where, at his arrival, he de- 
manded the keys of the palace; after which he 
paſſed through the apartments, and, in the 
fofteſt language, proclaimed liberty to the 
priſoners. | | 
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He had now no part of the palace, except the 
womens apartment, to viſit; and it was ſome 
time before he could prevail on himſelf to ap- 

ar there in perſon. He was apprehenſive, 


| left the view of thoſe lovely objects who reſided 


there, ſhould prove too enſnaring to his ſoul ; 
but at laſt, he fortified himſelf with a proper 
reſolution, and commanded his attendants. to 
open the doors of the ſeraglio. But how great 
was the aſtoniſnment that immediately ſeized 
him! He had ſcarce ſet a foot in the third cham- 
ber, when he was loſt in amazement; at the 
ſight of the firſt object on which he caſt his 
eyes, he became motionleſs and inſenſible, and 
had certainly ſunk on the floor, had not two 


of his officers who accompanied him, caught 


him in their arms. The object he beheld, was 
the princeſs Cumac Riti. 


HOUR XI. 


No endeavours were omitted to recover him. 
Cumac Riti was alarmed at the condition in 
which ſhe ſaw him; ſhe approached him, and 
bedewed his face with her tears, and, by her 
endearing careſſes, at laſt recalled him. to life. 
The prince grew ſenſible of the benefit of her 
tender careſſes: Is it you, then, Cumac Rin, 
ſaid he, with the ſofteſt air, or is it your ſhade 
that preſents itſelf to my view? The lovely 
ſymmetry of her features inclined him to believe 
ſhe was the princeſs; but, as ſhe appeared 

7 conſi- 
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conſiderably changed and emaciated, he knew att 
not what to think: If you are the lady I ſeek, MW 0 
continued he, I ſhall account myſelf the hap. Nu 
pieſt of mortals, to have found you. But what N doe 
accident can have placed. you here? Give me ga 
an exact relation of the adventures that hap. vat! 
pened to you ſince our ſeparation, 

I ſhall with pleaſure, replied Cumac Riti, NVer 
give you the ſatisfaction you deſire : and muſt Nenc! 
inform you then, my lord, continued ſhe, Nuit! 
that I was bathing with my mother in a ade 
fountain, near the place where I was confined Ntow. 
by the prince my father, when the tempeſt, Ir 
which undoubtedly compelled you to take 
refuge in my palace, obliged my mother and 
me to quit the water with the greateſt ſpeed, 
We each of us went to. take the habits we had 
left at a little diſtance, when a ſerpent of a 
monſtrous ſize immediately appeared before 
us; he ſeized my mother by the feet, and, as 
I imagined, devoured her in an inſtant. 

I berook myſelf to flight, with all the hor- 
rors that fear could inſpire, and ran to the pa- 
lace to call for aſſiſtance, but wanted power to 
accompliſh my deſires. ; 

This violence of. my apprehenſion, Joined 
with the idea of having ſeen my mother de- 
voured by a ſerpent, deprived me of my ſenſes, 
and overwhelmed me with deſpair, and you 
ſtood. by me ſome time, before I was ſenſible 
of your preſence. The tenders you made me 


of your aſſiſtance, obliged me to give ſome 
, attention 
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15 
knew attention to your diſcourfe, and I was n 
I ſeek, o anſwer you, when I beheld the very ſerpent 
e hap- iſ who had devoured my mother, appear at the 
t what door of the chamber where we then were. I 
ve me gave you notice of the danger, and you, in 
t hap. Vain, endeavoured to combat the monſter. 
Your arm became inactive, your attempts 
© Riti, Nvere all unavailing, and your feet, by a ſecret 
d muſt enchantment, were faſtened to the pavement, 
d ſhe, Nuithout any poſſibility of motion. This ac- 
in a Nadent gave the monſter full liberty to advance 
nfined towards me, J fainted at his approach, and 
mpeſt, or 2 conſiderable time remained in a ſtate of 
o take Iinſenſibility. 
er and When I at laſt came to myſelf, my heart 
ſpeed, Nas oppreſſed with all the agonies of ſorrow; 
ve had but my aſtoniſhment was not to be expreſſed, 
nt of 2 hen I found myſelf in a priſon, that ſeemed 
before Mo incloſe me with walls of fleſh, and, at the 
ind, as eme time, heard myſelf called by a voice very 
0 familiar to me; I fancied it was all a dream; 
e hor- Nut was undeceived my mother who utter- 
the pa- the voice. She acquainted me that we were 
ower to n the belly of a ſerpent, who belonged to the 
I ing of Mulobamba, and that the tyrant, who 
joined "as a great enchanter, had by his powerful art 
her de- Formed this monſter, whom he diſpatched 
ſenſes, Nrery moon, in ſearch of young virgins for 
nd you pleaſure, and women to attend them. 
ſenſible My mother died with grief, the moment ſhe 
ade me s releaſed from the belly of the monſter, and 
e ſome knew not how I became able to ſurvive her. 
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From the firſt moment of my confinement iz 
this place, I haye been a prey to mortal afflic. 
tions. My health was conſiderably impaired, 
and I only waited for death to end my pains 
for ever. I daily invoked his aid, to delive 
me from the hateful viſits of a tyrant ; tho 
he never came into my preſence but with an in. 
tention to offer me ſome conlolation : forroy 
alone ſeldom proves mortal, and the expeti 
ence I then had of its inconſiderable efficacy, 


not permitting me to hope for an afliſtanc 7 
from that quarter, I provided myſelf with 1M tica 
ſharp knife, with which I intended to kill my-M uta 
ſelf the firſt day of the next moon, which wall a ſp 
the very time the tyrant had fixed for making At 
me the victim of his brutality; a fatal day in reg: 
deed, and I was then to be the partner of h whi 
bed, notwithſtanding all the averſion to hi and 
perſon could poſſibly diſcover. drea 
At theſe words, the prince of Titicaca wu men 
relieved from all his apprehenſions : he ten. the 
derly embraced the princeſs, and aſked her i tant: 
ſhe could offer him her hand without any reluc-W whic 
tance : My lord, ſaid ſhe, I make the utmollYI a gi 


diſtinction between you and him, between m deor 
prince and a tyrant, my preſerver, and on prin 
who would have raviſhed me; in a word, be ·¶ in at 
tween a generous and reaſonable man, and al T 
lawleſs barbarian ; I ought to be for ever 4 her 1 
verſe to the inclinations of the one, and oe ous ; 
the moſt perfect obedience to the will of ti was 
other. lhe b 
After 


3 


nent in 
i afflic- 
apaired, 
y Pains 
deliver 
at ; tho 
th an in. 
: ſorroy 
exper. 
efficaq 
Aiſtance 
"With 1 
kill my- 
nich was 
making 
| day in- 
er of his 
1 to hu 


aca. Way 

he ten 
d her i 
y reluc- 
> utmol 
Veen m 
and one 
ord, be- 
1,. anda 
* ever 4 
and owe 


| of thi 


Aftet 


PERU VIAN TALES. 139 


After this the prince marched with his 
troops, towards his own dominions. He teſ- 
tified his acknowledgments to his allies for the 
ſuccours they had offered him, and left the 
conquered people in poſſeſſion of their liberty, 
becauſe he had taken up arms againſt them, 
with no other intention than to puniſh their 
king for his crimes. As to his beloved Cumac 
Riti, ſhe accompanied him in his progreſs, and 
he cauſed her to be carried in a ſilver litter. 

The prince after his arrival in the iſle of Ti- 
ticaca, eſpouſed the fair Cumac Riti, with the 
utmoſt ſolemnity, and, on that occaſion, gave 
a ſplendid feaſt ro the heads of every family. 
At the opening of the feſtival, they were all 
regaled with the moſt exquiſite food, after 
which they drank a variety of delicious liquors, 
and cloſed the day with dances : but how 
dreadful was the cataſtrophe! the very mo- 
ment they were conducting the young bride to 
the prince's apartment, the eyes of all the aſſiſ- 
tants were begloomed with 'a thick cloud, 
which, as it diſſipated by degrees, diſcovered 
a giant of a monſtrous ſtature and moſt hi- 
deous form. This dreadful figure ſeized the 
princeſs, and diſappeared from the aſſembly 
in another cloud as dark as the former. 

The moment Acllahua came to this part of 
her relation, ſhe was ſurpriſed to ſee the lumin- 
ous arm appear before her unſummoned, and 
Was preparing to demand the reaſon of what 
lhe beheld, when the voice, that was always 

I- 
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inſeparable from that arm, addreſſed her in 
this manner; Daughter of the ſun ; the queen 
has cauſed it to be intimated to the Mamacuna, 


that ſhe this day intends to viſit the felet WW - 
virgins of Cuſco, and ſhe is now in her way i the 
from the palace to the ſacred college, where, ¶ rage 
at her arrival, ſhe will infallibly enquire for N rv. 
you. Conlider then, what trouble and diirepu- WM lane 
tation your abſence will create, With the Mu! 
Yaca's permiſſion, therefore, you ſhall diſcon- in a 
tinue your hiſtory at preſent; you may, to- ſpait 
morrow, acquaint him with the ſequel, with WW yas 
out interruption. | | with 

The Inca Yahuarhuacac did not ſtay til MW man 
Acllahua had intreated his conſent to retire: Wer to 
F give you leave, ſaid he, to proceed no far. MF tl 
ther in your relation at this time; return nge 
Cuſco as ſoon as poſſible, but to-morrow | lang 
ſhall have a great inclination to hear the ſequel Mthe 
of the hiſtory of the prince of Titicaca, for | voice 
have an uncommon curioſity to know in what blow 
manner his dear Cumac Riti was reſtored to N vife. 


his arms. canſt 

My lord, replied Acllahua, you ſhall hae hiti 
all the ſatisfaction you deſire, and the conclu- Nat, 
fion of this hiſtory is no leſs engaging than the ¶ form 
beginning. After which, having intimated Hor jj 
her deſire to be conveyed to the college of the I. 
ſele& virgins, the luminous arm was immedi- the g 
ately obedient to her will.“ ceive. 

The next morning Acllahua returned Mi 
uſual to the Ynca's apartment, and reſumed 
her hiſtory in this manner, HOUR 
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HOUR XII. 
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All the countries, ſire, were aſtoniſhed at 


the ſight of this prodigy, but no one had cou- 
rage to utter a word. The prince alone, pre- 
ſerved his intrepidity, and ran to ſeek the 
lance, with which he had lain the tyrant of 
Mulobamba in the duſt; he returned with it 
in a moment, and, in all the agonies of de- 
pair, darted it into the body of the giant, and 
vas going to repeat the blow, when the ſpectre, 
with a dreadful voice, cried out, Forbear, raſh 
man ! doſt thou imagine that he who has pow- 


er to deprieve thee of thy bride, in the preſence 


of thy whole court, wants ability to elude thy 
rage? But, as the prince, notwithſtanding this 
language, was ready to aim a ſecond ſtroke at 
the monſter; preſumptuous wretch! ſaid the 
voice once more, hold thy daring hand, or the 
blow thou intendeſt me, ſhall be fatal to thy 
vife. Ah cruel! replied the prince, how well 
canſt thou improve my tenderneſs for Cumac 
Riti to thy advantage; but, daſtard as thou 
at, thou dareſt not appear to me in a human 
form; thou ſhalt either reſtore me my ſpouſe, 
or I'll die beneath the weight of thine arm 
Theſe menaces made no more impreſſion on 
the giant's mind, than his body had before re- 
ceived from the lance. Give me thine atten- 


ion, ſaid he, I am the preſiding genius who 
guards the Deſart Iſland where the ſun ſets, 
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The magician Coran and myſelf have conſented Mhorl 
to unite thee to the princeſs Cumac Riti, on Neert 
certain conditions, Coran had pre- ordained Mthe 
you both to mutual happineſs, had you not ſeen Nber 
each other till the princeſs had attained ſeven. N hop 
teen years and one day of her age, and thou Who « 
hadſt ſeen twenty years and one day of thine; bye 
you have beheld each other before the time The 


preſcribed, and thou art ſenſible how dear that Whige 
interview coſt you both. Tis now my turn Who v. 
to-day. I had taken a ſolemn oath to crown Whou 
thee with bleſſings and delight, if thou didit ¶Deſa 
not introduce the princeſs into the iſle of Titi- Megian' 
caca, till the period of her age I have menti- Meive 


oned; but thou haſt conducted her hither, 
before the expiration of that term; for which! 
am indiſpenſibly obliged to oppoſe thy hap- 
pineſs, and thou muſt never hope to enjoy her 
again, till thou haſt ſought her in the Delart 
Iſland, and accompliſh what the oracle ſhal 
enjoin thee. 

When thegiant had pronounced theſe words, 
he entirely diſappeared, and left the prince 
overwhelmed with a mortal forrow. He ws 
even ready to plunge the lance in his own be 
ſom, but was prevented by a ſeaſonable reflec: 
tion that occured to him the ſame moment. 
He recollected that the Laica, who had for- 
merly ſuccoured him, had, above all things, 
recommended conſtancy as eſſential to his tu 
ture conduct; upon which he dutifully reſigne 
himſelf to the gods, However, he could no 
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forbear ſaying to himſelf, How fatal are the 
terms on Which I am commanded to recover 
the princeſs! I muſt take along voyage to ſeek 
her in the Deſart Iſland; but can any mortal 
hope to croſs an immenſe ocean to a place 
ſo diſtant, that were a man driven thither 
by a tempeſt, he muſt deſpair of a return? 
The very birds cannot wing themſelves a paſ- 
ſage to this place, in Jeſs than ſeveral moons, 


o vaſt and ſo dangerous is the diſtance : and 


ſhould I be ſo fortunate as to approach the 
Deſart Iſland, how ſhall I be able to mollify the 
giant who preſides there, and incline him to 
give me admiſſion! And tho? I ſhould prevail 
over all theſe difficulties, ſhall I be capable of 
executing what the oracle may command me 
to accompliſh ! | 

The prince who was loſt in theſe melancholy 
refle&tions, when the propitious Laica preſented 
derſelf before him. Ah prince, ſaid ſhe, you 
are eaſily dejected; do you want reſolution 
then, to expoſe your life once more, for the 
poſſeſſion of the charming Cumac Riti? You 
ave only another ſtep to take, and you ſhrink 
back. Are you then determined to renounce 
the felicity prepared for you? No, gentle 
Laica, replied the prince, I am reſolved to 
Xxpoſe myſelf to all imaginable perils; I am 
ready to ſacrifice my life for the princeſs, and 
nothing ſhall diſſuade me from my reſolution, 
f you vouchſafe to aid me with your counſels. 


Your: 
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Your courage, replied the Laica, is now ven de. 
commendable, and I will . contribute my ut. Jaic 
moſt endeavours to aſſiſt you in your enter. WM © 
priſe. .. The moſt difficult circumſtances, ou mo 
any but yourſelf, would be to anſwer the thre all 
queſtions, which the guardian of the Deſan ber 
Iſle will aſk you: but as you are endued with ail Per 
competent judgment and capacity, I am per. lend 
ſuaded you will acquit yourſelf with honour, ſea. 
Nothing now remains, but to furniſh you with 
the means of paſſing ſafely thro* this vaſt er. | 
panſe of waters that roll between our continent 
and the Deſart Iſland; but to make this prac- dd 
ticable, Iwill build you a veſſel, which maybe *** 
covered over whenever you pleaſe, and I vil 


lace a ſet of men therein, who ſhall row a 0 
ong as the weather continues ſerene; and 4 


ſhould any tempeſt riſe, you may cauſe yo, 
veſſel to be covered, and by that expedient E N 
ſave yourſelf from ſinking ; and, to prevent 
your being retarded by any ſuch ſeaſons, I wil 
preſent you with a pair of tame condores, who 
ſhall be acquainted with the way you ought wv 
ſteer.” You muſt faſten them to the head df 
your veſſel, and they will draw it after them 
while, the ſtorm continues. 

The prince was delighted at the novelty d 
theſe expedients: Potent Laica, ſaid he, you peſt 
have reſtored my ſoul to its former tranquillity, Þ tl 
by allevating the difficulties. that lay before * 
me; you ſooth me with conſolation, and gin he 


me to hope I A one ** enjoy the 1 * 
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_ neſs which has been promiſed me. I hope, 
my 1 ſaid the Laica, you will ſoon obtain the full 
enter. ¶ enjoy ment of all your wiſhes; as to the accom- 
ces, to modations I have promiled you, they ſhall be 
he three all ready in two days, and therefore remem- 
» Deſar ber, to-morrow morning, to appoint a ſet of 
] with perſons to govern your dominions in your ab- 
am per: lence ; and, when that is done, proceed to the 
den ſea-ſhore, at Arequepa, in order to imbark 
bo.” without delay. 

vaſt cal The Laica having inſtructed the prince in 
tic all the particulars neceſſary for him to be ac- 
is prac: quainted with in the proſecution of this import- 
maybe ant enterpriſe, left him, that ſne might have 
ain opportunity to order the neceſſary prepara- 
row al ions for his voyage; and the prince, on his 
ge; aul Part, punctually obſerved all her directions. 
uſe yout This very evening, he conſtituted his chief 


epedien miniſter Mora Conay governor of his terri- 
preven tories, and early the next morning began, his 
s. L wil 2 ncy to the * from whence he had been 
res, who directed to embart for his voyage. 

zught When he came to Arequepa, he found the 

+ head of Laica, who waited for his arrival, and then 


Iewed him the veſſel the had prepared for 
him: it was compleatly covered; becauſe at 
that time, the ſea happened to be very tem- 
he, yol peſtuous. The two condores, who were faſtened 
aquillity, to the prow, fluttered their wings, to intimate 
iy befor tiey only waited for orders to begin the voyage. 


ter them 


ovelty ol 


and give The prince had brought with him the in- 


ie happi chanted lance he received from the Laica, af- 
nels You. I, H ter 
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ter ſhe had delivered him from his diſmal pri. 
ſon. Prince, ſaid ſhe, you will have no fu. be 
ture occaſion for that weapon, and therefore M th 
exchange it with me for this golden ſcepter. yo 

The very moment the prince of Titicaca yo 
took the ſceptre into his hand, he was ſenſible WM De 
of an entire change through his whole per- wi 
ſon; and was immediately ſeized with horror WW ane 

at ſo extraordinary an event. Ah powerful car 
Laica ! cried he, what am I now become! I you 
even ſeek for myſelf, and am no more to be 
found ! Are theſe the promiſes of which you 
was lately ſo liberal! The Laica could not 2. 
void ſmiling at the apprehenſions of the prince, 
who now perceived he was only a phantom, 
and, at the ſame time, intirely unacquainted 
with the cauſe of ſuch a transformation, on 
the Laica's motives for effecting it. Let not 

this change, ſaid ſhe, diſcompoſe you, for in 
your preſent condition you no longer want the 
neceſſaries of life; you have now no occaſion 
of food, or wine, or ſleep; and I have been 
obliged to proceed in this manner, both with 
reſpe& to yourſelf, and the twenty rowers | 
have given you. This precaution has not dnly 
diſcharged you from the want of large quanti- 
ties of proviſions, with which your. veſſel would 
have been incumbered, but it has likewiſe ſe- 
cured you your life, ſhould you be incapable 
of atiſwering the queſtions'that are to be pro- 
poſed to you hereafter. Let me alſo add, that, 


as you will find Cumac Riti in the very ſame 
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condition, it might be dangerous for you to 
behold her in any other ſtate of being than 
that to which I have changed you. Begin 
your voyage, prince, added ſhe, and ſhould 
you be ſo happy as to gain admiſſion into the 
Deſart Ifland, the oracle will preſcribe the time 
when you are to reſume your proper form; 
and, till the arrival of that period, be very 
careful never to quit the ſceptre I have given 
you. 


HOUR XIII. 


The prince finding himſelf re- animated at 
this diſcourſe, took leave of the Laica, aſſur- 
ing her of his conſtant gratitude for all her fa- 
vours: after which he lifted up one of the 
ſkins that covered the veilel, and entered into 
it, at the ſame time commanding the birds to 
direct their flight to the Deſart Iſland : the very 
moment he ſpoke, they launched forward with 
the rapidity of a ſtream of lightning; the veſ- 
ſl ſhot from the ſhore, and cut thro? the waves, 
lwifter than a ſhaft from the bow of an expert 
archer, The two condores continued on the 
wing, without a moment's intermiſſion, *rill 
the next day, when the ſky became ſerene, and 
a ſudden calm ſmoothed the ſurface of the 
ocean; at which time, the rowers perceived it 
was incumbent on them to perform their duty; 
they took down the ſłins that covered the veſſel, 
and had recourſe to their oars, upon which the 
veſſel began to ſwim with its former ſwiftneſs. 
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The voyage laſted more than two moons; 
at the concluſion of which period, tho* the ſea 
was altogether  unruffled by wind, a dreadful 
noiſe, like the roaring of a tempeſt, was heard, 
The prince at this ordered the rowers to cover 
the veſſel, and was inſtantly obeyed ; but the 
birds forbore to ſpring forward, every one con- 
cluded that what they heard was nothing more 
than the rumbling of the waves that burlt a- 
mong the rocks of the Deſart Iſland ; and in- 
deed the prince, a few moments after, ſaw the 
tree from whence the oracles were uttered ; he 
likewiſe diſcovered the rocks that ſurrounded 
the iſland, and as the men laboured at their 
oars without ceaſing, the prince, in a few mo- 
ments, ſaw the veſſel in a little bay, on the 
ſhore of which it was eaſy to diſembark. 

The prince of Titicaca, in a tranſport of joy, 
was on the point of quitting the veſſel, when 
be found himſelf reſtrained by a ſuperior pow- 
er, and, at the ſame inſtant; beheld the phan- 
tom who carried Cumac Riti from the iſland 
of Titicaca. It was, indeed, the guardian ot 
the Deſart Iſland, at whoſe aſpect the prince 
trembled; but his terrors increaſed when he 
heard- the giant, with a dreadful voice, utter 
theſe words; No mortal can enter this iſland, 
till he has given a juſt anſwer to the queſtions | 
am commiſſioned to propoſe: all thoſe who 
are unable to ſolve then), are ſtruck down 
without mercy and then caſt into the ſea: this 

is the puniſhment they receive for their teme- 
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rity; and now art thou conſcious thou haſt 
wiſdom ſufficient to make thee undertake to 
anſwer me, and intrepidity enough to face 
death in all its terrors? 

Theſe laſt words, which ſeemed to reproach 
the prince with fear and irreſolution, extremely 
provoked him: *tis affronting me in the moſt 
ſenſible manner, ſaid he with an air of reſent- 
ment, to ſuſpect me capable of fear; propoſe 
thy queſtions, for I ſtand prepared to hear 
them; upon which the giant made theſe de- 
mands : 1 | 

Queſtion. I. Why has Pachacamac “ cauſed 
this Deſart Iſland to riſe out of the middle of the 
ocean, and at ſuch an immenſe diſtance from 
the continent ? 


* The Yncas not only worſhipped the fun as a viſible 
divinity, but hadlikewiſethe idea of the true God, whom 
they adored under the name of Pachacamac, which was 
compoſed of the words Pacha, which fignihes the world, 
and Camac, which fignifies the living; and thus the 
word Pachacamac was — : and which ſignifies, that 
being who is the ſoul of the univerſe, or him who is to 
the univerſe, what the ſoul is to the body. They had 


likewiſe a greater veneration' for Pachacamac than they 


expreſſed for the ſun; ſor they durſt not utter the name 


of the former, without all the marks of reverence and 
ſubmiſſion, whereas they pronounc'd the latter every 
moment. They never erected any temples to Pachaca- 
mac, nor offered ſacrifices to him; and, as they had ne- 
ver beheld him, they contented themſelves with adoring 
him from the bottom of their hearts: they regarded him 
as an unknown god. The magicians before the arrival 
of the Yncas, had very near the ſame perſuaſion, as to 
this particular, tho' they likewiſe paid their adoration to 


lions, tygers, ſerpents, &c. 
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Anſw. His intention was, doubtleſs; to de. 
ter mortals from approaching that place, by 
giving them a view of the difficulties of ar- 
riving there. 

Queſtion II. What could induce Pacha. 
camac to deter mortals from penetrating to 
this iſland ? 

Anſw. I ſuppoſe he intended to check their 
curioſity to look into futurity. 

Queſtion III. For what reaſon did Pacha- 
eamac diſcountenance this curioſity in man ? 

Anſw. Becauſe, in my judgment, he would 
not have them tormented with an anticipation 
of ſorrow, at the proſpect of thoſe calamities 
to which they might be reſerved : for it would 
be the moſt inſupportable affliction, to be ac- 
quainted with a misfortune impoſſible to be 
eluded, | RO TE r 

The giant was perfectly ſatisfied with the 
prince's anſwers, and, at the ſame, time, ap- 
plauded the ſolidity of his judgment, and the 
mtrepidity he had diſcovered. After which, 
he faid, Thou art now permitted to ſet thy foot 
on this land, and the entrance into the Deſart 
Ifland, is open to thee, without the leaſt ob- 
ſtruction. Go to the oracle for tidings of Cu- 
mac Riti ; he will acquaint thee with the place 
of her reſidence ;. but then, remember to ac- 
compliſh all that ſhall be enjoined thee, other- 
wiſe thou wilt find thyſelf expoſed to new mil- 
fortunes, much more afflictive than the former. 

F Ts *122:44: The 
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to de- The prince at theſe words, left the veſſel, 
ce, by and landed on the iſland. This ifland was of 
of ar. Mz circular form, and might contain eight 
hundred paces in circumference, In the center 

Pacha. Mot it, Pachacamac had planted a tree, unknown 
ing to I! all the reſt of the world, and the only one 
of the ſpecies. The branches perpetually. 

K their Mbloomed with leaves, and extended themſelves 
over all the iſland. This was the tree which 

Pacha. pronounced the oracles, and the guardian ge- 
nan? nus of the iſland imparted them to the prieſts, 
would Ndivines and magicians, by whom they were 
pation communicated, when they thought fit, to other 
amities Nmortals. Under all the tree, a deep ſhade 
would "25 diffuſed, and one might ſay, that the 
be ac: Nvings of eternal night were there expanded. 
e to be The prince wandered many hours, before 
* be could find the ſpot where the tree was plant 
ch the Ned; but at laſt, he beheld it the very inſtant 
ie, ap- Ile began to deſpair of the diſcovery. He. 
nd the Nclaſped his arms round the trunk, and vowed, 
which, if he recovered his beloved Cumac Riti, to 
hy foot teltify his gratitude for ſuch a bleſſing, by the 
' Deſart Neelebration of a yearly feſtival; and, in parti» 
aff ob- Neular, promiſed to ſacrifice two dogs and as 
of Cu- many ſheep, to the oracle each returning 
ie place moon. f BAG 
to ac- The moment he had finiſhed. his vows and 
other- Iprayers, he perceived the trunk of the tree was 
ww miſ- In a ſtrange agitation. The whole iſland trem- 
former. bled beneath it, and the branches claſhing a- 


The 


gainſt each other, formed a ſound that reſem- 
H 4 bled 
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bled thunder. This unex 


ed event inſpired 


the prince of Titicaca with a reverend horror; 
he ſhrunk up his ſhoulders, and firft bowed 
his head, and then his whole body; he raiſed 
his eyes to heaven, and then immediately di- 


rected them to the earth; 


after which he 


laid the palms of his hands on his right 
ſhoulder, he kiſſed the air around him, and 
roſtrated his face to the ground“; and whillt 
e continued in this poſture, he heard the ora- 


cle utter theſe words: 


« Himan! thou art now permitted to behold 
« thy wife, and are at liberty to carry her back 
& to thine own country. A happy return to 
& the ifle of Titicaca, is allotted to you both; 
« provided ye always keep the ſceptres which 
s preferve ye in your prelent ſtate of being: 
« but if, at any time, an inclination to re- 
« fume your late forms, ſhould induce ye to 
e abandon your ſceptre before your arrival in 
i the valley of Arequepa, ye will then be ſe- 
«© parated from each other, and ſhall experi- 
« ence many calamities before your re- union. 
«. Riſe" then, continued the oracle, and ſeek 


thy wife in this cavern.” 


Whilſt the oracle was ' pronouncing theſe 
words, the tree open'd, and diſcover'd the 
entrance into a deep cave, but ſufficiently il 
laminated to render it qcceſſible with eaſe. 
The prince, who beheld it as ſoon as he arolc 


All theſe were the ceremonial marks of their adoration. 
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from the ground, entered into it, and found 


an out- let from the cavern into a garden, to 


which he directed his ſteps, and, after he had 
paſſed the ſeveral alleys, he at laſt found his 
dear Cumac Riti. She was walking in that 
verdant ſcene, and held a ſceptre of ſilver in 
her hñůand. The moment the prince approached 
her, ſhe was the firſt who broke filence : Ge- 
nerous prince, ſaid ſhe, how could you poſſibly 
renounce your liberty, to come to this melan- 
choly ſolitude? My impatience to behold you, 
replied the prince, and the hopes of recon- 
ducting you to Titicaca, made me undertake 
this expedition; and I have reaſon to congra- 
tulate myſelf for the event ſince I have at 
laſt found you, and have the oracle's per- 
miſſion to return with you to my own coun- 
cry. 

hs theſe tidings Cumac Riti was tran- 
ſported with joy, and attempted to embrace her 
beloved Himan ; twice ſhe threw herſelf on his 
neck, and twice was convinced ſhe embraced 
an airy ſhade. Did the barbarous guardian 
of the Deſart Iſtand, ſaid ſhe, conſent to your 
arrival here, only to inflict the ſame puniſh- 
ment on you, to which I am doomed? No, 
replied the prince, the giant has not deluded 
me; nor was it he who effected the change you 
behold in my perſon. The Laica, to whom I 
have ſo many obligations, has transformed me 
m this manner, that I might arrive at this 
place with greater ſecurity: without her aſſiſt- 
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ance, I had ſtill continued in the iſle of Titi- 
caca, for ever deſtitude of hopes to poſſeſs 
you. After this ſhort conference, he acquainted 
her in what manner the Laica had made him 
determine to undertake the voyage to the Deſart 
Iſland, and the accommodations ſhe had pro- 
cured him. He then informed her, how he 
entered into that iſland, and was particularly 
careful to relate to her the orders he had re- 
ceived from the oracle, and the obligations 
they were both under, to keep their ſceptres 

till their arrival in the valley of Arequepa. 
As to the reſt, continued he, let us reſign 
ourſelves to the mercy of the gods; and ſince 
they permit us to return to Titicaca, let us not 
continue long in this place. 


HOUR XIV. 


After this ſhort converſation, the prince and 
princeſs paſſed from the garden into the cavern, 
and from thence. immediately aſcended to the 
Deſart Iſland. At their arrival there, they re- 
newed their adotations, and proſtrated them- 
ſelves before the oracle, with grateful acknow- 
ledgments for the diſcoveries he had vouch- 
ſafed them. When they roſe from the ground, 
they ſaw the tree was cloſed up, rendering the 
enterance into the cavern no longer viſible. 
They did not, continue in that place, but went 
to find their veſſel: but, as they were in danger 
of being bewildered in the gloom, the giant, 
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who was the guardian of the iſland, and at 
that time found himſelf ſufficiently avenged, 
came to their aſſiſtance, and conducted them 
to their veſſel. The lovers then embarked, 
and proceeded in their voyage by the alternate 
aid of the birds and rowers, as the ſea hap- 
ned to be either calm or tempeſtuous. 
They had no ſooner landed on the ſhore of 
Arequepa, but they found the guardian giant 
of the Deſart Iſland in company with the be- 
nevolent Laica. The giant received the filyer 
ſceptre from the hand of Cumac Riti, and- the 
prince delivered his golden ſceptre to the Laica 
from whom he had before received it, and at 
the ſame inſtant, the prince and princeſs were 
reſtored to their proper forms. They tenderly 
embraced each other, and the giant, as well. 
as the Laica, when. they departed, promiſed 
that no future accident ſhould ever interrupt 
the happineſs of the two lovers, who now 
returned to Titicaca. In this iſland they lived 
in perfect felicity and the - ſofteſt union, and 
became the parents of a numerous progeny. 
They paſſed a length of years in a conſtant 
freedom from all inquietudes, till at laſt, at the 
cloſe of an unblemiſhed old age, they ſunk 
gently down to the tomb, accompanied with 
the univerſal forrow and regret of all their 
ſubjects. :4 
The Ynca Yahuarhuacac liſtened to this 
hiſtory with great attention and delight, but- 
was. unwilling Acllahua ſhould be ſenſible. of 
H 6 | his 
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his ſatisfaction. I confeſs, ſaid he, the prince 
of Titicaca diſcovered ſome conſtancy of mind, 
amidſt his misfortunes; but a ſingle inſtance 
is of no great importance, and very far from 
juſtifying what you aſſerted. You had the 
preſumption to tell me, that a vaſt number of 
barbarian princes have ſupported their calami- 
ties with the utmoſt fortitude, and you mult 
therefore relate me another hiſtory at leaſt 
J muſt then judge by the particulars, whether 
you have been punctual to your promiſe or 
not; and this alone ſhall regulate my future 
proceedings towards you. | 

- Sire, replied Acllahua, I can eaſily give you 
the fatisfaction you require; and ſince you con- 
deſcend to favour me with your attention, [ 
ſhall enter upon a relation, which I am per- 
ſuaded will acquit me of my promiſe, 


The HisTORY of Prince Howv a c. 


I Muſt acquaint your majeſty, ſaid Acllahua, 
that towards the ſea-coaſts lies a valley 
called Fanaſica, or the Vale of Deſolation. 
Before the Ynca Mango Copac was fent down 
to the earth by the ſun his parent, a very pow- 
erful prince governed this valley and all the 
dominions that lie between thoſe territories and 
'Arequepa, and form an extent of near eighty 
leagues: but the particular period of time in 
which he reigned is not known. This prince 
had a Jon named Houac, who was trained up 
I in 
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in all the exerciſes ſuitable to his birth ; and 
with theſe advantages was graced by nature, 
with a very amiable perſon, which in thoſe 
times was alone ſufficient to make him paſs 
for a very accompliſhed prince. His father 
loved him with the utmoſt fondneſs, but durſt 
not indulge himſelf with the preſence of his 
ſon, becauſe the children of the greateſt lords 
in his dominions had conceived a mortal aver- 
ſion to the prince, and made frequent attempts 
on his life. 

Prince Houac was baniſhed, therefore, to 
the province of Camata, and this precaution 
preſerved the fon, tho* it proved fatal to the 
father. The inhabitants of Nanaſca, grew 


diſſatisfied at their being deprived of the heir 


to the throne, and frequently importuned the 
king to recall him, while the enemies to the 
young prince, tho* with very different views, 
added their ſolicitations to the ſame effect: 
they even proceeded farther, and one day with 
an air of authority, required their ſovereign to 
fend for his ſon, and upon his refuſal, aſſaſſi- 
nated him with the utmoſt barbarity. After 
which they raiſed to the throne a perſon elected 
out of their own body, and who perhaps was 
the moſt impious of all men who had ever 

lived. | | 
The new prince was acknowledged as ſuch, 
not only by the people of Nanafca, but thoſe 
of Attica, Veuna, Atiquipa and Guelea. He 
likewiſe employed his utmoſt endeavours - in- 
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duce the nations of the Havari and Camata to 
ſubmit themſelves to his empire, but without 
any ſucceſs. Theſe faithful people preſerved | 
their allegiance to their lawful prince, placed Wed 
the crown on his head, and promiſed to ſacri- Wot | 
fice all their lives to maintain him on the Mc | 
throne. _ 0 £ 
The diviſion was ſucceeded by a bloody Whin 
war, every place glittered with hoſtile arms; Wtern 
and after ſeveral combats that were no way Writ 
deciſive, both parties refolved to come to a Not 
general engagement, by the event of which, Mqui, 
the quarrel was to be determined. The two fou 
armies, which were compoſed of all the peo- Iferec 
ple who were in a condition to appear in a mi- Mate] 
litary capacity, aſſembled in the valley of Na- Nrigil 
naſca, and began the battle with loud accla- Nthoſe 
mations. The two competitors preſented them- Went 
ſelves where-ever the greateſt dangers were vi- Woner 
ſiblez and prince Houac, in particular, per- 
formed actions that were incredible, and in 
each place where he appeared, was altogether 
irreſiſtible: but victory, as it generally hap- 
ns in inſtances of this nature, abandoned 
the better cauſe and favoured the army that 
was moſt numerous. The forces of prince 
Houac, were inferior to thoſe of his adver- 
fary by one half. All the inhabitants of Ha- 
vari and Camata were either ſlain or wounded, 
but they choſe rather to be cut to pieces, than 
either retreat or acknowledge themſelves con- Nit 
| quered 
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quered; and the combat was not ended till they 
intirely wanted men to maintain it. 

Prince Houac was found among the wound- 
ed; but the conqueror would not permit any 


of his ſoldiers to kill him: he cauſed his wounds 
to be dreſſed, with an intention to reſerve him 


to grace his triumph; and afterwards to have 
him devoured at a great feſtival, which he de- 
termined to exhibit for the celebration of his 
victory. With this intention he conſigned him 
to the care of one of his officers named Caſ- 
qui, telling him, at the ſame time, that his life 
ſhould be reſponſible for his priſoner, if he ſuf- 
fered him to eſcape. It happened very fortu- 
nately, that this officer of the guards, to whoſe 
vigilance the prince was confined, was one of 


thoſe who ſecretly abhorred the uſurper, and he 


ent the very firit night to wait on his pri- 


loner. My lord, ſaid he, there are ſome who 
atereſt themſelves in your misfortunes, more 


han you imagine. TI was ever a faithful ſer- 
ant. to the king your father, and could not, 
yithout the utmoſt reluctance, behold the un- 
ortunate revolution of your affairs: and ſince 
am ſo happy, as to have an opportunity of 
naking ſome acknowledgment to the ſon, for 
he obligations I have received from the father, 
cannot poſſibly neglect ſo agreeable a con- 
uncture: I am come to tell you, that you are 
naſter of your liberty, fave yourſelf, whilſt the 
ght favours you with its darkneſs; fly from 
us land of barbarity, and withdraw from Fug 
(wh 
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deſtruction that awaits you. Your generoſity, MW ci. 
replied the prince, charms me more than the MW it 
offer you have made me, and I am infinitely di. 
delighted to find there is yet a perſon, to whom MW R. 
the memory of my father is precious; but! th: 
ſhould make a bad return to your exalted MW en: 

oodneſs, could 1 poſſibly conſent to fave my cac 
own life at the expence of that of my preſer- bo 
ver: I am ſenfible, that my. eſcape from dan- IW pre 
ger, will expoſe you to inevitable death, and it 
would be great injuſtice in me to ſuffer you to I val 
loſe your hite for your fidelity to me: Be not in ¶ tan! 
the leaſt uneaſineſs, ſaid the officer, at any dan · ¶ fror 
ger I may happen to incur; ] have friends capa- Il to f 


ble of protecting me: but what confequence I adv 
ſoe ver may happen to enſue, I ſhall think myſelt i whe 
compleatly happy, in having contributed to cout 
our preſervation. This, returned the prince, vilit 
is what J ablolutely refuſe to accept, and I ne- ¶ ſtrar 
ver will owe my life to the expedient you pro · ¶ then 
poſe, unleſs you will likewiſe fave yourſelf, and} of de 
Beth companion of my flight. We will ſhare of a 


the ſame dangers; and ſhould the gods be f- Afte 
vourable to us in another land, we will di-. imm 
vide their bleſſings between us; but if we an ſurve 
to be reſerved for future calamities, eachWthem 
of us will at leaft have the conſolation of be. chief 
holding a partner in his adverſity.” * - 

The officer, after forge deliberation on th they 
prince's propoſal, made him this reply; Yes factio 
Sir, I am determined to attend you in you 


flight, and as the prefent moment is very pre 
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cious, let us immediately think of our ſecurity: 
if you will be guided by my opinion, we will 
direct the courſe to the province of Hatun 
Rucana “. I have heard ſurpriſing accounts of 
the queen of that country, and let us experi- 
ence how true they be. After this diſcourſe, 
each of them armed himſelf with a lance, a 
bow and a quiver, and a ſword, and then they 
proceeded on their way, 

After a conſiderable ſpace of time, for the 
valley of Nanaſca is above ſeventy leagues dif- 
tant from Hatun Rucana, they arrrived at the 
frontiers of this province: they were ſurpriſed 
to find the avenues guarded; however, they 
advanced forwards to enquire of the guards, 
whether they might have free acceſs into that 


country. They were anſwered with much ci- 


vility, that the province was entirely free to 
ſtrangers; but for all that the guards detained 
them for ſome time, though with ſuch an air 
of deference and reſpect as created no ſuſpicion 
of any bad intentions. in ſuch a proceeding, 
After they had ſtopped our two travellers, they 
immediately diſarmed them, and attentively 
ſurveyed them from head to foot, and cauſed 
them to turn about ſeveral times; but their 
chief attention was employed on prince Houac, 
they ſtroaked his reins and legs, and the more 
they examined him, the greater was the fatif- 
faction they diſcovered. 


Hatun Rucana ſigniſies Great Rucana. Ti 
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The travellers, who were unacqainted with Nag. 
the meaning of ſuch a ſtrict examination, did | 
| | que 
not ſeem to be much ſatisfied with the ceremo- N Msg. 
ny; but, as they were the weakeſt party, they 


52/8 | pol 
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When the examiners had finiſhed their in- 
ſpection, one of the moſt aged among them *, 
looking ſtedfaſtly on prince Houac, expreſſed 
himſelf in this manner; This young man is 
exceedingly well proportioned, and has an air 
of great activity in leaping; it were to be 
wiſhed,. that the perſon who is to have the ho- 
nour of ſharing our queen's bed, may have 
ſuch an amiable appearance; we mult conduct 


bim to the palace, and if I am not much de- M61 
ceived, we have met with what we wiſhed for. Wj;. u 
Speak young hero, continued he, can you leap ory 
to any perfection? h enter 

Caſqui perceiving the prince had no inclina· Inere 
tion to anſwer that queſtion, made the reply Miim, 
himſelf. If the matter were of any impor- M W. 
tance, ſaid he, you might put us to the trial; Moyarc 
and tho? activity in leaping, is the leaſt of my ſir o. 
companion's. accompliſhmeats, his appearance aid + 


is ſufficient to convince you, that you will not 


ll 1 
be diſappointed in any expectations you may 
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cle: but may we in our turn, know why you 
queſtion us in this manner? You ſhall be ſa- 
fied immediately, replied the guard who firſt 
poke: We have a queen, who is now one and 
twenty years of age, and whoſe wiſdom is al- 
together as engaging as her beauty: ſhe is a 
virgin; and we fee very little probability of 
her marriage. According to a famous oracle, 
ſhe is to be eſpouſed by that man only wha 
ſhall» leap over a channel exceedingly. broad, 
ind ſunk ſo deep into the earth, that the bot- 
tom is unfathomable. It is diſtant a league 
from the palace, and the ſame man who ſhall 
have agility enough to ſpring from one edge of 
this channel to the other, will be capable of 
ranquiſhing a giant thirty cubits high, wha 
has for ſeveral years filled this province with 
deſolation: he ſtops all paſſengers who come in 
his way, and obliges them to relate ſome hiſ- 
tory to him, and if he happens not to think it 
entertaining, he devours the hiſtorian without 
mercy ; but ſuffers thoſe whole relations pleaſe 
lim, to paſs unmoleſted on their way. 

When the prince heard this part of the 


guard's account, he interrupted him with an 
ar of impatience. 


Conduct us immediately, 


aid he, to the palace of your queen, and we 
ill ſee how this affair will end. You ſhall 


be there in three hours, replied the guard, and 


bur orders are to conduct all ftrangers thither, 
ho ſhall approach our frontiers. They are 
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refuſe to make the attempt, or decline it thro' Mt v2” 
fear, they are permitted to depart in full li. that 
berty. Very few perſons hitherto have made N 
the eſſay; not one of them could attain the wick 
middle of the channel, and all who have en- ſc 
deavoured to leap over it, have periſhed in the they 
abyſs. After this diſcourſe, the guard ordered 7 
two of his companions to conduct the ſtrangers nſtr 
to the palace. as a 
In a few hours, the prince and Caſqui came Calc 
to a great ſquare, bounded on the right and conf 
) left-hand, with a long range of buildings, the 
wherein the queen's relations refided. In the I =: 
front a wall was raiſed, and continued from depo 
one end of the ſquare to the other; and, in the tt 
middle of the wall, a gate opened into a gar. the { 
den; equal to the ſquare in extent. In this | acc 
garden was the queen's palace, compoſed Ne! 
two great pavilions of wood, covered with n 
plates of gold and ſilver, which were diſpoſed ſhall 
with admirableſymmetry. At an equal diſtance, W** 5 


between theſe pavilions, were two {tatues of 
ſtone, eighteen cubits high; one repreſented I") | 


a man devouring a young virgin, the other * 
was the form of a woman, deſtroying a youti — 
[ 


with the ſame cruelty, and from the left fide 


of each ſtatue, towards the region of the heart, ¶ Jr 


the head of a tyger, who ſeemed to prey upon I des 
them, was extended. The guards acquainted av 
the two ſtrangers, that theſe ſtatues had been W 
erected to perpetuate the remembrance of 2 *<*© 


puniſhment inflicted on two giants, WhO de- vilior 
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voured all the children they could ſeize; and 
that at laſt, - a wiſe Laica, having transformed 
two tygers into a young man and a: virgin, 
with a command to reſume their natural form, 
as ſoon as the giants had ſwallowed them down, 
they accordingly devoured the two cannibals. 

Prince Houac thought this relation a-very 
inſtructive leſſon for himſelf, and conſidered it 
25 a good omen. To what fatality, ſaid he to 
Caſqui, are mankind allotted! Their moſt in- 
conſiderable enemies are the more formidable, 
the leſs they are regarded. Who could have 
imagined, that theſe giants, who are able to 
depopulate whole nations, ſhould be reduced 
to the inability of preſerving themſelves from 
the ſnares of a woman? Why then ſhould not 
| accompliſh, by induſtry and prudence, what 
the Laica performed by her enchantments ? I 
am only to leap croſs the channel, and this I 
ſhall infallibly do unleſs the oracle has required 
an impoſſibility. 

Caſqui ſhuddered at this diſcourſe ; - Ah 
my lord, ſaid he, have you well conſidered 
what was related to you, of thoſe who have 
hitherto engaged in this adventure? They ſunk 
down the precipice, and therefore never hazard 
fourſelf in ſo fatal an experiment; the calami- 
les of the unfortunate ought to teach the wiſe 
to avoid ſuch a fate. 

Whilſt they converſed in this manner, they 
vere introduced by the guards into the pa- 
ion on the right-hand, where the queen 

uſually 
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uſually reſided. The prince was ſurpriſed at the M gn 
magnificence and ſymmetery of the firſt apart. W yo 
ments through which he paſſed: but when he yo; 
entered the hall which the queen honoured with I vir 
her preſence, his imagination was no longer In 
filled with the ſplendor of the building; 2 un- 
more engaging view attracted all his attention, I plii 
and his eyes had then no other object but the ed! 
princeſs. She was ſeated on à throne of ſilver, Nin t 
amidſt a ſhining circle of young ladies, wha Thi 
formed her court, but were infinitely ſurpaſſed ¶ cult 
by their ſovereign, in majeſty and blooming I any 
beauty. The prince at the firſt glance, was 
perfectly charmed, and ' inflamed with love. 
Adorable queen, faid he, you ſee at your fect 
an unhappy prince, to whom misfortunes have 
long been familiar, but who now counts hi: 
ſufferings the greateſt felicity of his life; and 
fince I have the happineſs to behold you, and 
am not deſtitute of hopes to poſſeſs you, I eſteem 
myſelf the moſt fortunate of men. I have been 
informed of the oracle relating to your nup- 
tials, and the welfare of your people; and 
whatever difficulties. may attend the conditions, 
I offer my beſt endeavours to ſurmount them: 
ſo lovely a reward is a ſufficient inducement, 
even to attempt impoſſibilities; and tho' there 
ſhould be no proſpect of ſucceeding, it will be 
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always glorious to have aſpired ſo high. lion, 
The queen, who likewiſe beheld the prince ourſe 
with admiration, felt her heart warmed withalace 


tender 9 in his favour: when he had 
| finiſhed 
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d at the finiſhed his diſcourſe, Prince, ſaid ſhe, tho? 
; apart- ¶ you had not informed me of your high rank, 
hen he your language and appearance would have con- 
ed with I vinced me you were no common perſon : but, 
longer MW | mult tell you, the enterpriſe you propoſe to 
ling; 1 undertake, is extremely difficult to be accom- 
ention, ¶ pliſhed, and yet you diſcover ſuch an undaunt- 
but the WW ed mind, that T flatter myſelf you will ſucceed 
f ſilver, MW in the attempt, after ſuch numbers have failed. 
s, Who The oracle may indeed, demand a very diffi- 
irpaſſed WE cult exploit, but it certainly would not require 
ooming WW any impoſſibility : but, ſhould you prove un- 
ce, was fortunate in the trial, what other mortal can 
h love. Wever hope to prevail! I therefore conſent to 
our feet ¶ your undertaking the adventure of the chan- 
ies have nel, and leave the time to your own choice. 
ants his 

fe; and HOUR XVI. 

ou, and | 

Ieſteem Prince Houac would have teſtified his ac- 
ave beenknowledgments to the queen, for the ſenti- 
zur nup-Mnaents ſhe entertained in his favour, but that 


princeſs would not permit him: I am deſirous 
o know, ſaid ſhe, what accident conducted 
ou to my dominions; but as I imagine you 
need ſome refreſhment as well as repoſe, I 
villingly defer the ſatisfaction of my curioſity; 
you ſhall now be conducted to the next pa- 
lion, for I will not ſuffer ſuch a gueſt as 


e to be lodged any where but in my own 
palace, 
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Four of the queen's ladies, underſtanding MW o 
her intentions by a ſign ſhe gave them, im. 00 
mediately deſired the prince to follow them, M 
and then conducted him and Caſqui into the he 
pavilion that roſe on the left-hand. At their hi 
arrival there, two of theſe ladies prepared beds, ¶ ce 
whilſt the others went to order a collation for 
the ſtrangers. In an inſtant they were regaled I hir 
with a variety of exquiſite delicacies, and fruit Ca 
of every kind; after which, they were preſented faic 


with-a moſt delicious liquor, and. when they que 
had finiſhed their repaſt, he ladies left . cha 
to their repoſe. of 
The amiable qualities * the prince, hadi aro: 
made ſuch an impreſſion on the heart of the beat 


young queen, during the time of their 
ſhort conference, that ſhe could not forbearf an i; 
aſking all the ladies around her, their ſen. I] re 
timents of her gueſt. Powerful queen, faillff thro 
they, it would be the - greateſt misfortune have 
ſtould a prince, who ſeems maſter of ſo man 
charming accompliſhments, periſh in the ad 
venture he propoſes to undertake: but we hav 
reaſon to believe, the gods have made him f 
amiable, with no other intention, than to mak 
him merit the title of your ſpouſe ; and not on 
of all the number, who have aſpired to tha 
happineſs, ſeemed half ſo deſerving as ti 
prince. | 

This diſcourſe, whith was far from flatter) 
gave the queen no difpleaſure. My thought 
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overcome the apprehenſions I feel on this ac- 
count; Iam even inclined to refuſe him the 
adventure of the channel ; bur ſince the oracle 
has commanded it, and no one can offer me 
his hand, but on that condition, he muſt ne- 
ceſſarily expoſe himſelf to all the dangers. 
The prince on his part, before he compoſed 
himſelf to lumber, directed his diſcourſe to 
Caſqui in this manner; Ah, my dear friend, 
ſaid he, how lovely are the features of the 
queen of Hatun Rucana! What a profuſion of 
charms cover her whole perſon! What an air 
of majeſty! What amiable graces ſhine all 
around her! I never, till now, beheld ſo much 
beauty! How infinite are my obligations to 
you, my deareſt Caſqui for inſpiring me with 
an inclination to viſit theſe dominions ! Had 
| remained in the peaceable poſſeſſion of the 
throne of Nanaſea, my happineſs would not 
have been comparableto that I now propolcgy 
enjoy. And for my part, interrupted Ca, 
I reproach myſelf extremely for being the cauſe 
of your arrival in this province; but however, 
| fatter myſelf, that before you engage in 
this adventure, your eyes will be open to the 
dangers that threaten you, and that the melan- 


choly fate of your predeceſſors, will, as I have 
already intimated, incline you to prevent your 
own deſtruction. 
ſpent in ſuch kind of converſation; but Caſ- 
qui was not able to make the impreſſion he 


A conſiderable time. was 


elired, on the prince, 
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The next morning, as the queen was on the 
point of ſending to know if her gueſts were 
awake, a meſſenger came from the prince, to MW cc 
intreat her permiſſion for his approach to her MW or 
Preſence; and the queen having given him to MW m 
underſtand that his company would be very ac- let 
ceptable to her, the prince immediately preſent- MW loi 
ed himſelf before her. He had taken the te- vi 
freſhment of a bath, and was dreſſed in a mag. for 
nificent cincture *, covered with emeralds and 1h: 
turquoiſe ſtones, and curiouſly embroidered of 
with ſtuds of gold and filver. The ladies who zm 
were commiſſioned to attend him, had preſented W ma 
him with this habit by the order of their toverign, 
and the new graces it diffuſed over his perſon, lute 
cowpleatly charmed the queen; and, at the diſſ 
ſame time, he grew more inflamed each mo- fore 
ment he caſt his eyes on that amiable princels, 

During this interview, the queen teſtified 
to him her impatience of knowing to what. 


adventure ſhe owed the happineſs of his pre- £ 
Fence in her territories : Tis fo uncommon, and 
ſaid ſhe, to ſee princes undertake long jour- ¶ at c. 
nies, that I, intreat you to give me the ſatis-· ¶ pala 
faction I defire. N after 


Madam, replied the prince, you muſt per- ter, 
mit me to acquaint you, that ſomething of the | 
more importance lies before us at preſent; the | 


you have been ſo gracious as to leave the time elder 
* à ran 

The Indians of thoſe nations, covered their bodies {ame 
W ith a veſture of linnen, or cotton, which flowed donn net 
from the reins to the middle of the thigh ; to this habit, 
Princes added a varity of ornaments, 
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for my undertaking the adventure of the chan- 


| nel to my choice, and J only wait for your 


conſent to make the trial. I intreat. you to 
order all your court to be aſſembled, that they 
may be witneſſes of my ſucceſs or deſtruction: 
let what will be the event I ſhall not languiſh 
long in expectation of the greateſt happineſs to 
which I could poſſibly aſpire: ſhould I be fo 
fortunate as to ſucceed in my enterpriſe, I 
ſhall then have time ſufficient to inform you 
of the particulars you deſire to know; but if I 
am doomed to periſh, Caſqui will give your 
majeſty that ſatisfaction. 

Prince, replied the queen, you ſeem ſo reſo- 
lutely determined, that it would be in vain to 
diſſuade you to deter this adventure, and there- 
fore I conlent to your requeſt: at the ſame 
time ſhe ordered it to be proclaimed in the 
great ſquare, that prince Houac was ready to 
undertake the adventure of the channel. 

At theſe tidings, all. the queen's relations, 
and the elders of the people, who were then 
at court, aſſembled in the great ſquare of the 
palace, and ranged themſelves in two lines 
after which the queen placed herſelf on a lit- 
ter, ſupported by eighteen men, and. cauſed 
the prince to be ſeated at her ſide, and then 
the proceſſion began in this order; firſt, the 
elders of the people walked three and three in 
a rank; the queen's kindred followed in the 
lame order; the litter of that princeſs came 
next, attended by a great number of ladies; 
and the cavalcade was cloſed by the life-guards. 
I 2 In 
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In the ſpace of about an hour and an half, 
they arrived at the channel, which was twenty- 
one cubits wide; the prince was not in the 
leaſt diſmayed at the view; on the contrary, 
he addreſſed himſelf to the queen, with joy 
ſparkling in his eyes; Madam, ſaid he, I now 
behold the moſt amiable day of my life; how 
oreat will be my. felicity, if I ſpring to the 
other ſide of this'gulph ! My lord, replied the 
queen, could my vows contribute to your ſuc- 
ceſs, the adventure would be ſoon accom- 
pliſhed. Ah, charming queen, cried the tranſ- 
ported prince, as he deſcended from the litter, 
victory is infallible, ſince you intereſt yourſelf 
in my welfare. The queen upon this, pre- 
ſented him her boſom to kiſs ; and the prince, 
after ſo great a favour, nimbly leaped from 
the litter. 

All the ſpectators were charmed at the 
prince's amiable mein, and invoked the gods 
to be favourable to him; but whilſt each 
individual was directing his vows and ſuppli- 
cations to heaven, the prince retired fifteen 
paces from the chaſm, and then ſprung for- 
ward, with the ſwiftneſs of lightning; he 
darted thro* the air with exceeding rapidity, 
leaped croſs the channel, and appeared tri- 
umphant on the other ſide, at the very time 
they imagined him on the oppoſite edge: What 
propitious divinity, cried they, has ſent us ſo 
charming a prince, to be the deliverer of our 
nation , ; 


3 | But 


half, 
venty- 
in the 
1trary, 
th joy 
I now 
3 how 
to the 
jed the 
ur ſuc⸗ 
accom- 
tranſ- 
e litter, 
7ourſelt 
is, pre- 
prince, 


ed from 


at the 

he gods 
ſt each 
ſuppli- 

| ffteen 
ng for- 
185 he 
apidit), 
red tri- 
time 

. What 
nt us 10 
r of out 


But 


PeRUvVian TALES, 173 


But their admiration was prodigiouſly in- 
creaſed, when they beheld the prince leap over 
the channel a ſecond time, to return to the 
queen : the acclamations were then redoubled, 
and each ſpectator endeavoured to teſtify his 
joy: the queen herſelf could not moderate the 
tender ſentiments of her foul ; ſhe congratu- 
lated the prince on his ſuccels, and affectionate- 
ly folded him in her arms; after which, turning 
to the aſſembly, Let your gratitude, ſaid ſhe, 
correſpond with mine, and be equally affected 
ar the ſight of your deliverer. 

This exhortation was immediately ſucceeded 
by ſhouts of gladneſs : Long life, ſaid they, to 
the inimitable hero, who has accompliſhed the 
adventure of the channel.! May he live to de- 
ſtroy the giant, and be the happy conſort of 
our great queen ! The ſame acclamations were 
continued to the palace, to which the queen 
and prince returned, in the ſame order as be- 
fore. The remainder of the day was paſſed 
in public rejoicings, in which the grandees and 
commonalty ſhared with a grateful emulation, 

Towards the cloſe of day, the prince came 
into the queen's pavilion; Madam, ſaid he, 
as he approached. her, one condition ſtill re- 
mains to be complied with; I muſt vanquiſh 
the giant, and relieve your people from the 
ſcourge which has ſo long afflicted them. Ah, 
prince! replied the queen, you are preparing 
to expoſe yourſelf to new perils; but to my 
comfort, the moſt difficult part is already ac- 


I 3 com- 


1594 PERUVIAN TALES. 


compliſhed ; what power can reſiſt him, who 11 
has leaped croſs the channel ſo many cubirs 0 
broad? Madam, ſaid the prince, I am ex.: 5 


ceedingly delighted at the hopes you entertain: 
and to confirm you in that perſuaſion, I muſt 6 
acquaint you, that I have already formed a 1 5 


ſtratagem for the monſter's deſtruction, for! — 
am ſenſible it would be impoſſible to vanquiſh pt 
him by mere force: as ſoon as the morning bo 
appears, I will endeavour to find him without — 
delay, and in a little time you ſhall have ti- 15 
dings of his death; I only requeſt your ma- = 
jeſty to let me have two men and a litter, and * 
ſome calebaſhes, filled with ynchic candied I 5. 
with honey ?. You ſhall be ſupplied, ſaid the, 
queen, with all you deſire ; upon which he re- _ 
tired, to paſs the night in his pavilion. — 
HOUR XVII. rey 

but 


The dawn had ſcarce began to glow in the I - , 
ſky, when the prince roſe from his bed, and 
ordered the calebaſhes to be brought to him, 
filled with ynchic, with which he mixed 2 wh 
powder, he had procured the preceding night, I — 
from the queen's chief phyſician, When the ale 
mixture was compleated, he placed the cale-¶ our! 


baſhes on the litter, and ordered the two bear- 
| * WE 
- * The ynchic is a very peculiar fruit, reſembling al. plent) 
monds in flavour. When it is eaten raw it diſorders the I the 5; 
head, but if it be candied with honey it is very whole- gener 
ſome and delicate, and accounted an exquiſite food. 
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ers to follow him; after which he armed him- 
ſelf with a ſabre made of a wood as hard as 
iron“, and faſtened to his cincture a poniard 
of the fame ſubſtance. 

With this equipage the prince ſet out to find 
the giant, and had not advanced above twenty 
leagues before he diſcovered him at a diſtance, 
ſitting under a great tree; the ſight of the 
monſter filled the two bearers with horror; 
but they were animated by the prince, who aſ- 
ſured them they had nothing more to fear than 
himſelf, and that neither of them ſhould ſuſtain 
any injury; upon which they continued their 
progreſs; and, as they approached nearer, they 
beheld two men, one of whom had but one 
hand, and the other wanted both a hand and aleg; 
they were ſeated on each ſide of the giant, and 
the prince when he diſcovered them ſaid to his 
two attendants, We are come, my friends, ve- 
ry ſeaſonably, to deliver theſe unhappy men; 
but let us march on as if we intended to proceed 
farther. They had alteady advanced a few 
paces beyond the tree, when the giant with a 
dreadful voice, cried, Stay, preſumptuous 
wretches ! let me ſee what you carry on your 
litter: My lord, replied the prince, they are 
calebaſhes filled with ynchic, which the queen 
our miſtreſs ſends to one of her relations, a few 


The Indians never uſe iron, tho' it is found in great 
plenty in their mines : gold, filver, copper and lead, are 
the only metals they employ ; but their weapons, are 
generally made of the hardeſt wood, 
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leagues from hence. Is it ynchic then! cried 
the giant, by heaven I will taſte it! My lord, 
ſaid the prince, you may diſpoſe of it as you 
pleaſe : Yes, and of you too, replied the mon- 
ſter; fit down here this moment or J will fel 
you to the earth. 

When the prince and the littermen were 
ſeated, the giant ſpoke to them in this manner: 
You are now to hear the hiſtory of theſe two 
men, whom I ſeized this morning when ] role 
from ſleep; I would not permit them to be- 
gin till I had a third in my power, but now 
you are five in number, we ſhall ſee on which 
of you the lot will fall; for I deelare to you 
before hand, that he whoſe hiſtory is leaſt a- 
greeable to me ſhall die: do you who appear 
to be the oldeſt begin, ſaid he to one of the 
travellers, named Pahama, and who had been 
ſeized firſt that morning. When the giant 
had gi ven this command, he ſtretched his hand 
to the litter and ſeized two calabaſhes of yn- 
chic, which he eat whilſt Pahama related his 
hiſtory in this manner. | 


The His Tory of Pa nam A the traveller, 

| and the Laica LARO v. 

M Y lord, twenty years are now expired, 
ſince a certain canton of this province 

was in ſubjection to a famous robber, who on- 


ly ſupported himſelf by plunder, and invading 


other men : his power and barbarity rendered 
0:7 | him 
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kim the terror of the neighbouring inhabitants, 
and he lived in the country like a furious ty- 
ger, who devours all before him. One day 
he placed himſelf in ambuſcade in a little 
wood, with an hundred of his companions, and 
ſwore that for the ſpace of the firſt hour he 
would not injure any one paſſenger ; but as no 
body appeared all that time he took another 
oath, to kill every man who ſhould fall into 
his hands the ſecond hour; but it happened 
that not a mortal paſſed by during that period: 
at laſt he made a dreadful vow, to deſtro 
every man, woman and child, who ſhould tra- 
vel that way during the third hour; and un- 
fortunately for paſſengers, he had but too ma- 
ny opportunities to ſnew his punctuality to his 
promiſe. 

It happened that thirty- nine of my brothers, 
and myſelf, agreed that day to viſit one of our 
uncles who was ſick; as we were obliged to 
take our way through the wood where the am- 
buſh was formed, it was our misfortune to fall. 
inſenſibly into the ſnare. Very good! cried. 
the robber, the moment he ſaw us, we have 
not loſt our time, but ſhall have a- fine repaſt 
this day: at which he immediately attacked 
us at the head of all his people, who ſoon in- 
cloled us with their ſuperior numbers. We 
defended ourſelves to deſperation; but the com- 
bat was maintained with too much inequality, 
and after fourteen of my brothers had been 
killed and eight wounded, the remainder of 

l us 


4 
5 ISS | r n 
= 6 RE = ais 9 x” * Y AY 
LI Fi ws A 9 * 4 0 
24 = = Y JE __ _ * _ ow * i F m4 L © * * 


178 PERVUVIAN TAL ZS. 


us fell on our knees, to implore mercy from 
the conqueror: all our prayers and tears were 
uuavailing; they firſt bound and then con- 
veyed us to their habitation; the dead and 
wounded were carried on branches of trees, 
formed into the ſhape of a litter, and the reſt 
of us danced and ſung, to convince our ene. 
mies, that the fate we were reſerved to had no 
power to intimidate us. 1 was one of the 
wounded, and had loſt an arm in the combat; 
however, I ſung and danced like the reſt of my 
brothers, but I confeſs, my lord, I had no 
great inclination at that time to the gaiety! 
affected. 
MWWe were at laſt brought to a large open place, 
before the dwelling of our executioners, and 
and there they faſtened us to ſeveral trees, from 
whence we had the diſmal ſpectacle of ſeveral 
of our brothers fate. Thoſe who had been 
killed and ſome of the wounded were devoured 
raw, and others half roaſted; and as the num- 
ber was conſiderable, our enemies had food 
enough to ſatiate their barbarous hunger. Part 
of this feaſt was even diſtributed among ſeve- 
ral who had not aſſiſted at the combat, and 
the entrails, feet and heads were left to the 
meaner people among them. Myſelf, and 
thoſe of my brothers who had not been de- 
voured, were ſhut up in a cave apart from each 
other, where our tyrants nouriſhed us wich 
roots and dried fiſh, and a liquor very agrees. 
dle to the palate. * 
— | 7 * 
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was entirely ignorant how my brothers 
paſſed their time in their priſon ; for my part, 
after I had finiſhed my repaſt, I threw myſelf 
on a heap of dry graſs which was ſcattered in a 
corner, to. ſerve me for a bed; but I had ſcarce 
ſtretched myſelf upon it, when my ears were 
alarmed with a confuſed noiſe which I was un- 
able todiſtinguiſh. At this I ſat up uponmy bed, 
and liſtened with much attention: in a little 
time I grew ſenſible that I heard a plaintive 
voice under the earth, and for my better ſatiſ- 
faction laid my ear cloſe to the ground. I then 
diſtinctly heard the accents of a woman, who 
bewai led herſelf in theſe terms. Alas! how 
diſmal is it for me to be thus buried alive! O 
mighty Rimac *! can you permit a Laica, 
ever benevolent to mortals, to fall a victim in 
the flower of her age, to the vengeance of a 
barbarian ! I ſolemnly ſwear to crown any one 
who ſhall deliver me with all imagina- 


| ble bleſſings. 


Theſe complaints filled me with compaſſion ; 
but the recompence promiſed by the Laica for 
her liberty, made me deſirous of deſerving it. 
Wiſe Laica, ſaid I to the priſoner, is there any 
poſſibility of aſſiſting you, and can it be in 


In the valley of Rimac, ſtood an idol ſhaped like a 
man, who anſwered all queſtions propoſed to him, and 
therefore both the idol and the valley were called Rimac, 
which ſigniſies Him who ſpeaks. This idol was held in 
great veneration by the Yncas themſelves. In this val- 
ley the Spaniards have built the city of Lima, ſo that Ri- 
mac and Lima are the ſame. _ | 
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the power of a miſerable cripple ? Yes, my 
ſon, replied the Laica, you may eaſily deli- 
ver me; tear up the earth to the depth of two 
fingers, you will then find a copper ring, 
which you are to draw towards you. 

I obeyed the voice, and ſcratched up the 
earth as I was directed, and when I had found 
the ring, pulled it to me with all my ſtrength, 
and after a few repeated efforts raiſed it out of 
the ground. But I was ſurpriſed to ſee a cage 


of the ſame metal faſtened to this ring, and 


much more to behold in the cage a bird that 
ſpoke. You are only now to force open the 
lock, ſaid the bird, and all will be accompliſh- 
ed. As I had a knife of ſtone about me, I 
aſiley cut the copper wire that faſtened the 
lock; at which the bird ſprung out, and in 
its flight changed into a young lady, whoſe fea- 
tures the obſcurity of my priſon prevented me 
from diſtinguiſhing. How fortunate is my lot, 
ſaid I, throwing myſelf at her feet, in reſtoring 
you to liberty] I praiſe the gods for ſuffering 
me to fall into the hands of robbers, who have 
afforded me an opportunity of offering you this 


ſervice; and now if I muſt die I will die with 


ſatisfaction. | 

I am delighted at theſe, generous ſentiments, 
replied the Laica, but your diſintereſted beha- 
viour does not diſcharge me from the gratitude 
L owe you; and now, to give you the firſt in- 


ſtance of it, I reſtore your arm to you. The 


fame moment ſhe touched me, and I ſaw the 
* A. | arm 
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arm I had loſt re · united to my body. I ſhall 
treat you in ſuch a manner for the future, ſaid 
ſhe, that you ſhall not repent your generoſity 
in giving me my libetty. Hear me with at- 
tention, ſon, added the Laica; you muſt act 
in the manner I ſhall now direct: this very 
night you ſhall hear your priſon-door open, 
and let that be the ſignal for you to go and a- 
waken your brothers, and the reſt of the ca 
tives in the adjoining caves, the doors of which 
you ſhall likewiſe find open; and whilſt ſleep 
ſhall have locked up the ſenſes of your ene- 
mies, furniſh yourſelves with weapons in the 
hut that ſerves for a magazine; after which ſex 
it on fire, and when it flames utter a loud cry; 
your foes will run out at the noiſe, upon which 
you ſhall aſſault and ſlay them without ſparing 
one. When this expedition is over, direct 
your brothers to viſit their uncle, and only 
keep one of them with you. At the ſame time 
reſtore all the priſoners to liberty and then return 
back with that brother you ſhall ſelect for your 
companion, and go to the little wood where 
you were all attacked. 

Theſe orders of the Laica were too import- 
ant to be forgotten in the leaſt particular; and 
when ſhe left me, I repeated them in my me- 
mory, and meditated on them till the night 


was far advanced. At laſt, I heard a noiſe 


at the door of my priſon, and going to it found 
it wide open; at which, I concluded it was 
now time for me to execute my commiſſion. 

925 I 
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] went into all the caves, the doors of which 
were likewiſe open, and then awaked my bro- 
thers and their companions, making them at 
the ſame time, acquainted with the orders l 
had received; and there was not one who had 
the leaſt reluctance to put them in execution, 
Our number amounted to four hundred men 
of gallant reſolution, and we immediately re- 
paired to the magazine of arms; ſome took 
ſabres, other lances, javelins, hatchets and 
ſlings : we then went to the common fire, 
which was kindled in the middle of the place; 
there we lighted our torches, and threw them 
on the — of the magazine, which, as it was 
made of wood, immediately burſt into a flame: 
we then ſhouted aloud, and awakened all our 
enemies, who precipately ran towards the fire, 
but in their way, met with thoſe who were in 

a vere good diſpoſition to receive them. We 
thundered upon them, and flew them with- 
out mercy; and indeed it was a real carnage. 
Above eight hundred perſons, as well men as 
women, funk under our blows. After this 
action we viſited all the caverns and huts, and 

- an no mortal we found, Theſe viſits, and 

e laughter, employed us till the break of 
day. 
When this bloody expedition. was over, [ 
permitted all the prifoners to depart, and took 
my leave of my brothers, who went on to our 
uncle's habitation ; but I firſt cauſed them to 
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with me. The lot fell on one of the youngeſt, 
and we both took our way to the wood, where 
we arrived in a ſhort time. 


HOUR XVIIL 


I there found the Laica, whom I had re- 
leaſed from captwity ſhe was about twenty- 
four years of age, tall, and exactly ſhaped, 
and perfectly charming; I was immediately 
enamoured of her beauty, but my ſurpriſe was 
inexpreſſible, to ſee the employment in which 
ſhe was engaged. In her hand ſhe held a large 
ſcourge, with which the alternately laſhed the 
bodies of an old man and a youth, with the 
utmoſt ſeverity. They were both faſtened to 
a tree, and at every ſtroke they received, made 
the woods echo with dreadful cries; I was 
ſeized with horror at ſo {ad a ſpectacle ; Wiſe 
Laica, ſaid I, what is this you do] I am 
touched with compaſſion for the old man, and 
have no leſs pity for the youth: look on the 
condition to which you have reduced them; 
their bodies are covered with blood ! Come 
hither, my ſon, replied the Laica, and-when 
you have attended to what I have to ſay, you 
will no longer pity theſe impious wretches, but 
your ſentiments will agree with mine, when. I 
have acquainted you with the injuries they have 
offered me, and a number of other perſons. 

I am the daughter, continued ſhe, of one 


of the prophets of the great Rimac : my father 
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is called Ka-Stamfſki, and he educated me with 
the greateſt care: he inſtructed me in poely 
and incantations, and gave me a perfect know- 
ledge of plants and herbs. I never miſapplied 
my abilities to the prejudice; of any mortal; 
but, on the contrary, was induſtrious to give 
pleaſure to alhj and my greateſt ſatisfackion 
was to relieve the unfortuna tee 
One day, as I was talting a progreſs through 
the air, on the back of a condore, I met with 
this wretched” old man, travelling the ſame 
element, in à chariot drawn by ſixty neblis“. 
This infamous ſorcerer carried with him 2 
young woman, who cried ina very moving 
manner. I was touched with her affliction, 
and when I had commanded the neblis to ſtop, 
I approached, and demanded of the ravither, 
if there were not virgins enough in the world, 
and if the laws of humanity authoriſed him in 
The rape of a married woman? 
As his power was infinitely inferior to mine, 
his was conſtrained to anſwer me with a re- 
ſpectful ſubmiſſion. Potent Laica, ſaid he, do 
not deprieve me of the only enjoyment that 
can make the remainder of my days happy. 
am enamoured of this young lady and hall die 
wich deſpair, if you force her from my arms. 
Execrable ſorcerer! cried I, thou abandoned 


A bird found in Peru; they ſoar eine high, MW. + * 
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rotary of Cupay A wilt thou always delight 
in malignity ? Alas! interrupted the young 
woman, with weeping eyes, the wretch has 
ſnatched me from the arms of a beloved huſ- 
band, to whom I have been married bue four 
days! I ordered the raviſner to convey the 
bride back to her haBitation ; and he immedi- 
ately obeyed, for it was * for him to 
reſiſt me. 

Some time after, he came to my cavern 
where I reſided. Powerful Laica, ſaid the 
traitor, as he approached me, 1 am come to 
reconcile myſelf with you. I fincerely repent 
of all my crimes, and will, for the future, 
employ my miniſtration for the welfare of mor- 
tals, to as great a degree as I ever miſapplied 
It to their prejudice. I intreat you, therefore, 
to aſſiſt me with your counſels, that I may the 
eaſier diſengage myſelf from my pernicious 
habits of mind. 

I was exceedingly charmed at this diſcourſe, 
and believed his converſation to be as ſincere 
s he pretended. I applauded the — 
wretch, for the reſolution he had taken, and 
exhorted him to perſiſt in thoſe ſentiments ; 
belides this, I promiſed him my friendſhip, 
and aſſured him of my aſſiſtance to the utmoſt 
df my ability. In a word, I entertained him 


+ The Indians have ſome idea of the devil ; they ge- 


terally-call him Cupay, and when they pronounce this 
name, they ſpit on the earth as a ſign of * 


execr ation. 
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ſeveral days, and he carried on his diſſimula- 
tion with the utmoſt dexterity. Laica! my 
dear. miſtreſs !* ſaid he, when he took his leave 
of me, I am confounded at your civilities, and 
know not how to teſtify the gratitude with 
which I am affected: but I have yet one tavour 
to ſolicit, which is, that you, as an evidence 
of our reconciliation, would do me the honour 
to pals a few days at my manſion, and you 
yourſelf ſhall then bear teſtimony to the alte. 
ration of my conduct. 

I promited to viſit him the next day, and 
was punctual to my appointment. He re- 
ceived me, to all appearance, in the moſt oblig- 

manner. He me with partridges, 
turtles and fruits; and after the farſt repaſt, 

ented me with the moſt delicious cora * 
that could poſſibly be drank. I was altoge- 
ther unaccuſtomed to that liquor, and the lit- 
tle I drank, filled my head with fumes, which 
ſoon ſunk me into a deep flumber, and then 
the barbarian accompliſhed his treacherous in- 
tentions. | 
Tou muſt know, continued the Laica, that 
tho* ſuch beings as myſelf are of an exalted 
claſs, we have no manner of power, during 
our numbers; and Rimac, to demohſtrate 
that all power in this world is limitted, thought 


»A drink made by an logon of maize ; the grain 
is firſt ſteeped in water, and then reduced to powder, 
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fit to reſerve ſome moments, wherein even we 
may be puniſhed with impunity. The impi- 
ous old man was vigilant to improve the time, 
in which he perceived ſleep had taken poſſeſſion 
of all my ſenſes. He cook up a little piece 
of earth, and after he had ſpit on it, laid it on 
my head ; when he had done this, he pro- 
nounced ſome words, and changed me into a 
bird: but, not ſatisfied with this transforma- 
tion, which could only laſt till I awaked, he 
incloſed me in a cage, and on the door faſ- 
tened an enchanted lock, on which the name 
of the great Rimac was written, a name too 
tremendous for us to violate : atter all this, he 
buried me alive in the cave from whence you 
delivered me. He then forbid his ſon, who 
is the young man you there behold, to let any 
one come into the cave; for, as he had no 
power to deprive me of my voice, he was 
apprehenſive left I ſhould, prevail on ſome 
perſon to reſtore me to liberty: but all his pre- 
cautions were vain; the Keeper to whoſe care 
you was confided, had drank immoderately, 
and forgot the orders he received ; and there- 
fore, without foreſeeing the dangerous conſe- 
quence, he ſhut you up in the cavern where I 
was buried. It is needleſs to acquaint you 
with the reſt, becauſe you know the parricu- 
lars as well as myſelf. 

It ſhould ſeem then, replied 1, chat this 
wretched old man ĩs the father of my brother's 


murderer, and this young man the murderer 
himſelt. 
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himſelf. You are in the right, ſaid the Laica, 
Let them be treated, continued I, as they de- 
ſerve. I once intended to intercede for them; 
but their crimes are ſo aggravated, that they 
neither merit pardon or compaſſion. And [ 
now abandon them to all the ſeverity of your 
vengeance. Upon which the Laica turning 
her eyes on my brother and me, You ſhall both 
be ſpectators, ſaid ſhe, of the puniſhment to 
which I now will doom them. 

Alt theſe words Larou took us by the hand, 
and then ſtamped with her foot; the earth 
opened at that inſtant, and we ſunk by degrees 
into a gloomy abyſs, and were followed by the 
two wretches. At laſt we found ourlelves in 
a vaſt cavern, light enough howeyer to give us 
a view of the objects it contained. In a mo- 
ment a giant fifty cubits high preſented him- 
ſelf before us, and aſked the Laica what com- 
mands ſhe had for him to accompliſh: Deteſ- 
table creature, ſaid ſhe, is this the condition 
in which *tis thy duty to appear in my preſence? 
She ſaid no more, and the haughty figure of the 
trembling monſter ſhrunk to the form of an 
hideous, dwarf, whoſe ſtature was only two 
cubits in height. I am ſatisfied with thy ſub- 
miſſion, ſaid the Laica; take this ſcourge, and 


give theſe two wretches a hundred laſhes every 


* 


Iliuſtrious Laica, replied the dwarf, you ſhall 
be obeyed, as rigorous as the injunction, may 
appear, „Be ſilent thoij preſumptuous rech, 
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interrupted Larou, it ill becomes thee to gi 


Laica. * ; 
icy de- thy ſentiments of my commands ! At the con- 
them; eluſton of theſe words ſhe took my brother and 
at they I we by the hand a ſecond time, and we inſenſibly 
And! aſcended from the bottom of the cavern to the 
f your top, after which the earth cloſed over it. 
une We are now avenged, ſaid the Laica, on 
1 both your enemies and mine, who ſuſtain the pu- 
E niſhment due to their demerits. Let us think 
| on them no more, but rather conſider how I 
g band, ſhall reſtify my gratitude to you. This is now 
> earth n only paſſion ; but at preſent it is proper 
oe grees for us to return to my cavern; we ſhall find it 
{ by the I vore commodious than this place: let each of 
elves in Jou then place one of your hands on my 
give us ſhoulder. | 
1 We had ſcarce complied with her directions, 
1. when we found ourſelves in a large ſubterra- 
t com. N bean apartment, paved with folid ſtone as 
F * white as ſnow. A profuſion of gold and ſilver 
- Reon adorned the roof, which ſeemed to be formed 
deſencet out of one turquoiſe ſtone. The beds and ta- 
re of the bles correſponded with the ſplendour of the 
17 of an building, and were faſhioned in ſo peculiar: a 
bly two manner, that I am: certain I never beheld any 
hy ſub- thing which reſembled what then I ſaw. 1 
ge, and could not forbear acquainting my brother with 
es every my ſurpriſe 3 and he likewiſe aſſured IG 
— loſt. in admiration. 
| all arou, who heard our converſation, lam 
Sit a ay dreſſed herſelf to us in this manner; Il am ex- 
Weich. remely pleaſed that you are not diſſatisfied 


with 


In- 


190 PERU TIVAN TALES. 


with the place of my reſidence; and then di. 
recting her diſcourſe to me, My dear Pahama, 
ſaid ſhe, you are my kind preſerver, and have 
it this day in your power to be maſter of al 
you behold. I wiſh I were amiable enough 
to induce you to unite your deſtiny with mine; 
but as you, may poſſibly have devoted your 
heart to another, I have no intention to lay you 
under any conſtraint ; let me, therefore, only 
know what you would have me do for your 
ſer vice. | 

She uttered theſe words with an air ſo. tender 
and paſſionate, that I eafily comprehended her 
meaning. Charming Larou, ſaid I, it would 
be very raſh in me to grow ambitious of a ſitu- 
ation above my own. I am ſprung from no- 
thing, and am not aſhamed at my lowly con- 
dition. The utmoſt I can preſume to aſk, is 
your permiſſion to be admitted among the 
number of your ſervants; I ſhould be but too 
happy if I were permitted to be near you, and 
could enjoy the bleſſing of beholding you: 
and I am perſuaded my brother would make 
the ſame requeſt, * the leaſt heſitation, 
Were. he ſure of ſucceeding. 

Ah Pahama | interru Larou, I ſhould 
make you but an ill return, did I grant you no. 
thing more, I owe you the all I enjoy, and 
can offer you nothing elſe than my perſon, 
with every thing that depends. on my power 
and therefore 1 only defire to know, if you 
find yourſelf in a diſpoſition to offer me you! 


heart, and receiye me for our ff ouſe. 
y . : HOUR 
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then di. 
ahama, HOUR . 
d have W I was confounded at the honour ſhe tendered 
of all ¶ me, and to find myſelf incapable of making a 
enough ſuitable- return. I threw myſelf at her feet, 
mine; ¶ and attempted to embrace her knees: but in- 
d your ſtead of complying with my deſire, ſhe raiſed 
lay you Wl me from the ground and offered me her boſom 
e, only to kiſs; after which taking me by the hand, 
Ir your My dear Pahama ! ſaid ſhe, let -< exchange 
our mutual vows to each other. Ah poten 

>. tender I Laica | ſaid I, it will be impoſſible for me = 
ded her ¶ to merit a ſtate ſo happy: I am entirely yours 
t would I without reſerve, diſpoſe of me as one of you 
f a ſitu · ¶ laves. Tis your heart, replied ſhe, which 
om no- i demand. Propitious Laica! anſwered I, it is 
vly con- ¶ yours for ever, and yours alone. 
) aſk, BY Since you are ſo determined, replied the 

ong the beauteous Larou, I muſt now communicate to 
but too you a valuable accompliſhment ; upon which 
Ou, and the embraced me and atly breathing on my 
g vou: lips, made me capable of exerciſing all her 
Id make ſ power. When this ceremony was over, Every 
eſitation, Wcircumſtance is compleated, ſaid ſhe, and you 

. we now my huſband; all other formalities are 
I ſhould unneceſſary, and you ſhall, all your lite-time 
t you no. ¶ enjoy whatever J poſſeſs. I only except the 
joy, and power 1 have imparted to you, and the arm I 
perſon. reſtored you; for at my death they will both 
power ceaſe to be yours. This is a preordination im- 
V, if you poſſible to be avoided, becauſe you are not 
me youiſ deſcended from the prophets, | 
\s When 
OUR 
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When theſe ceremonials were finiſhed the I che 
Laica ſaid to me, You may now begin to ex. m 
erciſe your new power, Command the table I ber 
to be covered; for not one of us has taken any i te 
refreſhment this day. Alas! anſwered I, with 
an air of aſtoniſhment, what ſhall I com- 
mand? when I don't ſee a mortal preſent io bro 


obey my orders. f It v. 
Larou could not avoid ſmiling at my fur. M + 
priſe, and told me, I had nothing more to do the 
than to ſtamp with my foot. This 1 immedately er 
1 and at the ſame inſtant two amia-W'*<* 
le young men, and as many virgins appeared, 8 


and deſired me to acquaint them wherein they 
could be ſerviceable to me. We have occafi- ler e 


on for ſome proviſions, ſaid I; let them be 
brought immediately. The next moment a} '"-1 
variety of diſhes were ſerved up, and I eat have 
with a very good appetite. Larou did the Tou 
ſame; and my brother imitated our example LY 


perfectly well: I then called for a draught of 
cora. Ah my dear ſpouſe! cried the Laica, 
why do you deſire cora? You know what! 
have ſuffered by that fatal liquor, and I wiſh 
no more of it was to be found in all the world. 
I am of a different opinion, ſaid: I, and ar 
not only glad there is ſuch a liquor, but deter- 
mine to drink it every day; and if you have 
your reaſons for diſliking it, I have mine for 
prizing it exceedingly. It will always bring 
to my remembrance the ſource of my felicity. 


But however, continued I, let it not give 5 K. 
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the leaſt uneaſineſs ; for I ſhall uſe it with fo 
much moderation, as not to have any appre- 
henſions of its effects. I have then, replied 
the Laica, nothing more to object : upon 
which I ordered two cups of cora to be 
brought in, ne of which I preſented to my 


brother, the other I drank myſelf, and we found 


it very delicious. 

After ſupper, as our converſation turned on 
the events which had thus united us; I am not 
yet ſatisfied, ſaid my wife, with the preſent ef- 
fects of my gratitude, and am deſirous they 
ſhould even extend to your brother : I have a 


liter perfectly amiable, and am deſirous to ſee 


her eſpouſed to him. Ah madam ! replied I, 
you never told me before that I had a ſiſter- 
in-law : where does ſhe reſide? May I not 
have the pleaſure of paying her my reſpects ? 


You ſhall ſee her in a moment, ſaid Larou. 


At this, ſhe ſtamped with her foot, and im-. 


mediately four perſons, different from thoſe 
who ſerved us at table, came to receive her 
commands. Let ſome fire be brought to me, 
aid ſhez and as ſoon as the attendants had 
obeyed her, ſhe threw a little duſt into the lim 

upon which, .a ſmoke of a moſt fragrant icent 
re from the fire, and diffuſed itſelt through 


all the apartmen ; but as it gradually began 
Þ diſſipate, it gave us an opportunit, 0! be- 
holding, in the middle of the chamber, a 
ju: lady of ſixteen years of age, and exqui- 
ltely beautiful. 


Vol. I. K 
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Approach us ſiſter, ſaid Larou, and behold 
your brother-in-law. His name is Pahama; 
to him I am indebted for my liberty, and 
thought I could not better teſtify my gratitude 
to him, than by chuſing him for my conſort. 


At theſe words I aroſe, and embraced my 


ſiſter; and now, permit me, madam, ſaid I, 
to preſent my brother to you. I need no other 
motive, replied ſhe, than the near relation he 
bears to you and my ſiſter, to behold him with 
pleaſure: and then turning to Larou, My dear 
Hſter, ſaid ſhe, let me entreat you to inform 
me in what manner you loſt your liberty, and 
how you recovered it again. 

Larou immediately related the particulars 
of her transformation into a bird, and then 
acquainted her in what manner ſhe was freed 
From her confinement; nor did ſhe forget the 
puniſhments ſhe had inflicted on her enemies. 

When ſhe had finiſhed her relation, my 
brother caſt himſelf at the feet of Rucma, for 
that was the name of my fiſter-in-law ; and 
began to diſcover to her the impreſſions her 


Charms had made on his heart. But Larou, 


perceiving Rucma's face covered with an ami- 
able confuſion; Siſter, {aid ſhe, you will in- 
finitely oblige me, if you conſent to eſpouſe 
my brother-in-law, I deſtined him for yout 
huſband the moment 1 received my liberty 
From his brother; and I Believe you will not 


_ be diffatisfied with my choice. Larou, replied 


Rucma, you are ſenſible I am always con- 
| 1 I | formable 
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formable to your deſires ; and if your brother- 
in-law can promiſe to love me without e 


leaſt inconſtancy as long as he lives, I am will- 


ing to receive him for my huſband. 


My brother and Rucma, having on this 


occaſion ſaid a thouſand tender things, at 


| laſt promiſed in our preſence, eternal fidelity 


to each other. After which they were married; 
and Larou imparted her power to them both, 
by lightly breathing on their lips. 

We all lived in perfect union ſeveral years ; 


and this union was the ſource of all our happi- 


neſs: for my part, I looked upon it as the 
greateſt bleſſing the gods hadto beſtow. Larou 
inſtructed us in the rules neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved in the exerciſe of our profeſſion. I had 
ſeveral children during this period, but my 
brother had not any. 

This diſaſter happened to him accidentally. 
The firſt night of his nuptials, he committed 
a miſtake, that proved very injurious to him: 
he was extremely thirſty, and roſe to drink the 
juice of a cocoa, he had ſeen on a table in the 
evening; but inſtead of finding a real cocoa, 
he took a ſhell of that fruit, in which was a 
liquor deſtructive to generation: after which, 
he returned to bed, without perceiving the 
miſtake, though he found himſelf much 
changed from what he was before. 


In a few years my brother loſt all patience, 


and enquired of Larou the reaſon why he had 
Is this misfortune, ſaid he, to 
K 2 be 


no children. 


. 
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be imputed to me or my wife? Since you are 
ſo deſirous to know the cauſe, replied Larou, 
the impediment proceeds from yourſelf, and I 
was unwilling to mention it to you before, leſt 
I ſhould afflict you. The firſt night of your 
eſpouſals, you roſe to quench your thirft with 
the juice of a cocoa, and the liquor you then 
drank, incapacitated you from having any 
poſterity, I-was acquainted with this particu- 
lar by your wife, who, when I enquired if ſhe 
knew any thing of a liquor I had poured into 
the ſhell of a-cocoa, told me you had drank it 
that night. « 
But is there no poſſibility, replied my bro- f 
ther, of reſtoring me to my former condition? 1 
None that I have any knowledge of, ſaid the a 
Laica; and the beſt advice J can give you, is 1 d 
to comfort yourſelf under your misfortune.  Þ 
As to the reſt, continued the, the calamity is tc 


not ſo great as you may imagine; for if it de- 
prives you and your ſpouſe of the opportunity et 
of bekolding yourſelves revive in your offspring, | de 
it Iikewiſe preſerves you from many vexations in 
and inquietudes: and perhaps there is not one | ſp 
father living, Who can ſay he never once re- vc 
ceived any diſſatisfaction from his children. ten 
This diſcourſe, inſtead of calming my bro- e 

ther's uneaſineſs, rendered it more inſupport- of 
able. However, he. diſſembled the diſpleaſure 
he received from what he had heard, and we 
fell lived in a teeming harmony : but Larou 


was not deceiveꝗ; neither did the conceal from 
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me her ſecret preſage of the calamity that 


threatened us. I am extremely apprehenſive, 
would ſhe frequently ſay to me, that your bro- 


ther has ſome evil intentions againſt you. I, 


to diſſuade her from entertaining ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cion, repreſented to her, that if all ſhe had 
done for him ſhould be inſufficient to re- eſta- 


bliſh him in his right mind, yet her power 


was Capable of protecting us from his reſent- 
ment. The mott inconſiderable enemies, faid: 
ihe, are always to be feared : your brother 
conſiders me as the author of his misfortune, 
and will avenge himſelf on me, ſhould he ever 
find a favourable opportunity. Every time I 
ſee him, he looks at me with a forbidden air, 
and never ſpeaks to me without the greateſt 


diſorder: from all which, I am perſuaded 


he intends to gratify his revenge, and-I- am 

to expect ſomething fatal from him. | 
In reality, the, reflections my brother made 

on this diſagreeable condition, caſt him into a 


deep and gloomy melancholy, and ſoon after, 


into a kind of deſperation, In vain did his 
ſpouſe, as well as Larou and myſelf, endea- 
vour to divert him; nothing was capable of en- 
tertaining him, My wife offered, though in- 
effectually, to recompenſe him by a number 
of advantages, for the accident he had ſuſ- 
tained; he was attentive to nothing but deſpair : 
he grew diſguſted at our preſence, and even 
the ſight of his wife Became inſupportable to 
him: he ſeemed to be only fond of ſolitude, 
and frequently wandered fo far in woods and 


K 3 foreſts, 


—— 
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Foreſts, that we did not ſee him for ſeveral 
moons. At laſt, the malignity of his diſcon- 
tent prompted him to the blackeſt deſign the 
heart . man could poſſibly form, and chance 
preſented him with an opportunity of accom- 
pliſhing it. 


HOUR XX. 
One of the moſt delightful days laſt ſum- 


mer, my wife and I walked out of our cavern 
to enjoy the verdue of the adjoining fields; 
and, towards noon, wandered inſenſibly to the 
bank of a little-rill, half a league from our 
habitation: the air around us glowed with ex- 
ceſſive heat; but the murmuring flow of the 
ſtream, and the refreſhing ſhadows which a 
grove of lofty trees ſhed over the green turf, 
invited us-to repoſe ourſelyes in that delicious 
ſolitude: in a little time, a gentle lumber ſtole 
upon us; but, ah! how fatal did it prove to 
us both ! No ſooner did I awake, but I beheld 
my dear and lovely Larou dead by my ſide, 
and pierced by a dagger in twelve places. 
This moving ſpectacle affected me with all 
the agony of ſorrow ; but, as I caſt my eyes 
round, 'to diſcover if poſſible the murderer; 
I ſaw my brother ata diſtance, in a very pre- 
cipitate flight: the traitqr had been ſo infatu- 
ated by revenge, that he forgot to draw his 
dagper out of my wife's breaſt; I ſeized the 


weupon with a heart full of indignation, and 
| purſued 
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purſued the barbarian with all the agility I 
was able to exert; in a few moments I over- 
took him, and cried aloud, Wretch, moſt per- 
fidious and inhuman! no longer ſhalt thou 
elude the vengeance due to thy crime! At the 
ſame inſtant I raiſed my arm, and plunged 
the dagger into his boſom ; and fo effectual 
was the ſtab, that it laid him dead at my feet: 
when I had thus accompliſhed my revenge, I 
left his carcaſs a prey to the fowls of the air, 
and returned to the body of my beloved Larov : 
I waſhed the dear remains with my tears, I kiſſ- 
ed her a thouſand times; but, as I was endea- 
vouring to raiſe her on my ſhoulders, I per- 
ceived I was once more deprived of my arm: 
however, I found means to convey the preci- 
ous burden to our cavern. 

My ſiſter Rucma was neither touched with 
ſurpriſe nor horror at my melancholy tidings, 
and I interprerated this ſeeming inſen ſibility 
into a bad omen; I even ſuſpected ſhe had been 
an accomplice in the crime, and was that mo- 
ment preparing to puniſh her;; when the few” 
words ſhe uttered, entirely diſarmed my rage. 
Alas! cried ſhe, the gloomy diſpoſition imo 
which we ſaw your brother degenerated, for- 
ſome moons paſt, ought to haye preſaged this 
misfortune to us both, and I mult neceſſarily 
applaud you for the vengeance. you have taken- 
on his barbarity. Tho' this language made a 
great impreſſion on my ſoul, I was yet abun- 
dantly more convinced of her innocence, when 
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I ſhewed her the dead body of her ſiſter: ſhe 
teemed ſtruck with the agonies of death, the 
moment ſhe beheld my dear Larou, pierced 
with a number of wounds, and covered with 
flowing blood. 

The ſorrowful Rucma and myſelf, bitterly 
lamented the death of my unfortunate wife; 
we continued night and day, riveted in a 
manner to the body, and enjoyed a ſecret ſa- 
tisfaction in the tears we ſhed over it; but as 
it began to putrify in the ſpace of half a 
moon, we were obliged to deprive ourſelves 
of the conſolation of beholding it any more. 
My dear brother, ſaid Rucma, the ſtench 
grows infupportable, and may cauſe ſome dil- 
temper to ſeize us: you are a father of chil- 
dren, and ought to preſerve yourſelf for their 
ſake; and, as they are very young, my cares 
and attendance may be uſeful to them; if you 

will therefore be perſuaded by me, we will 
commit the body of Larou to the earth, for 
we have no need of her preſence to perpetu- 
ate her in our remembrance. 

I approved of Rucma's propoſal ; after 
which we dug a grave in the middle of our 
cavern, and then buried the breathleſs remains; 
and as we now no longer had that object be- 
fore our eyes, our tears began to ceaſe by de- 

ees ; and at laſt a leggth of time, which 
uſually aſſuages immoderate ſorrows, began 
to make us capable of fome conſolation, 
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The affection Rucma diſcovered for my chil- 
dren, greatly contributed to the tranquillity I 
began to feel; I was charmed to ſee her de- 
vote all her cares to their education; and the 
ſentiments of gratitude, with which her oblig- 
ing conduct inſpired me, began to ſoften into 
the tendereſt paſſion : the graces nature had 
laviſhed in the features of Rucma, made a 
ſuitable impreſſion on my heart, her beauty ap- 

ared to me. altogether irreſiſtible; and I at 
laſt determined to acquaint her, that notwith- 
ſanding all the reaſon 1 had to lament her ſiſ- 
ter's death, my life would be ever miſerable, 
unleſs ſhe would conſent to ſucceed in Larou's 

lace. 
, Rucma, who had no inducement to be: 
way. my brother, conſented to my deſires 
without any reluctance; and the very day I- 
acquainted. her with my paſſion, we vowed 
eternal fidelity to each other, and ſhe conſented 
to be my wife; ſince which we have lived in 
conſtant harmony in Larou's cavern, which 
was the only poſſeſſion ſhe left us; for both 
Rucma and myſelf were entirely diveſted of the 
power ſhe had formerly imparted to us: but 
this deprivation did not prevent us from paſſ- 
ing our days in a ſweet and pleaſing tranquil- 
lity; and I was going according to my con: 
ſtant cuſtom on the new moon, to perform 


was detained here this morning. 
Pahama having ended his relation, addreſſ: 
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ed himſelf to the giant: Theſe, my lord, ſaid 
he, are the adventures of my life, and if you 
thould not think them engaging enough to in 
duce you to reſtore me my liberty, 1 ſhall only 
intreat your permiſſion to give my laſt fare wel 
to my wife and children, and I will bind my- 
ſelf by a moſt ſolemn and inviolable oath, to 
return and ſurrender myſelf to your diſcretion, 
at the time you ſhall pleaſe to preſcribe. 

I can promiſe thee nothing as yet, replied 
the giant, for I muſt firſt hear the hiſtory of 
thy companions : Begin thine, Moracac, for 
that was the ſecond traveller's name; Moracac 
at this command related his adventures in the 
following manner. 


The Hrs Tory of the ſecond Traveller. 
M IGHT Y prince of the giants! ſaid the 


ſecond traveller, I muſt acquaint you, 
that I am very different from the perſon I ap- 
pear to be: my habit I. confeſs may make me 
pals for a man of no conſideration, and yet I 
cerive-my original by my father and mother, 
from the antient princes of Collas, whoſe an- 
ceſtor was the Grand Marſh of Titicaca. 
The calamities of the times diſpoſſeſſed our 
family of the throne, and compelled us to fix 
our reſidence in the terfitory of Pucaza : but 
though we lived a private and ſecluded life, 
we ſtill preſerved the noble temper of foul that 
comported with our extraction; we * 
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ſelves with princes, and I would ſooner die 
than marry a woman of a rank inferior to my 
own. N 


we have a claim to; the amiable accompliſh- 
ments of mind and body are hereditary to us; 
and the only infirmity for which we can be ho 
proached, is an im moderate propenſity to love, 


and this is the paſſion which has predomi | 
in all the remarkable Kin — of nr 


this indeed has plunged me into many misfor- 


tunes, and coft me the arm and leg of which 


you now ſee me deſtitute. - | 


To begin then with my firſt amours I muſt 
acquaint you, that at the age of ſeventeen 
years I became paſſionately fond of a young 


lady, named Mullhhac, and a ſiſter of the ma- 


gician Mullia. One day her brother invited 


me to dine with him, which was the firſt time 


I ever beheld her, for ſhe never quitted her ha - 
bitation; her brother would = jo, let 
her to appear till we had ended our collation 

and began to drink cora. Beſides this, he had 
the precaution to throw into my bowl a pow- - 


der, which as he told me was good to 


ſtrengthen the ſight; but he ſhould rather have 


ſaid, to infect the eyes with faſcination. 


The moment 1 ſaw Mullhhac, I felt my 
ſoul penetrated. by her charms, and this — 


occaſioned by the powder which Mullia infuſ- 
ed into the cora I drank; for in — —— the 


moſt amorous of all mortals would have been 
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diſguſted, and even ſeized with horror at the 
hideous appearance and deformity of this young 
woman; and therefore it is not to be wondered 
at, if my fondneſs for her made me the com- 
mon talk and jeſt of all our neighbourhood: 


no one could comprehend how it was poſſible 
for me to love a perſon whoſe deformity grew 


into a proverb; for when any thing very dil- 


agreeable was intended to be mentioned, the 


- uſual expreſſion was, it is as ſhocking as 


Mullhhac. 


But none ridiculed my paſſion ſo much as 


my friends: Is it allowable then, ſaid they, to 


doat on a monſter, whoſe breaſt and back ſhoot 


out in huge bunches, and whoſe head is half 


as large as her body? Can any one be inflamed 


with the glances of a pair of eyes ſo exceeding- 


——U—ꝓ— —ͤ— 


ly diminutive, that one would ſwear their ſock- 


ets had been opened with the point of a thorn ? 
Is is 


ſſible for a mouth to be alluring that is 


two ſpans wide; and are a jagged ſet of black 


teeth two inches long extremely engaging; or 
can the turn of a noſe that bends like a hook, 


be ſo fatal to the beholder ? Would not ſuch 


much better by your filgnce than the falſhoods 
you ſo liberally utter. Lou have never ſeen the 
lady you miſrepreſent; and it is ſomething ve- 
ry peculiar, that you ſhould all agree to villify 
Wes | 10 


4 


an aſſemblage of features rather inſpire the 


moſt amorous lover that ever ſighed with hor- 


ror and averſion ? 


You! would ſhew your diſcretion, ſaid I, 
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ſo amiable a creature as Mullhhac : for m 
part I have had the happineſs of beholding her, 
and know her perſon to be a profuſion of 
charms : no head was ever formed with nicer 
proportions, or roſe from the ſhoulders with 
greater delicacy : were her eyes larger they 
would be monſtrous, and a {ſmaller mouth 
would be a manifeſt imperfection. As to her 
noſe, it is rounded in the middle of her face 
like the beamy moon in the center of the ſtars. 

Some of thoſe who were preſent when I drew 
this extraordinary picture could not forbear 
ſmiling; others ſhrugged up their ſhoulders, to 
intimate how much they pitied me; and the 
reſt declared J was either infatuated, or had 
my eye- ſight impoſed upon by ſome enchant- 
ment. When I heard ſuch diſcourſe as this, 
I ſometimes loſt all patience, and grew exaſ- 
perated at my beſt friends. At other times I 
commanded my temper, and calmly delibe- 
rated on what I had heard. Is it poſſible, ſaid I, 
that I can be abuſed in ſo groſs a manner? 
No, continued 1 the next moment, I will ne- 
ver believe it, Mullhhac is ſtill freſh in my 
memory, and I have ſeen and converſed with 
her frequently, and inſtead of being a monſter, 
ſhe is a real miracle of nature; and 'tis jea- 
louſy alone which induces my friends to de- 
grade her with ſo much injuſticſe. 

Filled with this perſuaſion I determined not 
to undeceive them, or perplex myſelf for the 
future at any thing they could ſay. I conti- 


nued 
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nued my aſſiduities to my miſtreſs, and ſhe 
juſtly merited that title; for her manner of 
receiving me, and the ſoft language of her 
eyes, made me ſenſible I was not indifferent to 
her: but we both had the experience, that love 
ſometimes renders its votaries timorous and 
irreſolute; for in reality we durſt not impart 
our mutual ſentiments to each other. Tho 
we had daily interviews, it was impoſſible for us 
to pronounce theſe important words, 1 adore 
you. Our eyes were the only expoſitors of 
our hearts. But it muſt be confeſſed, the 
progreſs of a lover in ſuch circumſtances is 
very inconſiderable. 


HOUR XXI. 


J at laſt armed myſelf with reſolution, and 
one day after I had drank ſeveral bowls of cora, 
-J became wonderfully undaunted, and reſolved 
to diſcloſe my paſſion without farther heſita- 
tion. What have I to be apprehenſive of, ſaid 
I to myſelf? At the worſt I can but be rejected; 
and in that caſe J ſhall have a number of com- 
panions in my misfortune, which will be ſome 
conſolation to me. How many lovers whoſe 
firſt declarations have been diſregarded, and to 
whom the fair one has refuſed the leaſt amo- 
rous freedom with the utmoſt ſeverity, hay: 
yet by their perſeverance acquired the art to 
pleaſe? A young lady repulſes her admire! 
when he declares his paſſion, and ſhould ht 
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be inclinable to take ſome particular liberties, 
ſhe rages at his preſumption, and ſometimes 
proceeds to greater extremities; but if he 
throws himſelf at her feet ſhe then pardons an 
offence, which, had it been committed, would 
not have much diſpleaſed her; and thus at laſt 
he finds himſelf in poſſeſſion of his utmoſt wiſh, 
have one circumſtance indeed very much to 
my ſatisfaction, and that is a certainty of find- 
ing no rival in my way. The divine Mullh- 
hac has no lovers but myſelf, and is a goddeſs 
who receives no adoration becauſe ſhe is alto- 
vether unknown. 

When I had fortified myſelf with theſe re- 
flections, -I immediately viſited my miſtreſs, 
and found -her alone in a little cot, at the 
end of a meadow ; and the attitude in which 
ſhe appeared, was ſufficient to inflame inſenſi- 
bility itſelf. She had that moment roſe out 
of the bath, diveſted of all her attire. * My 
eyes had full liberty to examine the amiable 
turn of her body, and I was convinced, that 
all the charms I had till then beheld, were 
the leaſt part of her attractions: nothing could 
be more alluring than this aſſemblage of graces. 
Ah, Mullhhac! cried J, in tranſport, what a 
misfortune is it, that the charms I now ſur- 
vey, -are not-unfolded to the view of all man- 
kind! Your adorers would then be as nume- 
rous as thoſe who worſhip the great Rimac. 

Whilft 1 was indulging my paſſion in this 
language, Mullhbac threw a cincture 9 

| er 
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her waiſt, and veiled innumerable beauties; 
over which my eyes had ſo delightfully wan. 
dered. I expreſſed a diſſatisfaction at that pro- 
ceeding; What has my charmer done, ſaid [? 
and why do you conceal from me the treaſure 
I gazed on with ſo much joy? Why did you 
diſcloſe to-me, what you- now withdraw from 
my view? It is. not on your account, ſaid ſhe, 
that I have acted in this manner: decency 
obliges me to the caution I have uſed, leſt 
any one ſhould ſurpriſe us, and relate the af. 
fair to my diſad vantage; and as to the com- 
pliment you made me, I would have you per- 
ſuaded, I am not ambitious of ſo many votaries 
as adore the great Rimac: but, at the ſame 
time, I muſt acknowledge, that I ſhould not 
be diſſatisfied to find myſelf agreeable to ſome 
amiable man: but our youth, at preſent, ſeem 
to be infatuated with deformity and old age; 
for theſe alone affect their hearts with tender 
impreſſions, and though nature has perhaps 
favoured me with a perſon not inferior to tha 
of any other mortal, I have yet ſeen eighteen 
years, without being aſſured by any, one « 
Your ſex, that I appeared amiable in his eyes 
I am convinced, therefore, that I muſt wait ti 
the proper time arrives; and perhaps 1 may 
have, as well as others, a tribute of lighs paid 
to me in my old age. 

I perceive, ſaid I, you are not in a diſpoſ 
tion to reject a lover, did he preſent his addreſſ 
to you. I aſſure you, replied ſne, I wou 
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not diſregard the opportunity; but I loſe all 
patience, "when I ſee any agreeable: youth ten- 
dering his affection to a wrinkled hag, and 
laviſhing at her feet, all that incenſe of love 
I ſo. juſtly think my due. Is it poſſible for 
did you me to behold ſuch inconſiſtent practices with 
w from any moderation? 

aid ſhe, This confeſſion was pretty free and unchl. 
decency guiſed: but we pardon all things in the perſon 
ed, leit VE love; and as I was naturally fond of frank- 
the af. ] neſs in expreſſion, I was charmed with the 
ſame in my miſtreſs. I went out of the cot, 


. and aſſured her, I would ſoon afford her the 
_ ſatis faction ſhe deſired. Accordingly I re- 
the ſame turned in a few moments, and entertained her 
— with the following diſcourſe, which | had pre- 
"as Cm meditated in the interval of time I took to make 
nt. ſeeml my declaration of love. 
old age Charming maſter- piece of nature, ſaid I, the 
ch tender firſt moment I beheld you, my ſoul was capti- 
perhaps vated with your beauty ; and the more I have 
an the converſed with you, the ſtronger are the im- 
"eighteen preſſions you have made in my heart; but you 
one off never inchanted me ſo much, as when you 
1 eyes gave me your permiſſion to acquaint you with 
t wait ti my paſſion : no one of your ſex ever warmed 
os Treas a breaſt with ſuch impatient deſires, as thoſe 
x hs all with which you have this day inſpired me; and 
S P my happineſs would deſervedly be the ſubject 
of envy, would you condeſcend to accept of 
a heart, you have entirely ſubjected by your 
charms. 
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I had ſcarce finiſhed my fine ſpeech, when 
Mullhhac, in a tranſport of joy, wound her 
arms about me, and favoured me with a ten- 
der embrace, How much am I obliged to 
you, ſaid ſhe, for preſenting, me with a lover? 
Tou have raiſed me to the height of all my 
wiſhes. This confeſſion not a little embolden- 
ed me, and I was preparing, to return the kiſs 
ſhe gave me: but the moment I approached 
my lips to her mouth, Tis well, ſaid ſhe, and 
I will once in my life enjoy the pleaſure of 
treating a lover ill. Take this preſent, conti- 
nued ſhe, and at the ſame time gave me a box 
on the ear with all her might: theſe are gifts, 
{aid ſhe, not to be deſpiſed when J offer them. 

So extraordinary a careſs, threw me into 
ſome confuſion; but as this was not what ſhe de- 
fired, ſhe embraced me a ſecond time with all 
| imaginable freedom, and made it impoſible tor 
me to. continue my reſentment. We then gave 
each other mutual teſtimonies of the ſincerity 
and excels of our paſſion ;, and I knew not how 
far we might have proceeded, had not Mullia 
arrived at that inſtant. He Was a young man, 
about thirty years. of age, robult, and well 
made, but of a gigantic ſtature: he was five 
cubits high; and one of thoſe magicians, who 


never delighted in actions of benevolence to 
mankind. 
lle was convinced, by the emotions he ſaw 


in our looks, that his iter and 1 were far from 
being enemies; and therefore thought he hap 
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proper opportunity to compel me to eſpouſe 
her. However, for the preſent he concealed 
his intentions, and reſolved firſt, to be inform- 
ed by Mullhhac, upon what terms we had 
been proceeding with each other. He con- 
tented himſelf for that time, with aſſuming 
a ſerious air, and giving me to underſtand, 
that he did not expect to find his ſiſter in ſuch 
good company; however, he declared, that 
he was well perſuaded that nothing had paſ- 
{ed between us inconſiſtent with decency. This 
is not the country of the Collas, continued he, 
where young virgins are permitted to proſti- 
tute themſelves to all coomers before mar- 
rage, and where the moſt abandoned are ge- 
nerally ſooner wedded than the reſt. 

I eafily comprehended by this diſcourſe, 
that Mullia believed I had an inclination to 
eſpouſe his ſiſter, and would not conſent that 
| ſhould viſit her on any other terms: but, as 
engaging as Mullhhac appeared to me, I had 
not the leaft intention to marry a woman whoſe 
rank was ſo inferior to mine; and therefore 1 
made no reply, but immediately roſe in order 
to retire from the preſence of Mullia; in which, 
t that time, I had very little fatisfaftion. . 

I was no way deceived in my conjecture; 
for the moment I was gone, he ordered his 
liter to acquaint him with all the particulars 
that had between us. She informed 
him I had paid her a viſit, and declared 1 
paſſionately loved her; to which the — 
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that my perſon and addreſs were very agree. 
able to her. 
her if 1 had diſcovered any inclination to 
eſpouſe her; but when he heard I had not ex. 
plained myſelf on that ſubject, he appeared 
extremely diſſatisfied. It is greatly to be fear- 
ed, ſaid ſhe, that the love Moracac profeſſes 
for you, will be ſoon abated by enjoy ment; 
and therefore be ſure at his next viſit, to bring 
him to a clear explanation of his deſigns: and 
ſhould his anſwer not be agreeable to my wiſh, 
I ſhall-intereſt myſelf further in the affair, 

Il paſſed two days without ſeeing the beaute- 
-ous Mullhhac; for as I knew her brother's 
diſpoſition, I drew an ill preſage from the ſe- 
rious air with which he ſpoke to us at our lalt 


interview: but for all this, abſence added 


new impatience to my deſires, and I reſolved to 
gratify them at the expence of any event that 
might happen. With this intention I went to 
viſit her, and found her once more alone, in the 
ſame cot where I had ſeen her three days be- 
fore; and I approached her with all the tran- 
ports of a paſſionate lover. | 

Our converſation added new warmth. to our 
mutual flames, and tempted me to greater li 
berties than any in which 1 had yet indulged 
my inclinations. I even imagined. myſelf in 
poſſeſſion / of that precious moment which is the 
object of every lover's wiſh, when Mullhhac 
aſſuming another tone, ſaid to me with a com- 
manding air, Hear me, Moracac, for _ 
3£ER) Ome- 
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ſomething to impart to you; upon which ſhe 
repeated all her paſt converlation with her bro- 
ther: What you have now: heard, continued 
he, only relates to Mullia, who is intent on 
our marriage; as to my particular, Iam no 
longer in a condition to forbear loving you; 
ind if you are defirous I ſhould continue in 
that diſpoſition, and are ſincere in your profeſ- 
ſon of tenderneſs for me, I ſhall diſpoſe my- 
elf to be favourable ro all your wiſhes, 

When ſhe found 1 had no inclination to 
make a reply, Is it poſſible, ſaid ſhe, that you 
aiready love me no more! Me, I ſay, who 
adore you to diſtraction! Theſe tender expreſſi- 
ons were accompanied with tears, and I could 
nt behold them flowing down thoſe lovely 
cheeks without joining with her in her afflicti- 
m. I wept in my turn notwithſtanding all 
my endeavours to the contrary : we continued 
bme moments in this condition, without the 
power of uttering a word; and it was ſhe who 
laſt broke the moving ſilence. No, ſaid ſhe, 
olding her arms round my neck, though I 
hould be ſo unhappy as to be the object of 
jour averſion, I will never ceaſe to love you 
whilſt J live, | | 

I was confounded at what ſhe had told me, 
ad eſpecially the threats of Mullia, and was 
n no condition to make her any reply; I could 
mly acquaint her by my tears and languiſhing 
books, that I was far from being, inlenſible of 
tr tenderneſs : but her new careſſes reſtored; 

me 
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me the faculty of ſpeech. Charming Mullh. 1 1 
hac, ſaid I, I flatter myſelf you are perſuaded had 
of the ſincerity of my paſſion, as I am equally iſ ban 
convinced of your reciprocal love for me: com- am 
mand me whatever you pleaſe, and I ſhall obey} [p9! 
you with a perfect reſignation to your deſires, he 
Place me in the number of your ſlaves, and you Are 
ſhall find T will heſitate at nothing to oblige ent 
you; but do not require me to renounce the ad- £2 < 
vantage I derive from my birth, ſince it is the mad 
only circumſtance that may one day recal me 


to the throne of my fathers. * 
abi 
HOUR XXII. ond 

egi 


At theſe words I claſped Mullhhac in my br a 
arms, and at the ſame moment the bed on which thy 


we were ſeated ſunk down into the earth, andfſ have 
we at the ſame time deſcended with great rapi- _ | 
ave 


dity into a dungeon, that was only illumi- 
nated by a ſingle lamp. The firſt object pre. bear 
ſented to our view was the formidable Mullia: N leaf 
he held a large ſcourge in his hand, and ven-Y*8"cc 
geance gloomed on his brow, *Tis well, fail" | 
he, with a dreadful voice, and ſhall we now crime 
celebrate the eſpouſals? . 

As we made him no reply, I perceive, ſaidſ"*, 0 
he, you treat me with contempt; but 1 ſwear, 
that whoſoever of you wo fhall refuſe to vow 
fideiity to the other, the ſame ſhall this 
moment be ſenſible what this arm can ac- 


compliſh. | mand 
1 2 | Mulliay 


Mullh- 
-ſuaded 


equally 
com- 


11 obey 
deſires. 
ind you 

oblige 
the ad- 
© is the 
ecal me 


e in my 
n which 
th, and 
at rapl- 
illumi— 
ect pre: 
Mullia: 
nd ven- 
ell, fail 
We nov 


ive, ſaid 


] ſwear, 
to vo 


all this 


can ac: 


Mull 


Peruvian TALES. 215 
Mullia then demanded of his ſiſter, if ſhe 


had an inclination to receive me for he huſ-. 


band; to which ſhe immediately anſwered, I 
am ſincerly defirous he ſhould this day be my 
ſpouſe z and if he will promiſe conſtancy to me, 
he ſhall have the ſame aſſurance on my part. 
Are you then, ſaid he, with his eyes fixed up- 
on me, in the ſame diſpoſition ? I was willing 
to excuſe myſelf, by repeating the promiſe I 
made to my father, to eſpouſe one of my ſiſ- 
ters. I will hear no more, interrupted he: 
at which he immediately ſtripped me of the 
habit | wore; he then bound me to a huge 
ſtone, and raiſing his ſcourge aloft, Before I 
begin to chaſtiſe thee as thou deſerveſt, ſaid he, 
for abuſing my ſiſter, inform me once more of 
thy intentions with reſpect to the marriage I 
have propoſed. I have not abuſed thy litter, 
faid I ; ſhe appeared lovely in my eyes, and I 
have acquainted her with the fond affection I 
bear her; perhaps too I have not been diſ- 
pleaſing to her; our interviews have been 
agreeable to us both; but we never tranſgreſſed 
the limits of decency: where is then my 
crime? | 

Theſe are the agreeable interviews, replied 
he, of which I complain ; and I now intend to 
puniſh thee for repeating them. You may act 
as you pleaſe, ſaid I; you are maſter of my 
perſon, but have no power over my mind, and 
lam incapable of conforming to your com- 
mands, Tis too much, replied Mullia ; N= 

thou 
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thou intendeſt to inſult me to my face: but 
Iwill be avenged on thy preſumption. At 
theſe words he gave me fiſty laſhes round the 
arms, and I made the dungeon echo with my 
diſmal cries; but was on the point of loſing 
my reaſon, when I heard his ſiſter laughing 
aloud all the time. The artful Mullhhac uſed 
that expedient, to perſuade her brother ſhe no 
9 10 loved me, ſince I had refuſed to eſpouſe 
Ir, % A 
When this piece of diſcipline was over, 
Mullia aſked me, whether the treatment I re- 
ceived, had not cauſed ſome alteration in my 
mind. It has made a pretty ſtrong impreſſion 
on my body, faid I, as you may ſee by the 
blood that flows all over me; but my mind 
is {till impaſſive, and I am always the ſame. 
This language, which I uttered with great 
reſolution, convinced Mullia that he was no 
longer to expect any change in my diſpoſition. 
Fhis young man, ſaid he, is extremely obſti- 
nate, but he is not acquitted by having only 
felt the force of my arm: and then turning to 
me, It ſhall-never be ſaid, continued he, that 
thou canſt boaſt to have refuſed thy hand to 
my ſiſter, and diſobeyed me with impunity. 
Thou deſerveſt to ſuffer the crueleſt death 1 
can inflict; but Iwill content myſelf with de- 
priving thee of ſpeech, and changing thee intoa 
bird, or ſome four- footed animal: chooſe then 
immediately one of theſe transformations. 
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It was to no purpoſe for me to implore Mul- 
lia's pardon, for he was not only exaſperated 
to the higheſt degree, but was likewiſe na- 
turally inclined to malignant actions: ſo that 
it was impoſſible for me to ſoften his inhuma- 
nity. Since you are then determined, ſaid I, 
to make me ſenſible of all the weight of your 
reſentment, I ſubmit to your barbarous com- 
mands; let me be changed into a bird: What 
kind of bird, replied Mullia? Into a hum- 
ming bird “, replied 1, for as J always delighted 
in muſic, perhaps my ſongs may ſolace my 
affliction, at leaſt I ſhall:have:the conſolation 
of pleaſing mank ind, and not being injurious 
or inſignificant in the worlde . 
Mullia made me no reply, but immediately 
unbound me, and violently ſeized the hair of 
my head; after which he ſprung up with me 
through the vault of the cavern, that ſtill con · 
tinued open at the top. We traverſed an im- 
menſe ſpace of air in a few. moments, and at laſt 
deſcended on the land of Xauxa, Which I was 
then altogether unacquainted with. We were 


in the midſt of a thick wood; and Mullia tak- 


ing out of a little bag the ſhell of a cocoa full 
of a ſmall black grain, ground a few of theſe 
between his fingers, and then rubbing my 
forehead with the powder, he pronounced ſe- 
veral words which could not comprehend: and 
when all this ceremony was compleated he ſaid 


* The humming bird is not bigger than a large fly; 
has little ſhining wings, and its notes are exceedingly 
ſtrong and melodious, « 
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to me, Quit now the form of a man and aſ- 
ſume the ſhape of a humming bird. The mo- 
ment he had uttered theſe words he diſappeared, 
and I remained alone changed into the little 
animal he mentioned. 
I found my condition, at that time, exactly 
agreeable to the idea I had entertained of it be- 
fore my transformation; for the loſs of my 
natural form made no change in my inclina- 
tions. The moment I began to ſing I was re- 
ally delighted with my voice; my ears were 
charmed wich the melody of the notes I utter- 
ed; and as I was-conſcious of my abilities, I 
exerted them with my utmoſt vigour. 

I paſſed ſome days in this agreeable amuſe- 
ment, but at laſt began to be diſſatisfied that 
I had none to ſing to but myſelf ; 1 grew diſ- 
guſted with the ſolitude in which I reſided, and 
became impatient ſor the company of mankind : 
in ſine, I diſcontinued my finging and took a 
ſurvey all around me, to diſcover ſome habit- 
able country; I fled from place to place for the 
ſpace of a moon; and at the end ot that peri- 
od imagined I heard a ſound that reſembled a 
human voice. Upon this I ſtopped in the 
midſt of my career, to get a right information 
of what I had heard, and was preſently ſenſi- 
ble I had not been deceived in my conjecture, 


for I perfectly diſtinguiſhed the accents of ſeve- 


ral men who-were conveiſing together. 

I muſt have a ſight of theſe people, ſaid I 
to myſelf, and then immediately flew to the 
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place where the vaice ſeemed to be uttered ; 
I hopped from tree to tree, and from ſpray to 
ſpray, till I had fixed myſelf in a ſituation 
where 1 could diſtinguiſh the objects I had a 
curioſity to diſcover : I then ſaw three men ea- 
Joying the cool breeze on the edge of a ſprii:;;, 
whole ſtreams were exceedingly clear, and 
flowed into a ſtone baſon at a little diſtance from 
the ſource; and from that baſon, which was 
always full, they were diffuſed thro* the coun- 
try in a winding rivulet, which together with 
the blooming fields and meadows, formed one 
of the moſt delightful 4-97 that could 
poſſibly be ſeen. 

The beauty of this verdant place was ſuffi- 
cient to recompenſe me for the fatigues ] ſuſ- 
tained before J arrived there; but it became 
ſtill more engaging when I beheld the three 
men, and diſcovered by their converſation that 
the neighbouring parts were inhabited. - Not- 
withſtanding the change 1 had lately under- 
gone in the form of my body, I ſtil] conſider- 
ed myſelf as having a much nearer relation to 
the ſpecies of mankind, than to that of birds; 

I liſtened very attentively to the converſation 
of theſe men who ſat by the ſpring; but as it 
did not appear very important I began to ſing, 
and the aſtoniſnment they diſcovered when 
they heard my notes, convinced me that birds 
of my claſs were not common in that country; 
and indeed they kept a profound ſilence all the 
time 1 entertained _ with my melody, which 

| 2 ] 
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laſted near two hours; I never till now heard 
fo much harmony, ſaid one of the men; I am 
enchanted, replied another, with that de- 
lightful pipe; the third declared he was equally 
ſtruck with admiration, and all of them di- 
rected their eyes to the top of the tree to diſco- 
ver what figure I made, but it was impoſlible 
for them to ſee me; I was ſo ſmall and at ſuch 
a conſiderable diſtance from them, that I was 
entirely inviſible to them; beſides which, the 
leaſt branch and leaf were ſufficient to conceal 
me from their obſervation, 

As it began to grow late, my three auditors 
at laſt retired ; but the pleaſure they had en- 
joyed induced them to return the next day, 
and I regaled them with the ſame entertain- 
ment. In ſhort, they re · viſited the ſpring ma- 
ny days ſucceſſively, and brought ſeveral other 

ſons with them to ſhare the amuſement. 


I daily ſaw new faces at the fountain; and 


one morning in particular, ſix young ladies, 
exquiſitely beautiful graced that ſolitude with 
their preſence; but one of theſe amiable viſi- 
_ rants greatly ſurpaſſed the reſt in the majeſty 
and graces of her perſon. The moment be- 
held them ſeated on the ſoft turf that ſurround- 
ed the ſpring, I began to entertain them with 
my ſtrains, which I continued for the ſpace of 
two hours, and by the attention with which 
they favoured me, 1 imagined the amuſement 
was not diſagreeable to them. For my own 
part, I enjoyed a ſecret fatisfattion in my 8 
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lity to divert ſuch a lovely audience; and my 
intention was to entertain them with a ſecond 
regale, as ſoon as I had a little recovered my 
breath. 

But I was not ſo expeditious as I deſigned, 
for the ladies, when I had diſcontinued my 
tong, ſaid to one another, let us not begone 
from this place as yet, perhaps the bird i may 
entertain us with more of his harmony; and, - 
in the mean time, it would be proper to im- 


prove the preſent opportunity; ſince none but 


we are here, let us therefore bathe ourſelves - 
in this baſon. 


The propoſal being approved by all the 


company, they caſt lots who ſhould be their 


centinel, whilſt the reft were bathing.. The 
lady, to whom this province fell, retired to 
a little diſtance, that ſhe might give her com · 
panions —_ information in caſe any ſtranger 
ſhould The other five immediately 
undreſſed Nen and preſented to my 
view the moſt finiſhed and amiable foriiis na- 
ture had ever created. Four of them, how- 
ever, only raiſed my admiration: but the fifth, 
whoſe name was Caſana“, and was the lady 
who ſeemed to me ſo much ſuperior to the reſt 
in the attractions of her perſon, commanded 
all my attention; and by the tender ſemiments 


This name fignifies an object that makes the ſpec · 
tator faint, and was given to the lady, to intimate the * 
impreſſion her eyes made on the n of all who rere a 
her 
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with which her charms affected my heart, 
made me ſufficiently ſenſible that I was ſtill in 
a condition to love an amiable perſon, 


HOUR XXIII. 


The charms of this beauteous virgin, and 
the imporency of my own deſires, engaged all 
my meditations for a conſiderable time ; nor 
was I diverted from thoſe attentions, till [ 
heard Caſana ſay to her companions, that the 
bathing of that day would be the moſt delight- 
ful they ever enjoyed, if I would but ſing whilſt 
they continued in the water, I needed no other 
motive to afford her the ſatisfaction ſhe deſired. 
J raiſed my voice, and varied it through all 
its modulations, whilſt ſhe and her fair com- 
panions were ſporting in the limpid ſtream, 

When they had L the bath, Caſana 
reſumed the converſation, and told her com- 
panions her ſatisfaction would be compleat, if 
the. had but a view of the bird, whoſe voice 
had fo enchanted her. The moment I krew 
her inclinations, I flew from the top of the 
tree, and pearched on one of her ſnowy hands. 

The features of her face were irreſiſtibly charm- 
ing, and the delicate turn of her ſhape too ex- 
quiſite to be repreſented in deſcription ; I be- 
held her with eyes ſparkli g with love's ſofteſt 
beams, and endeavoured) by fluttering my 
wings, and a variety of other motions, to 
make her ſenſible of the impreſſions I derived 
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from her beauty; and that I might the better 
ſeem to pay homage to her charms, I began 
to tune my voice anew, 

My officious careſſes were as ſurpriſing to 
Caſana, as the minuteneſs of my form; and 
ſhe was unable to comprehend, how a bird, ſo 
tame and gentle, could poſſibly be found in 
the wild receſſes of a wood: ſhe thought it a 
kind of prodigy, that a creature, who was al- 
molt imperceptible, ſhould exert fo ſtrong and 
ſprightly ſounds ; and ſhe could not forbear 
intimating her aſtoniſhment to her companions, 
who, for | ſome time, were incapable of mak- 
ing her any reply. This bird, ſaid one at laft, 
muſt certainly belong to ſome divinity ; let us 
be careful not to injure him, or even leave him 
any longer in the wood, where he may be pre- 
judiced by ſome accident that undoubtedly 
will be imputed to us. Negligence and incon- 
ſideration are puniſhed by the gods as crimes z 
but if we tenderly cheriſh the bird in reverence 
to them, we ſhall be rewarded with their blei- 
ſings, for they never fail to repay the ſervice 
rendered them by mortals. 

It was ſome time before Caſana made any 
reply, and, in that interval, ſhe prefented me 


with a ſmall quantity of capia, which in that 


country is very excellent, and. I eat it with a 
good appetite : ſhe then dipped her finger in 
the ſpring, and offered me a drop of water, 
which | likewiſe drank, As amiavle, ſaid ſhe, 
as I think this bird, I cannot prevail on my- 
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ſelf to take him out of the wood; for, ſhould 
he belong to any deity, I ſhall make myſelf 
criminal in depriving him of his liberty. 

In conſequence of this perſuaſion, Caſana, 
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when ſhe roſe from the green bank to return 
home, firſt gently kiſſed, and then placed me 
on the branch of a tree; but the moment ſhe 
left me, I flew to her again, and ſettled on her 
delicious boſom. This extraordinary circum- 
Rance even chilled the blood in her veins; but 


as the impreſſion ſhe felt, proceeded more 


from admiration than fear, ſhe was convinced, 


the moment I began to repeat my little careſſes, 


that I had no intention to forſake her. Since 
he willingly ſurrenders himſelf to me, ſaid ſhe, 
Iwill carry him home, and carefully tend him; 
but he ſhall” ſtill enjoy his liberty, and fly 
where he pleaſes. 

At the concluſion of this diſcourſe, ſhe re- 
turned to her father's habitation: he was not 
only one of the principal officers of the court, 
but had the honour to be related to the king, 


and his name was Rullaac. Soon after Caſana's. 


arrival, it was reported ſhe had the bird, 
whoſe ſurpriſing melody had for ſome days 
paſt,” raiſed the curioſity of all ſorts of people, 
and cauſed a general admiration. 


me at the ſpring, were ithp 


form, and became exccedingly aſtoniſhed when 
ey ſaw me. 


The houſe 


of Rullaac was thronged with perpetual crowds. 
on this occaſion; and all thoſe who had heard 
atient to view my 
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The king of Xauxa being informed of the 
adventure, had the ſame curioſity as his ſub- 
jects, and gave orders for me to be brought 
into his preſence; upon which Caſana carried 
me to the palace, and preſented me to his ma- 


jeſty. I lay conſtantly on the boſom of that 
beauteous virgin, and had infinitely more de- 
light in that fituation, than I could poſſibly 


have enjoyed on the chrone of my anceſtors. 
But the king's curiofity proved fatal to me; 


for as he was very aged, and had his ſight 


greatly impaired, he took me between his 
to ſurvey me with more attention. 
But as he turned me about, with leſs caution 
than was conſiſtent with the delicacy of my 


fingers, 


tex ture, he tore offone of my legs. Caſana 
Was immediately ſenſible of my misfortunes by 
my cries. - The tears flowed from her charm- 


ing eyes, and it was impoſſible for her to com- 


mand her affliction. She made no ſcruple to 


confeſs the pain this accident had created her. 


and after ſhe had intreated the prince to return 
me into her hands, ſhe re- placed me on her 


breaſt, where I ſoon forgot the greateſt part of 


my torment. : 
As: ſhe was preparing to withdraw, her fa- 
ther, who had never teen me nor heard my 
voice, came into the king's apartment. bye 
was ſurpriſed. to find his- daughter there, and- 
much more to ſee me on her boſom. Ile 
broke out in a violent rage, and cried, Who 
is —_— ſtranger you are ſo fond of, and where 
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did you find him? It appears, by the manner 
in which you treat him, that you are upon 
very good terms together. I fear you have 
diſpoſed of your per ſon in his favour, withour 
either mine or your mother's approbation. 
Caſana was ſo touched with theſe reproaches, 
that ſhe trembled in every limb. My lord and 
father, ſaid ſhe, in the greateſt emotion, I 
went this morning with five of my liſters to 
the fountain, and heard this little bird fing : 
when he had ended his harmony I was defi- 
rous of beholding his form; and at the ſame 
inſtant he flew to me and ſettled on my hand. 
His tractable and gentle behaviour charmed 
me; I then fed him and gave him water to 
drink : but one of my ſiſters happening to ſay, 
that he certainly belonged to ſome divinity, I 
thought it criminal to deprive him of liberty; 
and therefore placed him on a branch, and 
repared to return home. But I had ſcarce 
proceeded two ſteps before the bird flew to me 
a ſecond time, and reſted upon me with fo 
much ſatisfaction, as made me judge he in- 
tended to make me a preſent of himſelf; and l 
was afraid to drive him away, leſt I ſhould 
offend the deity to whom he may belong. 
Caſana when ſhe had finiſhed her diſcourſe, 
removed me from her boſom, and her face 
was covered with thoſe = bluſhes, that are 
the natural indications of modeſt purity. Such 


an artleſs evidence might have convinced Rul- 
lnac of his daughter s innocence; inſtead of 
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which his anger grew more intemperate, and 
he raiſed his hand with an intention either to 
ſtrike her or cruſh me with the blow ; but 
very fortunately for me the king, whoſe diſ- 
poſition was naturally mild and compaſſionate, 
prevented the ſtroke, and blamed Rullaac ex- 
ceedingly for his inconſiderate rage. How ! 
ſaid he, are you unable then to contain your- 
ſelf in my preſence ? and have you loft all your 
reaſon ? How ridiculous are you, to miſtake 
the leaſt bird that ever was ſeen for a man ? 

My lord, replied the father of Caſana, you 
ſhall be convinced that my reſentment is not 
unreaſonable, and that I don't act without a juſt 
deſign. The bird your majeſty now beholds, 
is a young man, deſcended from the antient 
kings of Colla; and he has been changed in- 
to this form by the magician Mullia, whoſe 
ſiſter he refuſed to eſpouſe. Since, therefore, 
Jam fo well acquainted with this pretended . 
bird, can I with any patience fee him lodged 
on my daughter's breaſt?- 5 

The king ſeemed greatly aſtoniſhed at what 
he heard: What proof, ſaid he, can you give 
me that your relation is true? Sire, replied 
Rullaac, though magic is far from being my 
uſual profeſſion, yet in my youthful days I was 


a conſiderable proficient in that ſcience; I 


could make the earth tremble from-its foun- 
dations, and cauſe the rivers to overflow their 
banks: 1 could remove mountains from one 
region to another, * = power to transform 
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a man into the ſhape of an animal, and make 
an animal aſſume the form of a man: but 
theſe abilities, which indeed are uſeful, when 
employed for the welfare of mankind, or to 
invalidate the malice of the generality of ma- 
gicians who delight in the diſorders of nature; 


theſe abilities, I ſay, are very dangerous, when 


they are employed to torment and perſecute the 
children of men. 
I perceive by your diſcourſe, replied the 


king, that you can reſtore this young man to 


his primitive form. Yes, my lord, ſaid Rul- 


laac, I have that power; and if it be agreeable 
to your majeſty's inclinations, I will compel 


the magician, Mullia to appear immediately be- 
fore you, and will order him to break the en- 


chantment in your preſence; his power is much 
more limited than mine, and he muſt neceſſa- 


rily obey my commands ;- ſhould he dare to heſi- 


tate, I ſhould have recourſe to compulſion, and 


have that confidence in the virtue of my arms, 
that I may venture to promiſe myſelf a com- 
pleat victory. But I am apt to believe he will 


not be preſumptuous enough 0 contend with 


| wn e + 
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Rullaac, at the concluſion of this diſcourſe, 


immediately went to his. own-habitation, and 
in a few moments after appeared in the palace, 
arrayed in his enchanted armour; and cauſed 
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the king to be acquainted, that if he deſired to- 
be a ſpectator of what was then to be tranſ- 
acted, he might fafely adjourn with all his offi- 
cers to the great ſquare of the palace. 

When the aſſembly had ranged. themſelves- 
round the ſquare, Rullaac placed himſelf in the 
center, and drew a large circle with the point 
of. his lance; and after ſeveral invocations, 
ſtamped on the earth with his ſoot and made it 
tremble all around him. The ſpectators were 
afraid, left the convulſive motion ſhould ſhake. 
all the palace into ruins on their heads: a 
chilling tremour ran through every heart, and 
increaſed to a prodigous degree, when a black: 
vapour was ſeen. to riſe out of the earth, and 
ſhroud Rullaac from the view of the aſſembly; 
they all concluded him to be loſt : his friends 
were in the greateſt agonies, and his daughter 
Caſana made. the air reſound- with her cries, 
and ſeemed reſigned to deſpair: but amidit all 
theſe apprehenſions the vapour diſſipated in an 
inſtant, and diſcloſed the magician Mullia in 

a ſuppliant poſture at the feet of Rullaac. 
Thais ſpectacle, by degres, re- animated the 
minds of the ſpectators; Great gods}. cried 
they, grant. that Rallaac may be triumphant : 
and the ſame moment they heard Mullia aſx, 
why he was ſent for to that place. Thou art 
commanded hither, ſaid Rullaac, that thou 
mayeſt reſtore Moracac immediately to his na- 
tural form, and to take a ſolemn oath, never 
to injure him, for the future; and if thou re- 
; | fuſeſt. 
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fuſeſt to obey me, prepare to experience the 
force of my arms. 

He pronounced theſe words with a mena- 
cing tone, and the fire flaſhed from his eyes. 
Mullia, on the other hand, replied with a 
ſubmiſſive air. O potent Rullaac ! I have 
always acknowledged thee my ſuperior, and 
am ready to obey whatever thou ſhalt enjoin 
me. I only demand thy obedience in two in- 
ſtances, ſaid Rullaac ; and when thou haſt ac- 
compliſhed them, thou ſhalt have full liberty 
to depart. 

Thou ſhalt have immediate ſatisfaction, 

lied Mullia; and, at the ſame time, he de- 
ſired that the little bird might be brought to 
him, and Caſana herſelf delivered it into his 
hands: after which he took a ſmall piece of 
earth, and rubbed it on my head; ſaying to 
me, at the ſame time, I command thee to 
„ reſume that form of a man, in which thou 
« didft appear before this transformation.“ 
The moment he finiſhed theſe words, I was 
reſtored ro my natural ſhape, in every particu- 
lar, except my leg which the king had broken, 
fo that I ſtill continued lame: and Mullia 
having promiſed never to moleſt me thereafter, 
Rullaac told him, he was at liberty to depart; 
upon which, he diſappeared in the ſame man- 
ner he came, that is to ſay, a new vapour 
roſe from the earth, and when it diſperſed, 
. Rullaac alone appeared in the circle. 1 
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The ſatisfaction which the king expreſſed at 


my transformation, was counterbalanced by 
his concern to find himſelf the cauſe of m 
lameneſs; Canſt thou not, ſaid he to Rullaac, 
do ſomething more for this ſtranger ? I would 
willingly part with one of my limbs, toreſtore 
him, his own, of which I have unhappily de- 
prived him. My lord, replied Rullaac, your 
goodneſs ſhall not coſt you lo dear; order only 
{ome water to be brought me: they immedi- 
ately preſented ſome to him ina. calebaſh, 
into which he dipped his hand, and ſprinkled 
a few drops on my thigh, ſaying, at the ſame 
time, + Young man, if thou haſt loſt thy 
leg by an accident, be it reſtored to thee in 
the manner thou didſt enjoy it formerly.“ 
The moment he finiſhed thoſe words, my 
leg was re · united to my thigh, and I walked 
as ſteadily and upright as ever. 

Theſe were the ceremonies employed to re- 
ſtore me to my primitive form: but, alas! 
had been infinitely more happy had I remain- 
ed all my life-time in the ſhape of a bird. 
Bur it is to no purpole now, to make reflections 
of this nature! 

When 1. had rendered my acknowledgments 
to the king and Rullaac, tor their goodnels to 
me, I deſired permiſſion to teltiiv to Caſana, 
my ſenſe of the obligation I had received from 
her, as ſhe was the firſt cauſe of my good for- 
tune. This permiſſion was-granted me, and 
I threw my ſelf at the feet of that amiabie lady. 

| 5 | I 
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Feſteem it, ſaid I, the happieſt circumſtance 
of my preſent condition, that I owe all I now 
enjoy, to the molt lovely perſon in the world; 
and my felicity, adorable Caſana, would be 
compleat, had you now the fame diſpoſition 
to love me, as you diſcovered when I was only 


237 


a little bird. I ſhall never forget the innocent 
cCareſſes, with which you favoured: me in that 

happy ſtate. en JON e eee 
I I was going to proceed in the ſame tone, 
when the princeſs who had now ſeveral points 
of decency to obſerve, appeared in the ſofteſt 
confuſion, and with down. caſt eyes, made 
me this reply; I am perſuaded, my lord, - ſaid 
ſhe, your gratitude may now make thoſe tranſ- 
ports pardonable, which, on any other occa- 
lion, would be juſtly diſpleaſing. Conduct 


yourſelf with more caution for the future, con- 


tinued ſhe, in a lower tone, here are ſome per- 
ſons near us, who have it in charge to obſerve 


my behaviour; and therefore let us not give 
them any opportunity of making diſagreable 


remarks. 


I received this advice as J ought, and im- 
proved it in the diſcreeteſt manner I could: 1 
aſſumed a very reſerved behaviour all the reſt 


of the day, and very ſeldom a hed Cafana: 


but when happened to be near her, I affected 


to entertain her with a converſation on different 


ſubjects, and I imagined ſhe was under the 
inſpection of ſome potent perſon, and conſe- 
quently that it might be dangerous for her to 
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hſten to my vows, as well as for me to add reſs 
them to her in public. 

I was not deceived in my ſuſpicion for in 
a converſation I had two days after, with one 
of the women who were appointed to attend 
me, I learnt, that the king's eldeſt fon was 
paſſionately in love with Caſana, and intended 
to eſpouſe her very ſoon: I then congratulated 
myſelf for conforming to the counſel I had re- 
ceived from the princeſs; but I had faid too 
much before. There was a number of inſolent 
and cenſorious perſons among the king's officers, 
and indeed ſu-h characters are never wanting 
in courts. They had over-heard the declara- 
tions I made to Caſana, and, with a malicious 
fatisfaCtion acquainted the prince, who had 
been abſent ſome time from court, that he had 
a rival in me. They even informed him of 
things I had never ſaid, adding, that his own 
tereſt obliged him to return with all expe- 
dition, to ciſpute with me the conqueſt of 
Caſana's heart. 

The prince at theſe tidings, haſtened to 
court like a lion, who, when he is preſſed with 
hunger, ruſhes from his den to roam for food; 
his eyes darted gleams of fire, he roars, he 
flies. like the wind, and never ſtops till he has 
launched upon his prey. Such did the prince 
ſeem, on his arrival at court. The moment 
he had paid his duty to the king his father, he 
enquired for the apartment which had been 
3 to me, and haſtened thither with 

S the 
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the utmoſt impatience. After a few compli- 
ments which he made me, on the extraordi- 
nary events I had experienced, he propolcd a 
walk to me before dinner. Fi 
I ſaw ſome emotions in his eyes, that made 
me ſenſible he enjoyed no great ſatisfaction; 
but | could not, wich any manner of civility 
-or politeneſs, decline the propoſal he made me; 
and therefore I gave him to underſtand, 1 was 
ready to wait on him. Let each of us, ſaid 
he, take a ſabre, with a bow and arrows, per- 
haps we ſhall find ſome animal in the wood to 
employ our weapons on. | 
When we had armed ourſelves as the prince 
defired, he led me through a portal which 
opened into a beautiful meadow near the pa- 
lace: we had now paſſed to the further fide of 
it, and were at the entrance into a thicket, 
when the prince addreſſed me in this manner : 
I find it very proper to ſtop in this place, which 
gives me a commodious opportunity to decide 
our difference. What difference, interrupted I, 
can I poſſibly have with you, my lord? I never 
ſaw you till this day, and it I have been ſo un- 
fortunate as to ofiend you in any inſtance, I 
am diſpoſed to give you all the ſatisfaction you 
can deſire; I will accept of no ſatisfaction, re- 
plied the prince, but your death. You love 
Caſana, and have made her a public declaration 
of your paſſion; this is à motive ſufficient for 
my revenge; lam determined to deſtroy any 
rival who attempts to ſupplant me, and. you 
8 2 | ſhall 
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ſhall either deprive me of life, or I will leave 
you dead on the ſpot. 

I was inflamed with reſentment at ſuch a 
declaration. The gods forbid, ſaid I, that T 
ſhould combat with the ſon of my benefactor; 
and I have too many obligations to the King 
your father, ever to ſuffer me to be guilty of 
ſo much ingratitude. It ſhall never be ſaid, 
that I have violated the ſanctuary which afford- 
ed me a refuge; and I had much rather con- 
vince you by my ſervices, that I am ſo far 
from deſerving your diſpleaſure, that or the 
contrary, I merit your friendſhip. Believe me, 
my lord, it is much more honourable to gain 
a friend than vanquiſn an enemy. 

In vain, faid the prince, do you endeavour 
to ſooth my reſentment; I can never pardon 
your temerity, in attempting to rob me of Ca- 
ſana's heart. If my eſteem, anſwered I, for 
that amiable lady, be my crime, you ſhall 
have no future cauſe to complain of my con- 
duct, and I conſent to renounce the ſatisfacti- 
on of ſeeing her any more. As ſoon as the 
enſuing morning appears, I will baniſh myſelt 
from your father's court and dominions, and 
ſurely you may account a ſacrifice like this, to 
be a compleat victory. This will never ſatisfy 
me, replied the prince, and your offence me- 
rits a much ſeverer chaſtiſement. Your death 
alone can avenge me of the iuſolent liberties 
you have taken with Caſana; I know with 

| what 
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what pleaſure you abuſed her 1 Innocence, when 
you was changed into a bird. ; 

A jealouſy fo ill founded, made it impoſſible 
for me to keep my temper any longer in the 
bounds of moderation. How, faid I, can you 
be jealous of a little fly, who happened to 
ſettle on the face or boſom of your miſtreſs; 
if that be your diſpoſition, you will have ene- 
mies enough to combat, and will never be able 
to deſtroy them entirely; for one that you can 
exterminate, you will ſee a thouſand riſe to life 
every day; and therefore, believe me, Sir, the 
beſt conduct you can reſolve upon, is to keep 
your Ar pailions in ſubjection. 


HOUR XXV. 


My manner of repreſenting the affair, did 
but irritate the prince to a higher degree, 
Wretch as thou art! faid he, is it not enough 
that thou haſt injured me in the molt ſenſible 
part, but wilt thou likewiſe inſult the delicacy 
of my paſſion 3 however, Fam reſolved to pu- 
niſn thee for thy preſumption; prepare then 
to defend thyſelf, for I intend to treat thee 
without much ceremony; upon which he drew 
his ſabre, and ruſhed upon me with alt poſſi- 
ble fury. 

The refembrues I'Gill rerained of the ob⸗ 
ligations T had received from the father, no 
way obliged me to ſuffer myſelf to be flain by 
the ſon; I therefore unſheathed my ſabre, and 
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threw myſelf into a poſture of defence. Ar 
firſt I only warded off his blows, and had no 
intention to wound my adveriary; and indeed 
I flat ered myſelf, chat this inſtance of my re- 
gard for his fatety would have calmed his rage, 
and made him acknowledge he had no cauſe to 
be ſo implacable againſt me: I likewile hoped 
we ſhould be obſerved from the palace; and 
that thoſe who ſhould happen to ſee us, would 
have ſufficient time to come and part us : but 
at laſt I found myſelf fo briſkly aſſaulted, that 
was obliged to make my enemy for ever in- 
capable of injuring me. The combat grew 
more deſperate every moment, and we ex- 
changed ſeveral dangerous blows. The blood 
flowed from our mutual wounds, and not- 
withſtanding the large quantity we both loſt, 
we were ſtill fighting with the ſevereſt animo- 
ſity, when ſeveral officers who were diſpatch- 
ed in all ſpeed by the king to ſeparate us, threw 
themſelves between our weapons, and obliged 
us to return to the palace. 

My wounds being not very dangerous, 
were healed in a few days by a balm which the 
phyſicians applied to, them, and I ſoon reco- 
vered the vigour I: had loſt. by the effuſion of 
blood. 

The prince's fate was very different, and he 
was reduced ſo low the fifth day, that they: 
began to deſpair of his cure, and he himſelf 
grew ſenſible that his illneſs would prove mor- 
tal, With this perſuaſion he formed the molt 


crimi- 
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criminal deſign that ever entered into the ima- 
gination of man. He firſt informed himſelf of 
my condition, and when he heard I gradually 
began to recover, he ſeemed exceedingly de- 
jected. Muſt I then die, faid he, with the 
mortification of leaving a rival in felicity, at 
the expence of my life and honour! However, 
continued he, ſince I no more can hope to 
poſſeſs Caſana, I reſign her to his more proſ- 
perous pretenſions. Upon which he deſired 
to ſee this princeſs once more, to give her 
his laſt farewel, and inform her that he died 
for her ſake. | 
Nothing but the king's authority could have 
prevailed on Caſana to viſit the prince. When 
the came into his preſence, he addreſſed him- 
ſelf to her in this manner, the better to conceal 
his infamous deſign. Charming Caſana, ſaid 
he, I am not a little obliged to you for your 
complaiſant proceeding towards me; ttis un- 
doubtedly the laſt ſatis faction you can now 
procure me. I am ſenſiblè my final hour is 
come, and I am going to be join'd to my an- 
ceſtors, in another ſtate of being. The only 
reluctance I ſhall carry with me out of this 
world, is, that I muſt die before I could call 
you mine; but you are now at liberty to diſ- 
poſe of your heart in favour of him you love 
beſt. * 
Prince, replied Caſana, this is no time for you 
to indulge ſuch imaginations, think rather how 
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condition is not deſperate as yet; your youth 
and vigorous conſtitution, with our ſincere 
prayers, and the remedies that are offered you, 
ought to make you hope for a ſpeedy re-eſta- 
bliſhment of your health. Ah! interrupted 
the prince, ſince you are ſo generous as to in- 
tereſt yourſelf in my preſervation, drink one 
cup of cora to my recovery, and | will drink 
another to the continuance of your charms. 
Caiana could not deny the prince this ſatis- 
faction, and the attendants preſented each of 
them with a cup of chat liquor, which they im - 
mediately drank. Thoſe who were preſent took 
notice that the princeſs trembled when ſhe 
raiſed the cup to her lips, and her apprehenſi- 
ons were undoubredly occaſioned by a ſecret 
preſage of the fate that attended her; and in 
reality, a moment after ſhe had drank the mor- 
tal draught, - the roſy colour faded in her face, 
and ſhe was ſeized with violent convulſions. 
In vain was the aſſiſtance of all about her, and 
ſhe expired in the arms of thoſe who endea- 
voured to relieve her. | : 

Whilſt the attendants were employing all 
their cares to recover the princeſs, one of 
them ſaw the prince ſeized with the ſame ſymp- 
toms in his bed; they ran to his aſſiſtance, 
but he had already breathed our his ſoul. 

It is eaſy to judge there was poilon infuſed 
into the liquor the prince and Caſana had 
drank, and indeed nothing could be more 
true, The prince, not able to bear the though 

that 
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that his rival ſhould enjoy that lady, was fo 

inhuman as to mix a violent poiſon in the cora 
elented to her, by which means he was cer- 

rain, - that if he was not to poſſeſs Caſana, at 

leaſt ſhe ſhould make no other man happy. 

I was afflicted beyond expreſſion at this me- 
lancholy accident; I lamented the unhappy 
fate of the princeſs, and all the people bewailed 
the prince. The forrow which affected the 
king on this occaſion, threw him into a lan- 
guiſhing illneſs, that brought him to the brink 
of the grave. At the end of one moon, when 
he began a little to recover, he ordered me to 
be conducted into his preſence. Young ſtran- 
ger, ſaid he, you are ſenſible what calamities [ 
have ſuffered ſince your arrival in my domini- 
ons: my ſon is dead, one of my relations 
whom I intended for his ſpouſe is now no 
more, and I myſelf beheld the gates of death: 


It is true, theſe misfortunes cannot juſtly be im- 


puted to you, and it would be unrighteous to 
puniſh you for what you did not commit. ' All 
the world can teſtify the diſcretion with which 
you conducted yourſelf in your paſſion for Ca- 
ſana, and I myſelf beheld the repugnanee with 
which you combated my fon : every one muſt 
acknowledge, that nothing but the neceſſity 
of defending your own life induced you'to op- 
| Poſe him; but tho? all theſe circumſtances pro- 
claim your innocence, it is equally true, that 
you are the cauſe of our misfortunes. Be gone 
then in peace; your prefence in this country 
* will 
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will but aggravate my ſorrows, be gone then 
immediately and for ever. 

I would willingly have made ſome reply ia 
my juſtification, but he obliged me to be ſilent. 
Once more be gone, ſaid he, I always had a 
ſincere inclination to be hoſpitable to ſtrangers, 
do not now conſtrain me to act contrary to my 
natural diſpoſition, 

Theſe laſt words admitted of no reply : I 
immediately left the palace, and after I had 
travelled for the ſpace of two days, found my- 
ſelf out of the dominions of the king of Xauxa, 
[ only met with one remarkable adventure in 
my journey, and that was in the country of 
Abanſay. To 

One day, when the heat proved inſupport- 
able, and I was extremely fatigued with tra- 
velling from morning to noon, I ſtopped at 
the edge of a wood that roſe on my right hand, 
The place was intirely calculated to give pal. 
ſengers the enjoyment of the refreſhing gales. 
A bubbling fountain ſpouted forth its limped 
waters, and a blooming circle of tall trees 
ſhot forth a profuſion of branches impenetrable 
to the ſun beams: theſe branches that almoſt 
bended to the earth, were loaded with inviting 
fruit, ſome of which J gathered and eat, and 

found their flavour moſt delicious. After which 
ſtretched myſelf on the graſs, and ſtink into 
a pleaſing ſlumber: 
In a very few hours, my ſleep was inter- 
rupted, and I found myſelf moved up and 
e M down; 
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down; theſe motions, tho' not at all violent, 
were ſufficient to awake me, and I then per- 
ceived that four old women, entirely naked, 
Had bound my arms with filver chains. All 
the efforts I could make to diſengage myſelf 
were ineffectual, and I entreated them in vain 
to reſtore me to liberty. We have no intention 
to injure you, ſaid they, and only deſire you 
to follow us without reluctance; but if you 
refuſe to comply, we ſhall find means to make 
you obey us, 1n fpite of all your reſiſtance. 

I be curioſity I had to know where this ad- 
venture would end, induced me to follow them 
without any farther expoſtulations. We walked 
above an hour thro? the wood, and at laft found 
ourſelves on the brink of a broad and deep 
trench. A draw-bridge was then let down to 
give us a free paſſage, and when we had croſſed 
the trench, the bridge drew up of itſelf. We 
then came into a vaſt court, in the middle of 
which ſtood a large pavilian, whoſe entrance 
was guarded by two amiable women, as naked 
as my four condugtors; but notwithſtanding 

the indecent-condition in which they CT 
an air of modeſty, which commanded felpect, 
was viſible in their aſpects, and I could not 
help taking notice that they ſmiled at my ap- 
proach. O young ſtranger, ſaid they, you 
are ignorant of the goqd fortune that awaits 
you. The great Rimac determines, you ſhall 
conſent to be the author of the greateſt hap- 
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This language was a perfect riddle to me; 
but I was informed by two young women, that 
her miſtreſs herſelf would acquaint me with 
my felicity. You have nothing more to do, 
continued they, than to give us your weapons, 
with the habit you wear, and to bathe yourſelf 
in this baſon; I am very willing, ſaid I, to 
bathe and ſurrender my arms, as you deſire ; 
I will likewiſe reſign my apparel to you, but 
what other dreſs am I then to be clothed in ? 
Every man has his particular cuſtom, and J 
would not appear naked before any mortal; 
decency forbids me to be ſo abandoned. 

You have reafon, replied one of the women, 
to ſay every one has a peculiar cuſtom : as to 
us, we cannot bluſh to appear as nature has 
formed us; for we are only guided by modera- 
tion and purity, and as reaſon tempers the 
warmeſt flow of our blood, we are only aſhamed 
to manifeſt a depraved heart. This, in our 
opinion, is the moſt infamous and reproachful 
object that can poſſibly be ſeen; or rather, it 
is that which ought never to be found in a per- 
ſon of honour, We may add to this, that 
nakedneſs is ſo far from being an incentive to 
immoderate deſires, that, on the contrary, it 
cools the wanton fervours gf the mind ; it fet- 
ters irregular paſſions, and gives a modeſt in- 
ſenſibility to innocence, In fine, whenwe are 
once habituated to this cuſtom, what ever ob- 
jets preſent themſelves before us, the eye 
continues undiſordered, and the heart is never 
tainted with any tumultuous paſſion, 
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I diſcovered, in this kind of reaſoning, ſome 
glimmerings of truth, Which obliged me to 
tubmit. Since this is your cuſtom, ſaid I, and 

ou compel me to conform to it, l ſhall diſpoſe 
myſelf to imitate your example, and will no 
longer delay to appear in a condition that can 
never be indecent, ſince it is juſtified by your 
example. Art this, they began to take away 
my weapons; after which, they eaſed me of 
my chains, and aſſiſted me to diveſt myſelf of 
my apparel, which the four old women caught 
up and carried away. 


HOUR XXVI. 


In the mean time I threw myſelf into the 
baſon, according to the directions I had receiv- 
ed, and waſhed myſelf for ſome time; and 
when I came out of the water, the two young 
women, to whoſe care | was conſigned, dried 
my body with linnen, white as the ſnow itſelf ; 
and each of them folding one of her arms 
round mine, introduced me into the palace. 

After we had paſſed through ſeveral apart- 
ments, they led me into a large hall, where 
the Laica Pacuncus then was: ſhe was a young 
lady about twenty years of age, exquiſitely 
beautiful, and her eyes ſparkled with ſo much 
luſtre, that I was hardly able to bear their 
radiant glances. She was ſeated on a throne 
of ſilver, over which was thrown the ſkin of 


atyger, and at,herleft-hand I beheld a golden 
throne, 
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throne, covered with the ſpoils of a lion. Ap- 
proach, young ſtranger, ſaid ſne; the moment 
I appeared, unite your deſtiny with mine, and 
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take poſſeſſion of the throne I have decreed 
you. I am infinitely delighted to owe fo ami- 
able a huſband to chance, and could not have 
lucceeded better, tho” I had ſelected one from 
the flower of a whole nation. 

I was fo confounded at this adventure, and 
the advances I received from ſo charming a 
perſon, that I ſtood ſpeechleſs before her. 
Pacuncus finding I made noreply, but ſeemed 
loſt in a kind of extaſy, told me, ſhe was not 
ſurpriſed at my ſilence, for doubtleſs, ſaid ſhe, 
you are not accuſtomed to receive the firſt over- 
tures from our ſex ; however, this is my prac- 
tice, continued ſhe, and you muſt accommo- 
date yourſelf to it as well as you can; upon 
which, ſhe offered me her hand in the moſt 
obliging manner. I then approached her, 
with an intention to throw myſelf at her feet : 
What do you mean to do, cried ſhe? Ir is my 
duty to kiſs your knees, at the ſame time ſhe 
tavoured me witha tenderembrace, andobliged 
me to aſcend the throne that was raiſed on her 
right hand. 

I was hardly ſeated, before ſhe reſumed her 
diſcourſe : You are now my huſband, ſaid ſhe, 
and I may hereafter converſe with you on the 
cauſe of your arrival in my dominions, tho' I 
think I am acquainted with every circumſtance 
already; but at preſent, ſomething of more 

3 conſe- 
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conſequence requires our attention : give me 


your hand, and let us retire into the next 
© apartment, where I will acquaint you with 
fome particulars very neceſſary for you to 
Know. Ar e 
As my ſurpriſe was increaſed every moment 
by the extraordinary things I heard, I obeyed 
her without making any reply ; ſhe then con- 
ducted me into a chamber, the air of which 
was perfumed with odours ſo exquiſitely fra- 
grant, that they charmed me; nor was the 
eye regaled 'with leſs attractions than the 
-fmelI., | | 

The walls were adorned with a radiant pro- 
fuſion of rich metals and ſtones, ranged with 
admirable ſymmetry. A bed of gold covered 
with the ſkins of fix tygers, was the only furni- 
ture in that apartment, Pacuncus laid her- 
ſelf on the bed, and invited me to place my- 
ſelf at her fide, and when ſhe had for ſome 
time beheld me with eyes, in which love had 
kindled his brighteſt flames, ſhe directed her 
diſcourſe to me in this manner. 

It is now time, my deareſt ſpouſe, to inform 
you who I am, and what were my inducements 
to treat you in the manner you have experi- 
enced. My father was the chief prophet of 
the great Rimac, and I am the only fruit of 
his marriage-bed. At his death he made me 
the heireſs of all his power, which conſiſted in 
an abſolute command over all things, either on 
earth or in the waters; but tho” 1 am inveſted 

I with. 
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with ſuch an unlimitted authority, I regulate 
all my actions by reaſon, and never exert my 
power but to proſper the virtuous and puniſh 
injuſtice. I give conſolation to the unfortu- 
nate in their afflictions, and never fail to chaſ- 
tiſe the abandoned with due ſeverity, Once 
in every moon I take a progreſs round the 
earth, and am careful wherever I come, to- 
eftablifh that order and tranquillity which ma- 
gicians, by their capricious practices too fre- 
quently interrupt; the elements themſelves 
obey my commands, and all nature appears 
tractable and ſubmifſive before me. 

O great Rimac, cried ſhe, in this part of her 
diſcourſe, why is not my power as abſolute 
over the mind! But alas! in that particular [ 
am too ſenſible of my inability, Ah me! what- 
diſtracting pangs have I ſuffered from perfidi- 
ons men; I have been eſpouſed to fixty-nine 
huſbands, and had the mortification to find 
them all falſe and ungrateful. I was united 
to them ſucceffively by the moſt tender paſſion, . 
but their inconftancy has for ever ſeparated me 
from their arms. When I puniſhed the laſt, 
whom ] ſurpriſed in the embraces of one of my 
women, I took a folemn oath to marry the- 
firſt man who ſhould ſer a foot in my domini- 
ons, and bound myſelf by an inviolable vow... 
to puniſh him ſeverely if he either refuſed to 
eſpouſe me, or ſhould prove falſe after he be- 
came the partner of my bed, 
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You may now be ſenſible, continued ſhe, 
what misfortunes you have eſcaped, by con- 
ſenting to be my huſband. I ſhould have been 
compelled to make you repent of your refuſal, 
and ſhall be under the ſame neceſſity if you ever 
falſify your vows of fidelity to me. 

I was on the point of telling her, that I could 
not poſſibly comprehend how her conduct to 
me any way comported with her aſſertion, that 
all her actions were regulated by reaſon, but 
ſhe did not allow me the opportunity. Have 
a regard to yourſelf, ſaid ſhe, for tho' I have 
not an abſolute inſpection into the heart, I can 
diſcover by the language of your eyes, that you 
are preparing to contradict me. I have alrea- 
dy told you that you are my huſband, and 
that ought to be ſufficient to ſecure me your 
heart. You will pardon the little vehemence I 
diſcover, as it is the neceſſary conſequence of 
the oath I have taken : I indeed was urged to it 
by a degree of deſperation ; but it is not the 
leſs inviolable for that circumſtance. All the 
excuſes and impediments you can alledge will 
avail you nothing; and if you fancy there is 
any injuſtice in my proceedings, you will ea- 
fily be reconciled to it, when you conſider that 
the attraftions of my perſon, will amply re- 
compenſe you for all you can poſſibly loſe in 
any other inſtance. You have one infallible 
advantage to depend on, which is the certainty 
you may entertain, that I ſhall preſerve to my 


death, all the graces I may now enjoy; and [ 
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muſt likewiſe acquꝭ int you, that you will ex- 
perience the ſame fondneſs in me which I now 


expreſs, and the ſame inclination to pleaſe you. 


I indeed was ſhocked at the firit advances 
Pacuncus made me, and the conſtraint ſhe laid 
me under of being united to her all my days, 


gave. me {ome diſſatisfaction ; but the abſolute 


air of her converſation, and the menaces ſhe 
had recourſe to, made me determine to com- 
ply with her expectations. Beauteous queen of 
the Laicas, ſaid I, and at the ſame time kiſſed 
her hand; I am ſo far from diſregarding the 
offers you make me, that I count them the 
greateſt felicity I could poſſibly attain to, and 
could never hope to be ſo exquiſitely bleſſed : 
I even acknowledge, that I found myſelt inca- 
pable of reſiſting thoſe all-perſuaſive eyes; 

are already the abſolute miſtreſs of my 4 


and, as you have compleated the conqueſt of 


my heart, your aſcendant ſhall be as ſovereign 
over my foul. Nothing now remains, but 
that I intreat you to inform me, in what man- 
ner I may beſt teſtify my gratitude for all your 
goodneſs. 

I pronounced theſe laſt words with fuch a 
tone and air, as convinced Pacuncus, that 
either her charms or threatnings had gained 
the effect ſhe deſired. Dear lovely youth, ſaid 
ſhe, I want language to expreſs how much 
you traniport me, by the voluntary gift of 
you heart; I ſhould have fuftered infinite afflic- 
tions, had I found it neceſſary to gain it by my 

| M 5 autho- 
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authority; but fince I am ſo happy as to in- 
fpire you with tender ſentiments in my favour, 
] ſurrender myſelf intirely to your pleaſure, and 
. folemnly ſwear you alone ſhall be the object of 
my ſofteſt love. | 
She accompanied theſe expreſſions with a 
tender embrace, that convinced me of the ſin- 
cerity of her paſſion. Such a delicious careſs 
would have enflamed the moſt inſenſible of all 
mortals, and I was preparing to return her en- 
dearment, when ſhe reſumed her diſcourſe in 
this manner; I have only one particular more 
to tell you, and then our nuptial. ſupper ſhall 
be ſerved up; but let me intreat you to be 


very attentive to what you are going to hear: 


I expect when you tender me your heart, that 


you reſign it to me without reſerve ; ſhould J 


onte diſcover that you had treated me with the 


leaſt infidelity, all my ſofteſt affection for you, 


will not prevent me from puniſhing you ac- 
cording to your demerit : your offence will coſt 
you one of your limbs, and you will be driven 


with contempt from the palace : but ſhould. 


your love to me be at any time inſufficient to 


cool your inclinations. to other objects. that 


may preſent thenſelves to your view, ſummon 


all your reaſon to your aſſiſtance at ſuch a. 


juncture, and let fear itſelf extinguiſh every 
criminal flame, that any, future rival of mine- 
may kindle in your boſom: let the conſidera- 
tion of your own intereſt regulate each inordi- 
nate deſire, that may one day. prove too tyran- 
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nical to your welfare. 
comment it to you, to think of owing all your 
happinefs and repoſe to your fidelity alone. 
Adorable Laica, ſaid I, all the charms of 
the moſt amiable objects in the univerſe, ſhall- 
never deprive you of my heart; and when F 
once have reſigned it to you, no future com- 


petitor ſhall ever reclaim it. Remember well, 


this engagement, faid Pacuncus, I can par- 
don all things but the contempt of my perſon, 
and the inconſtancy of him who ſhares my 
bed: let the ſad examples of others, teach you 
diſcretion; I have received many promiſes- 


like yours, ſixty- nine huſbands have plighted-- 


their vows of fidelity to me, and not one, as 
yet, has been punctual any longer than the 
firſt moon of our eſpouſals. I have hither- 
to feen none but perjured wretches, and J have 
puniſhed them for their guilt, as T ought. I 
muſt indeed acknowledge, continued ſhe with 
a ſmile, that I expoſed their conſtancy to the 
ſevereſt trials, by leaving them in this palace 
with ſeveral young virgins, who. were beauti- 
ful to perfection. 

Charming Laica, interrupted J, as for my 
part, I can ſafely challenge you to expoſe me 
to what trials you pleaſe, being well aſſured 
you wyl always find me uniform to what T 
now profeſs ;- let me caution you once more, 
replied ſhe, to be on your guard; a perſon may 
be ſwept away by a flood, in the very place 
where the day before he walked on dry land. 

M. 6 However, 


Let me therefore re- 
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However, for the preſent, let us turn the con- 
verſation to ſome other ſubject: I have ac- 
quainted you with all the particulars neceſſary 
to the preſervation of your good fortune, and 
{aid enough to reſtrain you within the limits of 
your duty, if you can act rationally ; and now 
let us fit down to our nuptial banquet, which 
I believe will be very ſeaſonable to you, for J 
am perſuaded, you have not been entertained 
with much delicacy in your journey. 


HOUR XXVII. 


The day was now upon the cloſe, and when 
we quitted the chamber, we found the other 
apartments finely illuminated by a vaſt number 
ot lamps, which hung from the roof; but the 
hall where our collation was ſerved up, ap- 
peared more reſplendent than the brighteſt 
day in ſpring: the wall, as well as the pave- 
ment and roof, were covered with plates of 
ſilver, fo artificially joined together, that they 
ſeemed to be one continued ſpread of that me- 
tal; and were ſo exquiſitely poliſhed, that they 
reflected every object like a mirrour. From 
the wall were extended ſeveral large paws of 
bears, each of which graſped a lighted taper, 
which diffuſed a dazling luſtre, and never con- 
ſumed. Theſe paws were ſixty- nine in num- 
ber, a circumſtance, that, in my opinion, had 
ſome myſterious meaning; but at that time 
I did not aſk for ary explanation, for my eyes 
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were ſurpriſed with other objects that engaged 
all my attention. 

Pacuncus and myſelf were ſeated at the 
upper end of the hall, on two ſmall thrones 


of ſilver, covered with {ſkins exceedingly white 


and ſoft; and immediately feven young vir- 
gins divinely charming, made their appear- 
ance at the other end of the hall, and enter- 
tained us with a concert of the moſt melodious 
voices I had ever heard. 

A few moments after, ſix other virgins 
beautiful as the bluſhes of the morning, and 
crowned with chaplets of perfuming flowers, 
appeared in the middle of the hall, and began 
to dance with an inimitable harmony of motion, 
My eyes, till then, had never been delighted 
with ſo lovely a view, and no time could be 
tedious to me, whilſt I beheld the eaſy glide of 
their bodies, and the delicate ſoftneſs of their 
ſteps, which perfectly accorded with the modu- 
lation of the inſtruments. 

When the dance was ended the ſix virgins 
diſappeared, and reſigned their places to as 
many others, who placed before us a table 
covered with a ſurpriſing variety of eXcellent 
proviſions; among which, the ynchic and 
cachucu, were not forgotten. But beſides 
theſe dainties, which mortals eſteem ſo exqui- 
ſite, there was a vaſt number of others not 
inferior to the former, in the delicacy of their 
flavour, and the greateſt part of which were 
entirely unknown to me, Pacuncus ſerved me 
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with every kind, and made me acquainted with 
teir particular names, whilſt I exprefled my 
commendation of them by my appetite, rather 
than my expreſſions ; for my aſtoniſhment at 
what both” beheld and heard, made me inca- 
pable of uttering a word. | 
When we had finiſhed our repaſt, the fix 
virgins who placed the table before us, im- 
mediately carried it away, and the moment 
they diſappeared, two other ladies entered the 
hall with a little table of ſilver, that ſupported 
a large veſſel of gold, and two cups of the fame 
metal; the veſſel was filled with a red liquor 
of fo admirable a flavour, that I cried out the 
inſtant E taſted it, chis ſurely is the drink of 
the gods! At the fame time I caſt' my eyes 
on Pacuncus, and ſaw her ſmile at my excla- 
mation. This liquor, ſaid ſhe, has ar laſt 
reſtored you. to your ſpeech; at which I imme- 
diately grew ſenſible of my incivility, and 
endeavoured to excufe the profound filence 1 
had indulged till then.” T am far from being 
' offended, ſaid the, with your attention to the 
feaſt with which I have entertained you; and 
am rather charmed with your lence, which I 
eſteem a favourable preſage to my love. 1 
have obſerved with pleaſure, that your taſte 
and judgment are excellent; and from thence 
clade your attachment to me, would be 
equally fncere and laſting. We afterwards. 
diſcourſed together for ſome time, and the 
liquor contribute to enliven the converſation. 
moe When: 
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When we had drank as much as was agree- 
able to our inclinations, twelve beautiful vir- 
gins entered the hall dancing; each of them 
had a taper in her hand. Immediately after 
their arrival, they ſtopped, for a few moments, 
and then entertained us with the moſt ſurpriſing. 
dance I ever ſaw, which they did not diſconti- 
nue till we roſe, in order to retire. They then. 
ranged themſelves in pairs, and in that order 
walked before us to the chamber where the 
nuptial- bed was prepared. It was the ſame 
apartment in which Pacuncus had inſtructed 
me in the rules I was to obſerve, in order to 
perpetuate my good fortune. The twelve vir- 
gins placed their tapers. around the bed, four 
on each ſide, and four at the feet, after which 
they retired,” and left us to our repoſe. -» 

All the pleafures; which till then, had con+ 
curred to tranſport my ſenſes, vaniſhed that 
moment from my remembrance, and were ſuc- 
ceeded by delights abundantly more enchanting. 
My attention was totally employed on that di- 
vine beauty, to whoſe poſſeſſion I was ſo hap- 
pily allotted. We repeated, in thoſe ſoft mo- 
ments, our proteſtations of mutual love; our 
ſouls were diſſolved in raptures inexpreſſible, 
and grew. intoxicated with joys too exquiſite 
for imagination itſelf to paint. Several hours. 
glided inſenſibly away in this ſcene of delight, 
before our eyes were cloſed in ſlumbers; but 
J was ſoon awaked, by two gentle kiſſes which 
Pacuncus imprinted on my lips. She was all 

ſpr ight- 
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ſprightlineſs and vivacity, and charmed me to 
ſuch a degree by her engaging diſpoſition, that 
I have reaſon to believe our tranſports were 
mutual. 

The day ſtole upon us amidſt our endear- 
ments, and we roſe to new feaſts, diverſified 
with dances and harmonious airs, where fome 
_ amiable novelty was always intermixed. The 
| ſucceeding days were paſſed in the ſame plea- 
ſures; but we fometimes quitted the palace and 
retired to verdant groves and cooling grots, 
where innumerable delights preſented them- 
ſelves to our view, in all imaginable variety. 


The time at laſt arrived when Pacuncus was 


to be ſeparated from me, to re- viſit the world; 
a fatal period to my repoſe! a period, wherein 
my conſtancy was to experience the ſtrongeſt 
proof. She acquainted me, that ſhe ſhould be 
abſent. four days, and at the ſame aſſured me, 
ſhe parted. from me with regret : Believe me, 
ſaid ſhe, you are infinitely dearer to me than 
any of thoſe who formerly eſpouſed me, and I 
tremble leſt I ſhould be fated to loſe you for 
ever. Were it in my power to guard you from 
the danger to which you will ſoon be aban- 
doned, I would interpoſe with joy; but I am 
- neceſſiated to prove the fidelity of the huſband 


to whom | am to devote my heart, and it is on 


this condition alone, that I am to expect a 
child to inherit my power. All I can promiſe 
you is this; if you preſerve your conſtancy to 
me untainted, during theſe four days of ab- 

1 ſence, 
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ſence, I will be ſatisfied with this ſingle trial, 

and will take ſuch effectual methods as ſhall 
ſecure you for the future, from being liable to 
love any other object, or inſpire any perſon but 
myſelf, with a paſſion for you : you ſhall then 
be in a compleat capacity to make our union 
perfect; our inclinations ſhall be all harmo- 
nized by unanimity, and no accident ſhall in- 
terrupt our joys. 

My lovely queen, faid I, this Janguage 1s 
altogether unneceſſary, and even injurious to 
my virtue; for you ſeem to ſuſpect the ſince- 
rity of my love, fince you can poſlibly doubt 
my fidelity. Ah! my deareſt Moracac, replied 
Pacuncus, I am perſuaded you at preſent have 
an unfeigned affection for me, but who can be 
reſponſible to me for your future conduct. 
Thoſe objects which have made no impreſſion 
upon you when I was preſent, may rob me of 
your heart when I no longer behold you ; and 
that beauty which to day you may view with 
indifference, may to- morrow prove a fatal al - 
lurement. As to the reſt you may believe me 
when I aſſure you, that all the regret and ten- 
der fears J have diſcovered, flow from no other 
motive than my fond deſire to preſerve you 
from danger. 

Reſt ſatisfied in my conduct, ſaid I, and be 
perſuaded you ſhall owe my inviolable fide- 
liry, not to any apprehenſions I have bf puniſh- 
ment, but to my ſincere inclinations. to live 
happily with you all my days; and I even 
| * flatter 


258 PPRVUVITIAN TALES. 
flatter myſelf, that when you return, you wil 
condemn your injuſtice, in ſuſpecting me ca- 
pable of the leaſt ingratitude. us 
After many mutual proteſtations of un- 
changing love, Pacuncus aſcended her chariot, 
drawn by twelve ſnow- white partridges, three 
and three in a rank. We then gave each other 
the laſt farewel, and the birds, accuſtomed to 
the ſignal, ſprung into the air with incredible 
ſwiftneſs, and drew the chariot to ſuch a 
height, as made it ſoon diſappear from my 
view. 5 851 8 
I immediately, upon the Laica's departure, 
recolſected every particular of her diſcourſe. I. 
am very ſenſible, ſaid I, to myſelf, Pacuncus 
has no power to read the ſecrets of hearts, 
for if ſhe had, ſhe would certainly have known. 
with what ſincerity I love her; and indeed the 
happy fituation wherein the has placed me, 
makes it impoffible for me to indulge a paſſion 
tbr any lady but herſelf. Her ſuſpicions, con- f 
tinued I, are unjuſt; and in order to convince- ' 
her they were fo, her attendants-ſhall now re- t 
gale me witk the moſt delicious banquets they fl 
can prepare, and ſhall entertain my eyes with y 
all the amiable allurements they can diſcloſe ;- a 
fe 
P 
h 


| 


beſides, added I, ſhould I find my heart ever 

ſo little inter ſted in favour of any particular 

Object, it will be eaſy for me, by baniſhing 

that object from my preſedce, and calling up 

the idea of Pacuncus in my ſoul, to preſerve b 
myſelf from cr of danger: af 
15; 611 „ 1 
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T made theſe reflections in the court where I 
went to bid the Laica farewel, and ſee her de- 
part; and I was employed in the ſame medi- 
tations when I entered the palace, but they all 


vaniſhed from my mind, when I found a ge- . 


neral ſolitude reign through all the'apartments. 
I wandered from chamber to chamber, without 
diſcovering one human form ; this, faid I, will 
never enable me to execute the project I have 
been forming : where are then the dangerous 
enſnarements with which I was threatned ? In 


vain did I raiſe my voice to allure ſome of the 


young virgins, with whoſe names 1 was unac- 
quainted: and when I received no anſwer, 
Surely, ſaid J, Pacuncus has commanded all 
ber ladies to attend her in her progreſs. 


II 0 UR XXVIII. 


As T could not prevail on myſelf to believe 
ſhe had any intention to leave me alone in the 
palace, cettainly, ſaid I, it is but reaſonable 
that the huſband of the queen of the Laicas 
ſhould have ſome fhare of her power. Upon 
which I reſolved to make the experiment, and 
accordingly ftamped on the earth with we! 
foot: at the fame inſtant an old woman 
peared before me, to know what commands 1 
had for her to execute. 

as ſtartled at an object fo very diſagreea- 
ble, and continued ſilent for ſome moments; but 


after I had recovered myfelf from my ſurpriſe, 
n * 4 
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I aſk'd her if ſhe was the only domeſtic the 
Laica had left to attend me? My lord, ſaid 
| ſhe, if for your greater ſecurity you will pleaſe 
to content yourſelf with my ſervices, you ſhall 
be ſupplied with all you deſire, during the ab- 
ſence of my miſtreſs; I have orders to obey 
you, and am impowered to give you ſatisfac- 
tion in every particular. 

If that be the caſe, anſwered I, cauſe ſome of 
the young ladies who uſually attend in this 
palace to come here. Ah! my lord! inter- 
rupted ſhe, what is this you deſire ! Let me in- 
treat you to entertain no ſuch thought, and 
may the gods forbid that my miniſtration 
ſhould lead you to the edge of a precipice. 
Our young virgins, in the abſence of Pacun- 
cus, entirely devote. themſelves to pleaſure, 
and are now giving a looſe to all their ſprightli- 
neſs and gaiety, Should you therefore ſee 
them at a time like this, they would make 
ſuch impreſſions on your heart, as would be 
impoſſible for you to reſiſt. | 

What 1 heard did but the more excite my 
curioſity; My good mother, ſaid I, you muſt 


certainly be ignorant how tenderly I love the, 
queen your miſtreſs, otherwiſe you would ne- 


ver entertain thoſe ſuſpicions : let me therefore 
deſire you to comply with my orders. My 
lord, replied ſhe, I cannot. poſſibly obey you 
in this inſtance; but if you are abſolutely de- 
termined to ſee my young companions,. you. 
may, as you are maſter of this palace, com- 


> mand 


fuſe a fatal poiſon into your ſoul; a ſingle ex- 
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mand them yourſelf to appear before you; if 
you only ſtamp with your foot, you will im- 
mediately ſee them fly to receive your orders; 
but let me intreat you once more to be appre- 
henſive, leſt thoſe charming objects ſnould in- 


preſſion from the moſt inconſiderable among 
them, will be ſufficient to captivate your heart; 
one artful glance will dazzle all the reaſons you 
can ſummon to your aſſiſtance; and each ſoft 
and amiable perfection you diſcover, will prove 
mortal to your repoſe. | | 
I preſumed ſo much on my paſſion for 
Pacuncus, that I deſpiſed all the counſels 1 
received: Be gone, ſaid I, to the old woman, 
you certainly doat, and fancy you are a talk- 
ing to a child; but ſince I can have other at- 
tendants, I command you to appear no more 
in my preſence. 
I had no ſooner uttered theſe words, but I 
ſtamped with my foot, and at the ſame inſtant 
two young women, who reſembled in their air 
and ſhape thoſe who had formerly received 
me at the palace gate, ſucceeded in the place 
of theold woman, who had already diſappeared 
from my view: but this appearance did not 
ſuffice for my purpoſe, the unaffected modeſty, - 
which bluſhes in their faces, was very impro-- 
per to diſpel the cares and melancholy 5 

that were forming in my ſoul. When the 
deſired to know my commands, I told them, 
it was my intention that all the domeſtics; 
Pacun- 
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Pacuncus had left in the palace, ſhould paſs 
in review before me, and that after I had ſeen 
them, they ſhould have liberty to retire. - My 
lord, replied they, we ſhall obey your orders, 
tho? with much reluctance ; but permit us to 
acquaint you, that.you are forming a reſolution 
which my prove as fatal to you as it has been 
to many others. Let a prudent fear, Sir, urge 
you to ſhun the danger of being ſeduced by the 
deluding beauty of our young damſels. You 
will find their converſation and aſſiduities ex- 
tremely engaging; but thole pleaſures, which, 

in their firſt enjoy ment, may have all the ſweets 
of honey, will, in their conſequence, prove as 
bitter to you as gall. This advice was certainly 
very diſcreet, but I was offended at a lecture 
of morality ſo oppoſite to the gratification I 
deſired. Be ſilent, ſaid I, and let me hear no 
more of your unſeaſonable harangues; I know 
how I ought to act, and have no need of your 
directions; be gone therefore, immediately, 
for I can diſpenſe with your attendance. 

At this command the two young women 
diſappeared, without replying, and I again 
ſtamped on the ground; upon which, two 
more virgins, crowned with flowers, came into 
my chamber, and with a ſmiling air, defired 
to be acquainted with my commands. I have 
an inclination to ſee you, 1gid I, and you ſhall 
be my companions till ſupper. They accepted 
the invitation with pleaſure, and for my own 


particular, 1 as yet had no caulc to repent of 
res 


5 
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; my curiolity. They were of a gay diſpoſition, 
and agreeably amuſed me for ſome hours; and 
7 tho” they frequently - diverted me with livel 
„ I turns of wit, I ſtill found myſelf in full poi- 
n ſeſſion of my liberty. - 
n When the hour for ſupper at laſt came' on, 
n ordered them to regale me with the moſt 


e elegant feaſt they could poſſibly contrive, and 
* directed them to bring before me their faireſt 
u companions; I took notice by their air, they 
* were not at all diſſatisfied with that command, 
h, and they aſſured me they would endeavour to 
ts procure me the ſatisfaction I deſired; upon 
as which they immediately withdrew, and a few 
ly moments after, returned to conduct me to the 
Ire hall, where the feaſt was to be ſerved up. | 
1 1 I followed them with a very good will, and 
no when I came into the hall, beheld three parties 
o of young ladies, who had formed themſelves 
dur into as many chorus's: they all began a con- 
ly, cert, and acquitted themſelves with the utmoſt 

perfection. In the mean time, ſeveral young 
nen damſels placed before me a table covered with 
zain a plentiful variety of excellent proviſions; but, 
two as I began to be much accuſtomed to dainties, 
into they were the leaſt of my ſatisfactions: the ob- 
red jects J had before me, attracted all my atten- 
have tion, and it was impoſſible for me to determine 
ſhall whether the voices, rhe inſtruments, or the 
pted various graces of the amiable perſons who 
own ſtood before me, were moſt worthy of admi- 
nt of ration. 


my | 50 | | 1 


264 PERUVIAN TALES. 


I ſurveyed all thoſe wonders with a ſecret 
tranſport,” when on a ſudden, I beheld the moſt 


lovely object nature perhaps ever formed; it 
was a young lady about ſixteen years of age, 
- exquilitely thaped, and her ſkin whiter than 
the pureſt ſnow. Her radiant eyes ſparkled 
like ſtars, her complexion glowed with a roſy 
bloom, and love's ſofteſt ſmiles play'd on the 
vermillion of her lips; her eye-brows were 
delicately arched like two rainbows, and her 
head was ſhaded with a flow of jetty hair that 
waved in ringlets to her ſlender waiſt: in a 
word, the whole aſſemblage of her charms 
was improved by that air of ſprightlineſs and 
vivacity, which ſteals ſo irreſiſtibly to the 
heart. 

This amiable creature continued ſome mo- 


ments with a graceful compoſure in th: middle 


of the hall, and then began a dance which 
perfectly aſtoniſhed me; nothing could equal 
the lightneſs and activity of her ſteps, which 
hardly appeared to touch the pavement: ſhe 
even ſeemed to ſwim in the air, and every mo- 
tion was perfectly inchanting: I was no lpnger 
at a loſs where to fix my preference, tor my 
whole attention was now attracted by. this 
charming perſon. 

When ſhe had finiſhed the dance, I gave her 
a ſignal to approach me, and ſhe immediately 
complied : we diſcourſed together a conſidera- 
ble time, and I thought her converſation more 
engaging, if poſlible, than her dancing; ſhe 
enter- 
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ret entertained. me with a thouſand pleaſantries, 
oſt and accompanied them from time to time with 
it ſuch alluring ſmiles and glances, as made her 

ge, language ſink like a ſoft dew into my ſoul. 
lan From that moment ſhe became abſolutely 
led miſtreſs of my heart, and I was conquered 
oſy without being conſcious of my defeat. 1 miſ- 
the took that for mere admiration, which, in re- 
ere ality. proceeded from the poiſon of love, The 
her compliments 1 made her, tho” they flowed 
hat trom the, bottom of my heart, appeared to me 
na as ſo many. civilities due to her extraordinary 
rms merit; and perhaps I might. have had the ſame 
and ſentiments of the careſſes ſhe would have re- 
the ceived trom me; had; I not been reſtrain'd by 
the preſence of. hex companions, rather than 


mo- any.remembrance of Pacuncus. In a word, I 


adle + i when took my leave of her, that] 
hich | mightla 0 geſire à private interview with her 


re wichout f Ne 
mo without any interruption : for 


"*4 


266 PERUVIAN TALES. 
cepted of her propoſal, and then retir'd to my 
chamber. 5 
When] was laid in my bed, I reflected, with 
ſome uneaſineſs, on what had paſſed between 
Quita and myſelf, and began with condemn- 
ing the imbecillity of mind I had diſcover'd, 
nor did I fail to reproach myſelf with the infi- 
delity of my, proceeding : What, faid I, will 
Pecuncus fay, ſhould ſhe ever know T thought 
one of her ladies more amiable than herſelf ? 
But in a few moments I began to conſider this 
affair in a different light, and could not per- 
ſuade myſelf I had as yet been guilty of any 
perjury; I have received no orders, ſaid I, not 
to ſee and admire,'nor have I in any circum- 
ſtance exceeded the limits of my duty. To 
ſuch artifices does an unlawful paſſion reſort 
for its juſtification, and the conduct which a 
moment before I had condemned as criminal, 
now paſſed in my opinion for virtue itſelf. 
_., Theſe meditations, ſo contradictory in them- 
ſelves, were my entertainment a conſiderable part 
_ of the night; but the next morning I aban- 
doned myſelf to the my that mifled me 
from my reaſon... The moment I roſe from 
my bed, I went to the appointed grotto, where 
1 jound Quita waiting with impatience for my 
arrival; for if ſhe had, infpired me with love, 
1 had affected her with the fame impreſſions. 
I now became perfectly enchanted with her 


beauty, and ng one of her ſex had till — 
84. : 4. 23 7 
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fired: my heart with deſires ſo violent: No, 
ſaid I, I never adored the ſiſter of the magi - 
clan Mullia- with ſo much ardour ; my paſſi- 
on for the fair Caſana, never tranſported me 
to this degree; nay, Pacuncus herſelf never 
touched my ſoul wi half rhe tenderneſs IL 
now experience. 8 


HOUR XXIX. 


A t theſe words I grew ſenſible my over- 
throw was compleated : I bluſhed at my indiſ- 
cretion, and inrended to retire; but how vain 
is every reflection, when one has once 
ceeded to ſuch an extreme as mine! Even chat 
flight which I thought to have recourſe to for 
my expedient, would have availed me nothing, 
and in all probability I ſhould not have fled 


very far: but Quita prevented me from mak- 


ing the experiment. Where would you go! 
ſaid ſhe, with ſtreaming eyes: Can you aban- 
don me ſo inhumanly, after you have kindled 
ſuch inſupportable flames in my ſoul! 

No temptation can be ſo ſeducing as tlie 
tears of virgin beauty; and yet I had fortitude 
enough to oppoſe myſelf for ſome moments 
againſt their fatal prevalence: O Quita! ſaid 
I, thou dangerous fair one, why doſt thou de- 
rain me Wouldſt thou enſnare me into per- 
jury; and tempt me to violale the vows I have 
Pligltted to my miſtreſs! What will become of 

N 2 me, 
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me, ſhould any of {thy denn panions diſcoyer out 
diſpoſition ta each pther, — abs yt make 
them public? And who,can. be fue chat Pa- 
cuncus, as diſtant as ſne may no be rom us, 
N with NN a an{adtion } in this 
Ace . 
a No, replied Quita, you have nat any thing 
to fear in this ſequeſter'd ſolitude, which ſe- 
cludes you from the eye; of, every mortal : 
theſe grotto's,. in the abſence of the Laica, are 
only reſorted to by thoſe who; are intruſted to 
guard them, and Pacuncus muſt have piercing 
eyes indeed if they can penetrate into this re- 
ceſs ; but were it even poſſihle for her to. know 
what” paſſes in this palace, ſhe can CSE be 
con ſcious of our ſoſt enjoymeuts here, 
Theſe reaſons, enforced bymy paſſion, e 
tirdy triumphed over all my. {cruples ; " 


— * the fatal Quita in my arms, and we 


were on the point of taſting the gratifications 
of our inordinate deſires, when I was ſuꝗden· 
ly ſezed by four old women, each of whom 
held a large two-edged knife in her hand: 

they were the very perſons who had formerly 
ſeized me at the fountain, and they now led 
me back to the hall, where our collations were 
always ſerved up. They ordered me to take 
notice of the ſixty· nine paws. that projected 
from the wall; Theſe; ſaid they, are the right - 
hands of the perfidious huſbands of Pacuncus, 
and your own muſt now increaſe the n 
3 * 4 
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ſince you have acted with the fame infidelity 
as they. In vain had I recourſe to ſupplica- 
tions, they were deaf to all I could alledge. 
One of them ſtretched out my arm, and ano- 
ther of her companions. cut it off at a ſipgle 
ſtroke. The exceſſive pain I receiv'd from 
this operation, made me faint away, and I 
became inſenſible of every thing that paſſed in 


the hall; but when 1 recovered my ſenſes, - 


found myſelf, with my weapons and habit, 
laid by the fountain, and in the ſame place 
where I had formerly been bound in my ſleep. 
Thus was I deprived of my arm, and 
ſhamefully expelled a palace, where I might 
have hved in perfect happineſs, could I have 
moderated: my deſires; In a word, I now be- 
held myſelf the ſport of fortune, who purſues 
with unſated cruelty, a family that merited a 
better fate, and I determined to return at laſt 
to my own country: but to compleat my miſ- 


Fortunes, when 1 awaked this morning, I 


perceived I wanted the -leg which had been 
reſtored me by the magician Rullaac: I con- 
cluded by this accident that my benefactor was 
dead, {ince the enchantment was at an end. 
Prince of the giants, added Moracac, I trailed 
my body along in the beſt manner I was able, 
and was endeayouring to return to my father, 
when you compelled me to be ſeated at your 
ſide in this place, 


The 
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The giant made no reply to this diſcourſe, 


and prince Houac had taken notice for ſome 
time, that the ynchic began to operate as he 


expected. He obſerv'd with pleaſure, that 


the monſter's eyes began to cloſe, notwith- 
ſtanding all his endeavours to keep them 


Open, and at laſt he yielded to a profound 


ſieep: in a word, when the ſecond 9 can 
had concluded his hiſtory, the ſenſes of the 


giant was: ſo locked up in ſlumber, that he 


ſunk down on his ſide without awaking. 
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